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~ A recently reported in-
s’cance of White House aides
Q;?hcltmg support in ad-
Vance for a speech by Presi-
dent Nixon is apparently a
continuation of a practice
begun early in Mr. Nixon’s
first term.
~«The practice appears to go
consldsrably beyond what
was done in earlier adminis-
trations, according to for-
mer aides for President
John F. Kennedy and Lyn-
den B. Johnson.
' Persons familiar with the
procedures used by the
Nixon administration told
" The Washington Post that
Cabinet officers, business
and labor officials and other
prominent individuals were
regul rly called by the
White House aides on the
days of major presidential
speeches and were asked to
call in their comments,
Sometimes directly to Mr.
leon, after the speech.
w1 addition, an AFL-CIO
spokesman said, in several
wstances during Mr. Nixon’s
first term labor union lead-
ers were called before a
presidential speech and were
asked to make public state-
fmients or to issue press re-
leases supporting the Presi-
derit after the speech.
~ Former Cabinet members
told The Post they were
called by Alexander P. But-
terfield, a former White
House alde and secretary
101" the cabinet. Personal
ﬂlends of Mr. Nixon jwere
‘¢alled by Rose Mary Woods,
the President’s longtime sec-
retary, while special interest
groups were called by the
¢ office of former White
House aide, Charles W. Col-
son, sources said.

~“In all, 17 to 20 such calls

were placed before a major
speech, one source said.

#The net effect of all the
calhng, one source said, was
to generate a chorus of
praise for Mr. Nixon—both
-directly from his personal
‘tallers, and indirectly
thr‘ough the comments: to
-the news media—and ve1y

little criticism of what he
had to say.

The practice is apparently
part of what memos re-
leased during the Senate
Watergate hearings called
the “follow-up” for Mr. Nix-
on’s speeches and press con-

ferences.
Two Cabinet officers in

Mr. Nixon’s first term—Rob-

ert H. Finch, former Secre-
tary of Health, Education
and Welfare, and George
Romney, former secretary
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment—told The Post in

‘answer to questions, that

they received White House
phone calls on the days of
major presidential speeches
when they were Cabinet
members. i

Romney said he was
“quite frequently called by
the Y’hite Hcuse and was
told to call after the speech
with my comments, and I
was told I would be put
straight through to the Pres-
ident.”

The White House ealls

“came before every major
speech, and I would be told
that the President would be
happy to hear from me after
the speech,” Romney said.

In no instance was he told
what to say, Romney said.

“I told him. what I felt
quite honestly and candid-
ly,” Romney said.

Finch said he was occa-
sionally called before a ma-
jor Nixon speech, usually by
Butterfield, and was asked
to call the White House af-
ter the speech. Sometimes,
he said, he called and
passed on his opinion to
Butterfield, while on other
occasions he talked directly
to the President.

The prespeech calls from

the White House “were not_

a regular occurrence,” Finch
said. Many times,
said, Mr.
called Finch after a speech
to ask what he thought of it.

Finch said he felt the Pres-
ident wanted “my political
judgment about the speech
— whether it was a plus or
minus, or up or down.”

‘Al Zack, public relations
director for the AFL-CIO,

Finch -
Nixon himself

said that various union lead-
ers in the AFL-CIO had re-
ported to national headquar-

ters during Mr. Nixon’s first )

term that they had received

calls in advance of Mr. Nix-
on’s speeches from White
House aides saying, “the
President is going to say
something
night.”

In many cases, Zack said,
the union OffICIaLS receiving
the calls “were asked to
make
press releases in support of
the President after the
speech, if they could.” Zack
said he believed the practice
of the White House contact-
ing AFL-CIO leaders before
a speech has died out, be-
cause no union officials
have reported receiving
sich calls in the last year.

important to-

statements, ~ issue’

Zack said that previous
administrations, both Re-
publican and Democratic, of-
ten contacted ~ AFL-CIO
President George Meany in

advance of major economic
speeches or messages to out-
line what the announcement
meant for labor. The Nixon
administration also has con-
tinued this practice, he said.
What was different about
the Nixon administration’s
approach, Zack said, was the
solicitation of statements of
support for the President
from labor union officials.
Kenneth W. Clawson,
White House deputy dlrec-
tor of commumcatlons said
he was unaware that cabmet
officers and others had been
called in advance of presi-
dential speeches durirg Mr.
Nixow’s first term. He said

the White House only fol-
low-up to Presidential

- speeches that he is aware of
' currently is the practice of

calling editors, publishers
and broadcasters after some
‘Speeches and " asking them
what they thought of the
speech.

The practice of hmng up
support in advanee. of presi-
dential speeches in the
Nixon administration ap-
pears to go beyond what oc-
curred in previous adminis-
trations, according to Pierre
Salinger, former press secre-
tary to Pres1dent Kennedy,
and Joseph A. Califano Jr.,
former special assistant to
President Johnson.

Salinger and Califano said
that the White House, dur-
ing their years of service,
encouraged outsi.le mterest

groups to voice suppmt for
administration programs on
Capitol Hill, but they could
not recall the White House
asking these same groups to
issue public 'statements sup-
porting a presidential
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speech. Neither could recall !

White House aides ever ask-
mg Cabinet off1cer= to call
1n a after:-a speech.

“I can’t ‘see the point of
domg that,” saidi Califano.
“We were 1nterested m sup-
port on the Hill. ,

Salinger said that the
Kennedy administration
also lined up support from
private groups for adminis-
tration programs: sent to
Congress, but that:it did not
to his knowledge attempt to
seek public statements of
support for the President on
the night of presidential
spe«ches.



