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Troop Shifts
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American intelligence of-
ficials report that North
Vietnam has moved than
70,000 fighting men, 400
tanks and more than 200
artillery pieces into South
Vietnam since the cease-
fire nine months ago.

Additionally, these sources
said, the North Vietnamese
army has moved 15 antiair-
craft artillery regiments to
thé south, has nearly comyr
pleted a new all-weather
highway south of Tay Ninh
province and has rebuilt 12
airfields along the hilly
western. perimeter of South
Vietnam. '

Most of the troops and ma-
terial are considered only
nominally a violation of the
truce, since they came by
way of Laos before there
was a peace agreement
there and before an interna-
tional control system was
functioning.

! The bolstering of Com-
munist forces in South Viet-.
nam has continued unabated
since the cease-fire of Janu-
ary 28, the officials said.
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Rebel troops backed by
tanks and heavy artillery
launched a massive attack
or a South Vietnamese
infantry column trying to
recapture Le Minh border
base in the central high-
lands, a military spokes-
man said today.

A - government infantry
battalion of more than 300
men was driven from its po-

sition and by this morning |

250 of them had reached a
regimental headquarters.

The North Vietnamese
320th Division, which con-
trols the Cambodian border
area of western Pleiku proy-
ince, hit the government
column at a point 12 miles
southwest of Pleiky city.

In Cambodia, a battle io
reopen Highway 3. linking
Phnom Penh with the north.
ern rice provinees, continued
yesterday against stubborn
resistance, the military com-
mand reported.

It also reported fighting at
three other points around
Cambodia. o
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