On Subpaerm;
Is Deferred
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Washington Post Staff Writer "

The Senate Watergate com- |
mittee will not take any im-
mediate’ court action on lts‘
new subpoenas for hundreds |
of White House tapes and doc- |
uments, chief committee coun-
sel Samuel Dash said vester-'
day.

Dash said the request would
be cut down to the “high pri-
ority items” before any law-
suit is filed,

Meanwhile, he said. the com-
mittee will continue to press
for a favorable ruling on its
initial lawsuit for seven of
the President’s Watergate
tapes and other documents.

"“We would like Judge (John
J.) Sirica to decide the main
case first,” Dash said. “It’s
very important to establish the
legality of our right to these
materials.”

Today is the deadline for a
White House response on the
new subpoenas, which presi-|
dential spokesmen have pro-
tested as “incredble.” i

Dash acknowledged that the|
committee had asked for “quite |
a bit)” but he said that every !
new tape and document was '
carefully selected as relevant.
to the Senate Watergate in..
vestigations.

He said they were all de-!
manded of the White Housc;
at once because the committee |
s running out of fime fori
completing its work.

“We felt it important 10,
ask for everything we helieve |
relevant to our investigations
~~with the recognition that we |
might not have enough time |
to subpoena them again,” Dash'
said. |

The Watergate committee |
is currently scheduled to wind |
up its work Feb, 28. Dash said |
he hoped its new subpoenas|
would at least serve as “a;"
cuideline” for Watergate Spe-f
cial Prosecutor Leon Jaworskl |
or other investigators even if:
they should fall by the way- |
side now,

The Senate commitice was!
turned down last fall in its|
initial lawsuit for the Water.
gate tapes. but the case is |
now back in the courts as al
result of new powers granted .
by Congress, :

Dash said commitiee lawye S
will concentrate on g quick:
resolution of thig suit first. Al
Senate brief is scheduled t,of
be filed with Judge Sirica on'
Monday. |

Should the committee have:
Lo go to court again for en-
lorcement of the new sub-!
boenas, Dash said. “we will
obviously select oul the
priovity items.” Te said it!
would be unrealistic to expect!
the courts to inspect e‘very’
one of the nearly 500 White |
House tapes and documentsj
and rule on their relevance |
with any kind of dispatch. |

The new subpoenas, issued;’
by the committee last month,
asked for tapes and docu- |
ments involving the so-called
milk deal, contributions from
billionaire Howard Hughes,
and the Watergate scandal.




