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DENOCRATS FIRM,

House Panel Will Move
‘Full Steam Ahead,’
Chairman Says

! By JAMES M, NAUGHTON

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Oct, 24—
Democrats in control of the
House Judiciary Committee de-
cided today to pursue and
broaden an inquiry into the
impeachment of  President

Nixon. ) ’
Representative Peter W. Ro-
dino Jr. of New Jersey, the
committee chairman, said \after

crats on the panel that they
would  “proceed full steam
ahead” with the impeachment
investigation despite the Presi-
dent’s” sudden decision yester-
day to surrender the Watergate
tapes to the courts.

Mr. Rodino said the commit-
tee would investigate any al-
legations of “impeachable of-
fenses.” Other committee mem-
bers said that these would in-
clude, but not be limited to; the;
secret bombing of Cambodia in
1970, a short-lived  Administra-
tion plan for burglary and wire-
tapping of suspected subver-
jsives, and the President's re-
fusal to spend funds appropri-
ated by Congress. - ‘

Albert Announces’ Aection

The White House and Repub-
lican Congressional. leaders had|
apparently hoped that the im-|
‘peachment movement would
collapse as a result of the
President’s decision to comply
with Federal court orders to

turn over the Watergate tapes|

to Judge John J. Sirica of!

United States District Court}

here.

a meeting with 19 other Demo-|

But House Speaker Carl Al-
bert, an Oklahoma Democrat,
said at noon today that the
inquiry would continue until it
“plays ' this thing to rest one
way or the other.”

" Mr. Rodino ‘said the Demo-

cratic majority on the Judiciary|

Committee, to which eight im-
peachment  resolutions co-
sponsored by a total of 31
Democrats were referred yes-!
[terday, had agreed to the|
[following steps:

' QHiring ya separate chief|

counsel and staff to investigate
any charges against the Presi-

dent that might bear on his|

impeachment.

GSeeking authority for Mr.
Rodino to subpoena, without a
vote of the full committee, any
documents, tapes or other ma-
terials bearing on the investi-
gation. The committee mem-
bers deferred a decision on
{whe’cher to subpoena all of the
investigative files of Archibald
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Cox, the special Watergate
prosecutor who was dismissed
last Saturday by the President.

QProceeding  simultaneously
with the impeachment inquiry,
hearings -on the President’s
nomination of the House mi-
nority leader, Representative
Gerald R. Ford of Michigan, to

Vice President and legislation
to create an 'independent Wa-

would be -appointed by Judge
Sirica.

Republican members of the
Judiciary Committee also .cau-
icused late today, but made no
idecisions' on the course they
‘might follow in response to the
Democrats’ actions.

Cooperation Promised

Mr. Rodino told newsmen
that the committee’s ranking
Republican, Representative Ed-
‘ward Hutchinson of Michigan,
had promised to cooperate with
.the Democratic majority.

But Mr. Hutchinson said later
that he did not believe it was
necessary to expand the com-
imittee’s staff, that he opposed
"“blanket” subpoena authority
for the chairman, and that he
did not think the inquiry
should go beyond a “very, pre-
liminary” examination of the
impeachment resolutions,

His attitude was in sharp
contrast with that of the Demo-
crats, both on the committee
and .elsewhere in Congress.

Representative Jerome R.
Waldie, a Judiciary Committee
Democrat from California and
the author of one impeachment
resolutions, said flatly that
“we’re in the midst of the im-
peachment process.”

i Several members of Congress
Ireported that their offices hero

'and in their home states con-.

I

i

tinued to be besieged with de-
mands from constituents for
the President’s impeachment,
trial by the Senate and re-

moval from office.

The House can impeach—
that is, bring charges of high
crimes and misdemeanors—
against a Federal official by
majority vote. The Senate then
holds a trial, and can convict
succeed Spiro T. Agnew as|the offiical by a two-thirds
vote. Upon. conviction, the of-
ficial is removed from office.

i The 29 co-sponsors’ of Mr.
tergate prosecution staff that Waldie’s impeachment proposal

James O. Eastland, left,

—all Democrats—issued a joint
statement this afternoon reaf-
firming their commitment to
push for its approval.

“The President’s belated ac-|
tion” to compyl with the courh|
decisions on the tapes issue, the!
statement . said, “removes only
one of the grounds on which
we-sought impeachment, and it
occurred only after the even
graver attempt to obstruct jus-
tice by abolishing the office of
the special prosecutor was car-,
ried out.” |
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chairman of the Senate Judi-

ciary Committee, and Roman L. Hruska, ranking Repuh-
lican member, after yesterday’s committee meeting,
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RASTACTION ASKED

Early Indictments -on
Watergate Sought
to Assure Public

By ANTHONY RIPLEY

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 24—The
Senate’s top Republican leaders,
who had stood beside President
Nixon during the long Water-
gate crisis, urged him today to
restore public confidence in the
investigation by.naming a new
special prosecutor and by speed-
ily pursuing the case. .

The new prosecutor would re-
place Archibald Cox, who was
dismissed by Mr. Nixon Satur-
day.

