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In that case, which has not
yvet had a full trial, the SEC
charged: that “Vesco™ master-
minded a plan to divert $224
million in dssets belonging to
mutual funds operated by
108, Ltd., the Geneva fihan-
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of Mitchell-Stans Trial

documents at a former 10S of-
fice here touched off the origi-
nal SEC investigation of the
financial company.

The U.S., attorney's office
refused to comment on the
new group. but its existence
was confirmed by other
sources. The sources said the
group, which is still in the form-
ative stages. will operate in
conjunction with the prosecu-

i grounds

jtors on the Mitchell-Stans case
j—which developed from pre-

trial testimony in the SEC
civil case—and will concen-
trate on criminal aspects of
the giant fraud charge.

Creation of the group was
seen here as a stepped-up ef-
fort to secure Vesco’s return
from his foreign bases. Last
month, a magistrate in the Ba-
hamas twned down a U.S. re-
quest for extradition on the
that the charge
against Vesco—defrauding a
company he once controlled of
$50,000—was not” extraditable
under the terms of the U.S.-
United Kingdom extradition

.

treaty, which is binding in the
Bahamas despite that nation’s
independence last July. Previ-
ously, a Costa Rican court
turned down an extradition re-
quest based on a charge of at-
tempted wire fraud.
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Lawyers for former White
House aide Dwight Chapin
asked yesterday  for a one-
month postponement of trial
here on charges of lying under
oath.

U.S. District Court Judge
Gerhard A. Gesell had tenta-

tively scheduled the trial te
start Feb. 19, hul Chapin's
lawyers, citing a husy sched
ule, asked that it be continued
until March 19, A spokesman
for the Watergate Special
prosecution force said they
would have no objection,



