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A New Equality, i in
Mansﬁeid‘ Vlew

Washington

Senate Democratis lead-
er Mike Mansfield said
vesterday the Watergate
scandal has helped Con-
gress regain its strength
as an equal power of gov-
ernment with the presi-
dency.

Mansfield (D em -Mont.)
said Congress has found it-
self pushed ‘“‘back to the
wall” Dby increased . presi-
dential power since the time
of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

“In  the past.” he said,
“we had either willingly or
knowingly allowed the trans-
fer of powers which under
the Constitution belonged to
Congress, to the Executive.”

Asked aboul President
Nixon's statement in his
news conference last week
that some members of Con-
gress are out to damage the
presidency over the Water-
gate affair, Mansfield re-
plied:

“It isn't a case of cutting
the president down; We're
not against a stlong presi-

dent. It is a case of equaliz-

ing the powers, under the

4

Constitution, between the ex-.
ecutive and the leglslatné
branches. b
“Watergate has helped m

that respect and things are
t11t1ng back towald equah:?
ty.”

Mansfield was inter v1ewui
on the CBS program “Face
the Nation.”

He said the legislative
b1 anch also is Wlllmg to

‘take the blame” for what
happens in Cambodia be:
cause of the August 15 bomb:
ing halt which Con gress ord-
eled He also predlcted
that the present Cambodian
regime of President Lon Nei
will fall to the forces of ex-
iled Prince Norodom Sihan:
ouk. not the Communists, -

“I do not think Cambodia
will become a Communist
state when Sihanouk returns
because he has made it
very plain he is not a Com-
munist,” Mansfield said.
“He may use the Commu-
nists, the Khmer Rouge, to
help him get back into pow-
er, but he will develop a
country based on neutrahty
and based on unity.”
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