The Republican leaders also
urged that in the meantime
time Henry E. Petersen, Assis-
tant Attorney General in charge
of the Criminal Division, who
has been named to head the
Watergate investigation, bring
indictments as soon as possible
to assure the public that the
investigation had not stopped.

If Mr. Nixon does not ap-
point a special prosecutor, the
Republican leaders said, then
one should be appointed by
Chief Judge John J. Sirica of
the United States District
Court, .

Senator Hugh Scott of Penn-
sylvania, the Senate Republican
leader, telephoned the message
this morning to Bryce N. Har-
low, counselor to the President,
according to Mr. Scott’s press
secretary.

The call was placed follow-
ing a meeting in the Senator’s
office that was attended by
‘Senator Robert P. Griffin of
Michigan, the Republican whip;
Senator ~John' G. Tower of
Texas, the' Policy Committee
chairman, and Senator Wallace
F. Bennett of Utah, secretary
of the Republican Conference.
Senator Norris ‘Cotton of New
Hampshire, chairman  of . the
Republican Conference, . was
reached 'by  telephone - - md

agreed with his colleagues; - -

The Senators .were. clearly
upset by the flood of mail and
telegrams  protesting the * re-
moval of Mr. Cox and the resig-
nations of former Attorney Gen-
eral Elliot L. Richardson and
former Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral William D. Ruckelshaus.

They were also troubled by
the President’s failure to con-
sult with them over the move,
aides said.

“As a Philadelphia lawyer™
Senator Scott said, “I would
not have given him the kind
of advice he received and ap-
parently accepted. He is left
without an option for appeal.”

One spokesman for the Re-
publican leaders said, “The
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mood is such that the Ameri-
can people must be reassured

that justice is working, and that
a special prosecutor must be
appointed.”

Shortly after the meeting and
the ttelephone call to the White
House, Senator Scott and 13
other members of the Senate
Judiciary Committee met in
closed session and unanimously
recommended that a special
prosecutor be appointed.

. However, the committee re-
sisted a  move by Senator
Edward M, Kennedy, Democrat
of Massachusetts, to call for
reinstating Mr. Cox and a
second move by Senator Ken-
nedy to have Mr. Cox testify
at once before the committes.

Instead, testimony  was
scheduled for Monday morning
at the request of Senator
Roman L. Hruska, Republican
of Nebraska.

Mr. Richardson and Mr.
Ruckelshaus are expected to
follovx{ Mr. Cox before the
committee,

Senator James O. Eastland,
Democrat of Mississippi, ' the|
committee’ chairman, said aft.|
er the meeting that he was
sending a letter to the Acting
Attorney General, Robert H.

°

Bork, asking the Justice De-
partment to limit access to the
evidence gathered by Mr. Cox
and to preserve it.

Several * bills were reported
being drafted to create a spe-|
cial prosecutor’s office, Witﬁ'
the top man to be appointed)|
by the President or Judge Sir-
ica.

Such bills would be open to
Presidential veto. Also, any in-
dictments brought by such ai
special prosecutor would stilll
have to be signed by Justice
Department  officials before
they were legally binding.

Senator Kennedy said that he
was  “hopeful” the President
would not veto such a move.

Senator Birch Bayh, Demo-
crat of Indiana, said that it
would be “totally inadequate”
if the President named a new




Senators Hugh Scott, standing at left, and John V.

Tunney indulging in a bit of byplay before the start of

Vesterday’s closed session

of the Judiciary Committee.

-his chair and demanded—with a
of it, Senator Edward M. Kennedy
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Mr. Scott, who arrived late, found Mr. Tunney sitting in

smile—that he get out
is at center foreground.

special prosecutor within a day
or two under the same guide-
lines that had been set up for
Mr. Cox.

“When the crunch came, Mr.
Cox was summarily discharged,
he said, A newspecialprosecu-
he said. A new special prosecu-
tor, he continued, “has got to
be one that can’t be fired by
the President.”

He suggested that “the Presi:
dent could really heal wounds
by reappointing Mr. Cox.” If
the President attempts to block
‘an independent prosecutor, he
‘said, “he will be in as deep
trouble . tomorrow as he was
yesterday.”

“People are
fed up,” he said.

Senator Hruska said that he
approved appointing a special |
prosecutor but added, “I be-
lieve the Justice Department
can be trusted to prosecute the
case.”

He said that Mr. Petersen
had don “a very effective piece
of work” -in the inestigation
of former Vice President Spiro
T. Agnew.

Senator Robert C. Byrd,
Democrat of West Virginia, the
assistant majority leader, who
is also a member of the com-
mittee, said in remarks  pre-
pared for delivery in North

getting kind of |Carolina tonight that the public

could have “little confidence’
in the Justice Department’s in-
vestigation ordered by the
President-

He sad that an independent
investigation was necessary so
“the whole sordid Watergate
mess in all of its ramifications
will be uncovered for the judg-
ment of the American people.”

Senator Eastland said that
he did not think Congress
should tell the President whom
to appoint, but that a special
prosecutor was necessary.

Asked about possible im-
peachment, Mr. Eastland said,
‘I do not believe that the Presi.
dent of the United States has
committed an  impeachable
thing.”




