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Sirica Rules on
3 Nixon

Washington

U.S. District Judge John
J. Sirica yesterday sus-
tained most of the White
House’s claims of executive
privilege for two subpoenaed
Watergate tapes and part of
a third recording.

The judge said the conver-
sations ‘and related docu-
ments that he was withhold-

ing from the Watergate

grand jury had nothing to do
with the Watergate seandal.

The only exception, Sirica

said in a five-page order, in-'

volved a short page of a
June 30, 1972, meeting in the
Executive Office Building
between President Nixon,
then-White House chief of
staff H. R. Haldeman, and
former attorney general
John N. Mitchell.

The President’s chief
courtroom lawyer, Samuel
J. Powers, told reporters
that the White House is fully

~satisfied with Sirica’s deci-

sion and plans no appeal.

The White House has said
that the long June 30 ses-
sion, which dealt with Mitch-
ell’s impending resignation
ay chairman of the Presi-
dZnt’s 1972 re-election com-
mittee, contained only “a
few passing and collateral
references to Watergate,
which are not substantive.”

Accordingly, the Presi-
dent’s lawyers had asked
that the entire recording be

. kept confidential. They said
there was nothing in it “con--

cerning possible criminal
conduct or discussions of
possible criminal conduct,”

Without elaborating, Siri-
ca said he felt the portions
of the discussion touching on
Watergate should still be
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turned over to special prose-
cutor Leon Jaworski forpos-
sible grand jury presenta-
tion. White House lawyers
agreed earlier this week in
a letter that the judge placed
under seal. -

An aide to the judge said
the two segments were
“very brief” and together
took up no more than five
minutes of the 1 % - hour
meeting.

The other two recordings
dealt with yesterday in-

'volved the President’s back-
with
‘White House adviser John

to-back meetings

D. Ehrlichman and then
Haldeman on June 20, 1972,
and a meeting between the

‘President, Haldeman and

then - White House cotinsel
John W. Dean IIT on Sept.
15, 1972. :

The tape of the meetings
on June 20, three days after
the Watergate . scandal
broke, was erased for an 18
Y4 - minute interval just be-
fore the startof a discussion
of the case between Mr. Nix-
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The White House said the
recording as it now stands,
however, should be withheld
from the grand jury since it
no longer contains anything
about Watergate,

Judge Sirica agreed, ex-
cept for the portion of the
tape, including the 18%-
minute “hum,” which was
played in open court last
month during ' hearings on

More tapes news
on Page 14.

the still unexplained era-
sure. He said the claim of
privilege for that segment
was waived. It lasts about 39
minutes and runs from the
last few minutes of the Pres-
ident’s  meeting with Ehr-
lichman, though the long
“hum,” to the Tesumption of
conversation with Halde-
man. , -
The Sept. 15, 1972,
meeting dealt “directly or
indirectly” with the Water-
gate scandal for slightly
over 33 minutes. Judge Siri-
ca authorized that segment
for grand jury considera-
tion; and agreed with .the
White House that the final 17
minutes had nothing to do
with Watergate and should
be -withheld.

Dean has" testified that
Mr. Nixon congratulated
him at the September ' 15
meeting on the “good job”
he had done ang was

Pleased that the cage had

“stopped with (Watergate
conspirator G. Gordon) Lid-

- dy.” Dean said he then told

the President that all he'had-
been able to do was “gon-
tain” the case and “assist in
keeping it out of the White
House.” .
Haldeman has agreed
there: was a discussion of
various aspects of the Water-
gate casze. but denies that
the President congratulated
Dean on Dean’s efforts to
thwart the iilvestigaj,'1011.
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