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~ Nixon Tells Associates He Won’t Quit

By Carroll Kilpatrick
Washington Post Staff Writer

Despite increased specula-

tion that Vice President

Gerald R. Ford may soon
succeed to the top post,
President Nixon continues
to convince White House as-
sociates and others who see
him that he is determined to
serve out his full term.

In a speech “Wednesday

night to appointed officials
with no members of. the
press on hand, Mr. Nixon as-
serted that he was going to
stay on the job.

“History will record that
those of us who stay on this
job and finish this job will
have contributed a great
deal to this country, and we
are -going to stay on this

job,” the President was
quoted as saying.

Although there was no
available transcript, officials
agreed on that quotation.

They described the Presi-
dent as in excellent form
and said that he received a
warm reception from the
more than 300 persons who
had gathered in the Wash-
ington Hilton Hotel to hear

White House staff chief Al-
exander M. Haig, Jr.

For several ‘years, ap-
pointed officials have held
informal meetings to ex-
change views and hear from
one or more high officials.
They had not expected Mr.
Nixon to attend. Wives and
husbands accompanied the
officials to the Wednesday
meeting,.

On several occasions in re-
cent weeks, the President
has dropped in on meetings
or parties unexpectedly, ap- -
parently determined to dem-
onstrate that he has not
been defeated by the Water-
gate charges.

Mr. Nixon has gone out to
some of these events with-
out notifying the press in
advance. It has been a cus-
tom that before a President
leaves the White House the
wire services, at least, are,
notified so that they can
provide coverage.

While the press has bit-
terly complained and has ac-
cused the press office of vio-
lating an old commitment,
Mr. Nixon has paid little at-
tention. ‘

At the meeting, the Presi-
dent acknowledged that the
times were “difficult” for all
officials and thanked those
present, and their wives, for
dedication to the public
business.

“I want to tell you how
much I appreciate your
keeping things going,” one
official quoted the President
as saying. As Mr. Nixon con-
cluded his remarks, he said:
“I won’t let you down.”

Referring to changes that
have occurred since he be-
came President, Mr. Nixon
said that while attending a
reception an hour or two
earlier at the Romanian Em-
bassy he was “struck by the
fact that the Soviet and Chi-
nese ambassadors were here
in the same room.” He
called that “a remarkable
accomplishment.”

The reference obviously
was to Huang Chen, the spe-
cial representative of the
People’s Republic of China,
who is often referred to as
an ambassador although he
does not have that title.




