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A Kennedy Man

Views the Presidency

New York
Arthur Schlesinger Jr. has
come full cycle, ;
Like Henry Kissinger, his
old colleague,
himself for public service
at Harvard’s history depart-

ment. He shares with Kissin- .

ger the conviction that a

sense of history is the differ-

ence between competent and
incompetent politics.

But the former special as-
sistant to President Kennedy
and court philosopher of
Camelot (he is now called

King Arthur, but he more.
closely resembles Merlin) -

says he is through with
governmment service. As a
professor of the humanities
at City University of New
York, he has recycled him-
self to his scholastic roots:

And he is clearly enjoying
a phase of life that comes to
few 56 year olds. His year
old son, Robert. and his
yvoung, vivacious wife, Alex-
andra, have restored a
youthful vigor to the Pulit-
Zer Prize winner.

“We have never had
grandchildren,” says the
father of six,. playing with
his sixth. “So Alexandra and
I collaborated to manufac-
ture our own.”

Little Robert has the Iuxu-
ry of a full-time mother. Al-
though Alexandra is taking
history courses, she has Zit-

tle interest in competing -

with Arthur, as a political ac-
tivist.

They met when she was a
student at Radcliffe, but, ac-
cording to Arthur, . “We be-
came aware of each other
only a few years ago, at a
cocktail party.” They have
heen married over two
years, and they’ve lived in
their East Side townhouse
since September.

Throughout the Schlesin-
ger household, there is an
emphasis on style. A sense
of style is a quality that
Schlesinger says is distinetly
missing at the White House.

Schlesinger’s voice is re-
signed when he talks about
the Kennedy and Nixon ad-
ministrations. He does mot

he armed .

seem te comprehend some
subjects. One concerns his
old colleague Kissinger.
“Henry Kissinger,” he
says, ‘has learned about the
advantages of doubletalk.’

* ok %

Alexandra would prefer to
talk about painting rather
than President Nixon: She is
convinced Mr. Nixon has a
secret impeachment wish
that makes him reopen ques-
tions on Watergate whenever
the public starts to forget
about it. But there are more
pressing priorities in her life
than the President. They are
Arthur Peter—her 8-year-old
son from a previous mar-
riage—and little Robert, who
rules the Schlesinger house
like a benevolent despot.

She once studied painting
in Paris. and her mother’s
paintings {ill the walls of her

Nixon ‘doesn’t
have his
bearings’

living room. But perliaps the
most creative room is the
bathroom, which features a
long, languid tub surrounded
by a collage of mirrors.

“We had to find a house
with a tub that was long en-
ough for my wife,” explains
Arthur. :
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Schlesinger’s latest book,
“The Imperial Presidency’”

(Houghton Mifflin), exam-

ines the historic precedents
that have left the presiden-
¢y in its current controver-
sial state. He looks upon
presidential decision as de-
pendent on eventual public
approval, a pattern that did
not backfire until the 1960s.
As a precedent for the U.S.
entry into the Vietnam war,
he cites the deployment of
American ftroops to the
North Atlantic before Con-
gress approved the action.

Most recently he has
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drawn upon psychology for
some of his conclusions..He |
sees the.roots of many of the
problems in the
roots of Richard Nixon.

“He doesn’t have his bear-
ings. He doesn’t know
what’s appropriate. I don’t
think he is making policy de- .
cisions anymore. He is read-
ing a speech written for him
on the energy crisis; he’s .
sleeping. while decisions are
being made on nuclear al-
erts,...”

Then Schlesinger perks up
a bit. “This may be a
change for the better. Most
of the policies he made by
himself were terrible.”
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It’s uncanny. At certain
angles, Alexandra bears an
uncanny resemblance to
Nancy Maginnis, Kissin:
ger’s long-standing’ compa- -
nion.

She seems to be totally de-
voted to Robert, who may be
one of the most energetic
l-year-olds in the world. She
feels New York is certainly
an excellent city to live -and
grow up in. .

“It’s like a tin box filled
with everything that makes
a city beautiful,” she says.

A native of New York, Al-
exandra rates only London
as a more exciting city. She
reveals a mnatural native
réaction when  ‘anyone
speaks ill of her city.

Schlesinger has been here
only since 1967. He, too, says
New York is a grand city.
“At least, it has less crime
than Albuquerque.”
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Schlesinger is convinced
the present form of govern-
ment in the U.S. is the best
possible for the country.

“It’s been said that the
British would have removed
their government a long
time ago if it suffered from
Watergate-type scandals.
But when was the last time
a prime minister was re-
tired for reasons of scandal?

“Qur government at least
suits our history and genius.



Historian and professor of humanities Arthur Schlesinger Jr., at home in New York with
his wife, Alexandra, and ﬂ'helr year-old son, Robert

The parliamentary system
requires a discipline that
wouldn’t suit our loose coali-
tions.”

More than anything else,
Schlesinger wants to dispel
political myths. -
particularly irks him con-

cerns the role of the ‘“‘egg-

head” in government. He
worries about the apparent
_distrust of the Ivy League
community by the Nixon Ad-
ministration.

“Much rests on a presi-
dent’s security. President
Truman had less education
than any president of this
century, yet he was quite

comfortable in the company .

of scholars. Nixon doesn’t
want torbe. challenged. He

wants t0 be reassured. This.

results in his closest advisers
being Ron Ziegler and Gen-
eral Haig.”

One that

There is another myth
Schlesinger would like to
destroy. It concerns Came-

“lot.

“Camelot is a lot of non-
sense. It was something that
was never heard of until af-
ter the murder of President
Kennedy. President Kenne-
dy would laugh at the idea
‘of Camelot if he were alive

. today.” : ' B
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There is nothing as unex-
pectedly entertaining as

~watching Arthur in horse-

play with Robert.
It suddenly becomes clear

.that Arthur has a rubber
.face. It is a face he usually

“keeps- hidden beneath a
slightly curious, scholarly
expression. But, suddenly,

the distinguished Dr. Schle-

singer is rolling his eyes,,

waving his hands behind his
ears and acting therole of a
court jester.
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Despite Schlesinger’s at-
tacks on the abuse of presi-

‘Kennedy
would laugh
at Camelot’

dential power.‘ the last thing
he wants to see is a weaken-
ing of the presidency.

“ still favor presidential

discretion on troop deploy--

ment. I think the president

_should be responsible for

balancing ‘the budget. The
worst thing that can result
through the present adminis-
tration is a weakening of
responsibilities, due to mas-
sive irresponsibility.”

It isn’t. only this country
that is lacking in leadership,
according to Schlesinger.
“The world is suffering from

- a tremendous deficit in lead-

ership.” But he thinks both
Congress- and the presiden-
cy will regain their power.
“There have been strong
and weak periods of Execu-
tive and Congressional pow-
er before. My father had es-
tablished the idea that histo-
ry evolves through cycles.”
He is positive of one thing:
he has no intention of going
back to government service
— even if Edward Kennedy
were to become president.
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