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Slfvex;ce of Witnesses

To Delay Senate Probe

By Lawrence Meyer

Forxher White House ap-
pointment secretary Dwight
Chapin and a Florida Young
Republican leader, Robert
Melton Benz, have refused
to testify before the Senate

select: Watergate committee ..

as scheduled next week.
Both'men, who were to

testify dhout political “dirty

tricks,” have informed the
committee that they would
invoke the Fifth Amend-
ment in response to all ques-
tions if they were called as
witnesses, according to in-
formed sources. :

As a résult, the committee
decided yesterday to cancel
both their appearances and
the Tuesday hearing session
at whichi ‘they were to ap-

' pear. The Watergate hear-
ings are now scheduled 'to
resume Wednesday.

The next. witness to be
called is Donald H. Segretti,
a confessed political sabo-
teur for the Nixon re-elec-
tion campaign who is sched-
uled to plead guilty Monday
in federal court here to car-
rying out illegal sabotage
against the Democratic pres-
idential candidates in the
1972 campaign.

Segretti has been. cooper- -

ating in the:sWatergate. in-
vestigation of Special Prose-
cutor Archibald Cox in re-
turn for "special considera-

‘ Segretti

Washington Post Staff Writer

tion in his own criminal
case. Following his* guilty
plea, he is expected to be
granted limited " immunity
from further prosecution for
his testimony before the
Senate committee,

Chapin hired Segretti, a
former classmate at the Uni-

versity of Southern Califor-
nia, to conduct political espi-
onage and sabotage in 1972,
The Senate committee "had
sought to question - Chapin
about these activities and
his supervision of Segretti.

Chapin has already test.
fied before the federal
grand jury here investiggt.
ing the Watergate affairiHe
was eased out of the White
House following the 1972
election when hig ties'to
became publicly
known. He now works for
U:nited Airlines in Califor-
nia.

Segretti, often using the
code name of “Donald Sim-
mons,” hired many young
men across the country to
carry out sabotage chores as
posing as pickets and dem-
onstrators against potential
Democratic Presidential
candidates that the Republi-
cans wanted to lose in the
1972 primaries. ¥
- Robert Benz was hired “by
Segretti for thig kind ' of
work in Florida, where
Benz, 25, had been 2 county
Young  Republican Club
chairman. Benz, who lives in
Tampa, was named as an

* unindicted co-conspirator in -

the Sept. 17, 1973, indict-
ment of Segretti here. s
Among other things; the
indictment  alleged that
Benz - distributed aff, 2

- George Wallace rally in Pin-

ellas County, Florida, ,gfa‘i*ds
that stated, “If you liks?Hit-
ler, youw’ll love Walla i
Vote for Muskie.” ;

Benz also is alleged. .the
indictment to have regeived
in the mail and distribufed
in Florida phony “Help Mus-
kie Support Busing Our Chil-

dren Now” posters. it




