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PRESIDENT VOWS TO REMAIN IN OFFICE

Hew Admits Damage
But Calls Watergate

A Thing

! before the new
this annou B

questions, but the réporters
plunged immediately’ into
Watergate questions follow-
ing“Mr. Nixon’s six-minute
statement. They stayed with
Watergate for the rest!of the
time except - for tworques-
_tions -about Agnew and a

o
One - of the many? unre-
so%ed questions from' the
37 days of Senate Watérgate
hearings is why President
Nixon turned over to Halde-

man tapes of his private con-
versations. with 'then-White
House counsel John' W. Dean

of the Past

is

saymg hat ' he had given
Haldeman' enly one tape
after the warning, a record-
ing of a conversation in the
Oval Office on Sept. 15, 1972,
in which Dean said he flrst

warned the President that -
‘White House officials: amlght .

be involved in the Warbergate
case. However, the Pres1dent
said that Haldeman llstened

“only to the tape on Sept 15

. in which he had part1c1-
pated in the conversatlon
throughout.”

Haldeman has testlfled
that Dean was with the Pres-
jdent alone both: vbef&re and
after Haldeman was in the

i the Watergate investi;

| case,

| involvement

; very& ;

expec e
" e in
mvolvé

ixen a wered by |

meeting. and that he heard €
ntire plan that . specifically au-

cemed the Premden
parent failure to .respon 9
the warning of then

FBI Director L. Patrick

aides were trying to confuse

and would “mortall;
wound” the presxdency
they succeeded.

Mr. Nixon said he did
gnow whether Gray I
ased the words
wounded” and that in
“That is irrelev %

The President alsp was
asked why he had not been
warned of the White House
in Watergate
by his old friend and then
Attorney General John .
Mitchell—and why he’ “had
not asked Mitchell to gJ,
him his aplmon

ediately after

President sa:
then

: ent, ! “expre%sed :
: great chagrlrf that “he had
not run a tight enough ship, ,

and- that some of the boys,
as he called them, got in-
volved in this kmd of activ-
1ty, \Z ch’ he knew to be
\,ﬁry embarrassing,
bm its illegality, g%
aign.

hout I would have

amart:
the

e event that he was
or that an xb“ody
else was,’? Mr. Nixon s aid.
: . tell ‘me. I don’t
for not telling
+ given his rea-
lelling me. I re-
did not, because
‘right. Had he
Yold me, Iwould have blown
my sfrack just as I did at
Alegler the other day.”
© The President’s comment
about press secretary Ron-
ald L. Ziegler drew laughter
from the reporters and from
Ziegler, who was shoved to-

% ward reperters by an.angry

Mr. Nixon outside a New Or-

leans convention center
‘Monday.
© Mr. Nixon’s outburst

against - 71eg1er was Dro-
voked by the sight of report-
ers entering the same door
of the center which the
President was using. It was
regarded both by aides and
reporters as symbolic of the

President’s growing tension

with-the “press, an attitude
that was carefully expressed
by Mr.- Nuqon at various
points in the news confer-
ence. .
+ His anger showed, how-
ever, when he was asked
whether he hadn’t violated

Gray on’ July 6, 1972, thaté

o

Cthe.

/Mr. Mitchell to tell’

his oatli 0F oftice in 1970 by
approving a surveillance

‘thorized burglary in domes-
tic security cases. The plan
iwas rescinded five days af-
'ter it was,put into operation

ok “becausw objections from

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo-
Ver
Mr. Nixon said that a Sup-

1Téme Court decision of last
Zvee year

“indicates inherent
‘power in the presidency to
‘protect the natonal security

',E?'Jn cases like this.” Looking

break-in in Juﬁéf

" 'Mr. Nixon added.

 directly at his questioner,

Mr. Nixon then said:

“I should also point out
to you that in the three Ken-
nedy years and.the three
Johnson years through 1966,
when burglarizing of thls
type did take place, when. it
was authorized on a very
large scale, there was no
talk of impeachment and it
was quite well known.

