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U.S.EndsGaudet Charge
After a Witness Recantsl

NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 24
(AP) — Charges of threatening

Orleans” policeman, Edwin M.
Gaudet, United States Attorney
Gerald Gallinghouse said. today.

Mr. Gallinghouse said the,
charges had been dropped be-

identify Mr. Gaudet. -
Mr. Gaudet had been accused
in a Federal warrant of “know-
ingly, willfully, unlawfully”
making an oral threat upon the
life of President Nixon. The
threat was allegedly made in
New Orleans drugstore on
Aug. 15, five days before Mr.
Nixon was to address the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars conven-
tion in the city.

“The woman witness who had
definitely" identified Gaudet as

stated under oath this morning
that she could not confirm her
previous positive identification,”
Mr. Gallinghouse said.

Magistrate Is Told

He said a United States magls-
trate in Albuquerque, N. M.,!
had been advised that Federal
charges were being dismissed.
Mr. Gaudet has been in cus-

President Nixon’s life have been|
dropped against a former New|

the man who made the threat |

tody since Wednesday, when he|
surrendered to his wife and

hunt in the mountains of north-
ern New Mexioo.

Events in New Mexico
By.ROY REED

Special to The New York Times
ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., Aug.
24—Before- the announcement’
by ‘Mr. Gallinghouse, ‘as Mr.
Gaudet prepared today to re-
turn to New Orleans to fight
the charges against him, the!
former policeman and his law-
yers were confidént that they
could produce enough evidence
to establish that he was in
northern New Mexico on Aug.]
15, the day the threat: was
reportedly made.

Five of his acquamtances in-
cluding a landlord who was
trying tQ evict him, said:in in-|
terviews yesterday that theyy
saw him that day in and around:
his house at the Morning Star|
Commune 12 miles north of
Taos. They said that at least
five other adults and .several
children would be able {0 testi-
fy that they, too, had seen him.

Unable to Post Bond

John W. Ramming, Mr.
Gaudet’s Taos lawyer, arranged
today for his client’s extradi-
tion to New Orleans to face a
Federal charge of threatening

'

cousin, ending a three-day man-| . { off.”

the President’s lite. Fderal mar—
shals were to escort him there
‘tomorrow.

. His first task there will be'
to to win a reduction of a! |
$100, 000 bond that he has been'!
unable to post.

Mr. Gaudet, a 29-year-old
former New Orleans policeman,
eluded Federal and state offi-
cers for two days in the wild
foothills of the Sangre de Cristo
Mountams earlier this week.
His ‘common-law - wife, Judy,
and a cousin got in touch 4with
him and persuaded him to sur-
render Wednesday.

Mr, Gaudet was ‘interviewed
today in the Bernalillo County
Jail here, With nervous ges-
tures and darting eyes, which
his friends describe as his cus-
tomary behavior, he told why
he had run when the plain-
clothes officers came to -the
commune to arrest him Mon-
day.

.He said that he had heard
nothing of the threat against
the President and that he took
the officers at first to be tour-
ists. He said the men showed
him_ ““a piece of paper” with
his mname on it—not recog-
nizable as a warrant, he said
—and examined his identifica-
tion papers.

) ‘I Took Off°

As two of the men edged
toward him, he said, “I took

“It was an animalistic in-
stinct, you know,” he added.
“I didn’t know who they were.
didn’t know they were police-|
men. T felt that they were go-
ing to take my freedom away
frgm” me and I didn’t know
Mr Gaudet’s friends describe
him asiimpulsive. At least two
attribute his fleeing the officers
‘to a kind @8 paranoia that is|
said tp:be:common among the
manyj%'ormer city “dwellers. who|
now live in the New Mex1co
hills.

“We’re all paranoid. That’
:why we’re here,” Alfred Hobbs
‘said ,with a grin last night. He
1s a former anthropology teach-
‘er at:Syracuse University’ and
Utica:College who moved West
because he was “fed up.” He
works at carpentry and, like
his friend Mr. Gaudet, spends
‘much of his time hunting and
roaming the mesas and pifiion-
covered hills.

After fleeing the officers, Mr.

‘Gaudét slipped back to his

homemade adobe house‘and got
a rifle and backpack, he. said.
The officers called for 'rein-
forcements and by -mightfall
;dozens of lawmen were search-
|ing for him. .

He, said the pol)xccamenWw had
fired at him- repeatedly ‘One
bullet severed the shoulder

strap? 0f “hi§ ammunition bag,
he said.

Charged Wlth Assault

He is charged with assaulting
three policemen with intent to
|k111 because of shots he al-
ilegedly fired at the search par-.
ity. He said toay that he ha
fired only once to frighten
awgy a plainclothes man whoi
‘had approached fromthe rear
and’ was aming a handgun at
him, He said he had fired “not
to Kkill him but to warn him,
to make him fall back.”

He said of the mam,hn.mt i §
was very fortunate I was not
killed in tis incident.” :

There is speculation here =
that the state charges against
him will not be pressed once
he is out of the state. Mr.
Gaudet said he had agree to
surrender only after the offic-
ers told his wife that no state
charges would be filed.

One acquaintance who said:
he saw Mr. Gaudet at the mesa
‘Aug; 15 is Michael Duncan, the
jowner of the;land on which,
ithe Morning Star Commuie |
‘has been situated for the Iast
few years.

Other acquaintances report
‘that Mr. Duncan and Mr. Gau-
‘det had an argument that day
‘about Mr. Duncan’s efforis to
‘evict the commune members|
from his land. Mr. Duncel. got
a court order in March tg,
them, but several have fgt
left, The commune has dethrxo-
rated, however, and. some: be-
ilieve that the current hubbub
over Mr. Gaudet will killvit:

Mr. Gaudet was a New.Or-
leans policeman from 1964 to
1967. He left the force after an
mcldent in which he reportediy

“shot: up” _a French Quarter
bar whxle off duty. He worked
as a seaman before . moving
here to live in the commune.
He was a prizefighter during
the early nineteen-sixties and
because of that he has. the
nickname: of “Punchy.”

* Inquiry in New Orleansv ‘

NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 24 (AP)!
— Investigators have been
able to establish sufficient (;lw-
dence ‘to make arrests in con-
nection with an alleged plot to
asassinate President leon,
sources close to the inquiry
said today.

One” informant said Federal
land local officers would “just
'be watching” six black militants
reportedly - involved in a plot
to kill Mr. Nixon. “Welll Just
ride it out,”” the source said.

In - Washington, a Secret
Service spokesman said ‘he
would have no comment on;the
New Orleans report.

* Bub the spokesman, Jack
Warner, said the mvestlgatlon
into the alleged conspiracy was
continuing and that arrests
were still possible in the case.

He' said there had been no
change in the status of the in-
vestlgatlon as far a§ the Secret
Service was concerned