“1 shall also point out that
when you ladies and gentle-
men indicate your great in-
terest in wiretaps, and I un-
derstand - that, that the
height . of the wiretaps was
when Robert Kennedy was

Attorney General m 1963. 1-°
dom’t criticize« it, however.

He hadgover 250-in,1963, and
of co gg@the average: in the

Elsen er administration
and:
tion is about 110. But if ‘he
had 10 more and as a result
of wiretaps had‘been able to
discover 'he 'Oswald plan, it
would have bEﬁn worth it.”

The' shortest answer in
Mr. Nixon’s press confer-
ence came when he was
asked How much responsi-
bility he accepted for the
“climate  at the ‘White
House” and the “zibuses of
Watergate.”

“IL. accept it all 2 he re-
plied curtly.

But .the. President, in re-
sponse to three other ques-
tions,” showed both weary-
ing effects of Waterg ate ‘and

st

ity.to govern had heen seri-
odﬁly weakened, Mr. Nixon
said, ‘§t is true that asifar
as the capacity to govern
.1s concerned that to ‘I;e un-

regard . to the capag‘;
govern,

elected to do a joh.
gate is an episode

“Nixon administra- :



aMr. Nixon then said, “we
i “proceeding as best we

know to get all those guilty

brought to justice in Water-
gate, but now we must move
from Watergate to the busi-
ness of the people.” Several
reporters rose and tried. to
askyquestions, but Mr. Nixon
said “just a minute” and
confinued with his answer.
“We have had 30 minutes
of this press conference,”
the President continued. I

have iyet to have, for ex-.

ample, one question on the
business of the people,
which. shows you how we
are consumed with this.”
After the press conference,
Mr. Nixon met with his
chief of staff, Alexander M.
HaigyJr., and expressed sur-
priseithat no one hs
tioned him about t
ers Tesignation. But' Haig
said Mr. Nixon was pleased
with his showing. s,
“He  did his utmost with

gloves-off and even worse
questions,” Haig said. “He’
did- a superb job and this:
"will contribute to getting on

with. the business at hand.”
Atiione point in the: press
conference Mr. Nixon| was
asked 1o identify those
whom he had described in
his television speech Ilast
week as people who would
“exploit” the Watergate is-
sue.

“I " would  suggest that
where the shoew=fits,” people
should wear it,” Mr. Nixon
saide' “I would think that
some political figures, some
members of the press per-
haps, ;:some members of the
television, perhaps would
exploit it.” E,

On' other Watergaterelat-
ed questions, the President
denied that he "was 'giving
the impression of %at least
a subtle attempt to bribe the
judge” when he, met with

Judge W. Matt Byrng to dis- |

cuss’ appointing him FBI
director while Byrne was
presiding over the trial of
Daniel Ellsberg.

‘Mr. Nixon said he had met
with Byrne because then-At-
torney  General .Richard
Kleindienst had recommend-
ed Byrne for the FBI job
and because Mr. Nixon want-
ed someone “preferably with
FBI experience, preferably
with prosecutor’s experience,

. and preferably, if possible, a

-Democrat so that we would

~have 1}'0 problem with con-

firmation.”
On the subject of clemen-
i ¢y for the convicted Water-
gate burglars Mr. Nixon

said that Haldeman testi- |

fied accurately that a discus-
sion in the President’s of-
fice on March 21 was about
a fund for the families of
. the defendants rather than
Y “hush money” to keep the
defendants from talking,
Mr. Nixon said he told
Dean at this meeting that
the defendants would not
stay quiet unless they re-
ceived clemency. The Presi-
dent also said ‘there would
be a problem in getting the
money to them and that
Dean had told him it would
probably take $1 million
during the four years that
the defendants were in jail.
And so that was=why I
concluded, as Mr. Halde-
man;’ re'cal‘ls perhaps ;
‘John, it i§ wromg, it wont
work. We can’t give.clemen-
cy .and we have got to get
this story out. And there-
fore, I'direct yoli, and I
direct Haldeman, I direct
Ehrlichman and I 'direct
Mitchell to get.together to-
morrow and. meét with me
as to how we get this story
out’ And that is how the
meeting on the 22d took
place.” ®
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