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Agnew Move Seen in Month

By Richard M. Cohen
and Bill Richards
Washington Post Staff Writers

BALTIMORE, Aug. 21—
‘The federal prosecutor di-

recting the investigation of

Vice President Agnew said

today that the information
'compiled on the Vice Presi-
"dent may not be presented
to a grand jury until after
Labor Day (Sept. 3). -

- George Beall, the U.S. at-
torney for Maryland, said
that if the decision is made
to present evidence against
Agnew to the grand'jury, it
-Is “more likely” that the

- -Tpresentation would not be .

«made until next month.
“However, he refused to rule
~dut the possibility that he
.may accelerate his investiga-
~fion and present his inform-
~ation before then,

.~ “+“The investigation is con-
~, tinuing apace and there will
’* be decisions made depend-
fu ing on the information re-
.+ ceived,” Beall sai G A6
"‘ On Sunday¢Attorney Gen.
"eral Elliot Richardson said
.he would personally decide
+*when to bring the Agnew in-
‘vestxgatlon before a grand

; ~1jury. Richardson said that in

r«making his decision, he also
«twould have to decide
*Whether a sitting Vice Presi-
“dent can be indicted for a
: mcnme while still in office, or
»;whether impeachment and
<remova1 from office would
”‘have to take place first.
< +Agnew was notified Aug.
1 by letter that he was un-
<de1 investigation in connec-
ﬁtlon with a klckback probe

being conducted by the U.S.
attorney’s office in Balti-
more. The probe, informed
sources have said,
tered around the ailegations
of three contractors that
they personally gave Agnew
cash payments in return for
state contracts while Agnew

was governor of Maryland

and later while he was Vice
President.

Informed sources have
said that the prosecutor
will not plesent its evidence
to the grand jury until other
lesser political figures are
indicted. These sources said
that five Baltimore County
political figures probably
will be indicted later this
week aspart of a widening
probe of political corruption
in Maryland.

The investigation -began
last January when probers
started looking into allega-
tions that Baltimore County
political figures had re-
ceived kickbacks from engi-
neegring and architectural
firms doing business with

. the county. It hassince wid-

ened into an investigation of
other areas of the state as
well as an 1nvest1gat10n of
Agnew.

Agnew served as Baltl-.

more County executive from
1962 to 1966 and as governor
of Maryland from 1966 to
January, 1969, when he be-
came Vice President. He
was succeeded as Maryland
governor by Marvin Mandel,
a Democrat.

Agnew, as he has done
once before, appeared at a
news conference yesterday

is cen- .

to assert his innocence. The
Vice President also accused
unnamed Justice Depart-
ment officials of leaking in-
formation to the press and
called on - Richardson to
mount an: investigation to
determine the source of the
leaks. !
At the same time, Agnew

all but challenged Beall to
interview him in the of-
fice and hear his side of the
story. “I suppose that if he
wants to hear only one side
‘of the story, that’s up to
him,” Agnew said.

“I will say only that it
seems to me a very strange
way to run an investiga-
tion,” Agnew said.

Beall, in what has become
his daily meeting with re- -
porters, once again said he
had not  yet decided on
whether to take Agnew up
on his offer and interview

~him.

¥

Talking to reporters-
shortly after Agnew had
concluded -his televised
statement, Beall said,
“There has been the sugges-
tion that this office does not
want to meet: with the Vice
President. That is not true.”
Beall said that the matter is
“under study.”

“Indeed;” he added “the
whole investigation contin-
ues under active study, in-
cluding interviews with the
Vice President. It is. one of
those unresolved questions
as to the manner and extent
to which such an interview
or any other conversation
can be conducted.”

Informed legal

sources

said today that it is not un-
known for a person under
investigation to request a
meeting with prosecutors, if

he feels that he can refute
the allegations against him.
But on a routine basis, sour-
ces said, targets of 1nveqt1ga— )
tions usually are not inter-
viewed by prosecutors nor '
called before grand juries.

Beall apparently is being
closely supervised by the
Justice Department. Twice
last week Assistant U.S. At-
torney General Henry E.
Petersen met with Beall and
his staff here and at one
point personally interviewed
Lester Matz, a Baltimore
County engineer whose tes-
timony reportedly is critical
to the Agnew probe.

It is not known if Beall
has the authority on his own

. to accept Agnew’s offer or if

the final decision will be
made in the Justice Depart- -
ment. Beall referred today -
to the unique nature of the

case when he discussed who'

has the possibility to author-

ize an indictment.

“It’s not clear whether the
final authority rests with
the White House or the At- '
torney General,” he said. “I :
don’t know who has the fi- |
nal authority. It’s above my
level. We’re téchnically in
the stratosphere on this
one.” 2

The 35-year-old prosecu- |
tor, a Republican and Nixon
appointee, appeared calm
during his meetings today
with reporters, although he
warned that today’s press
conference may be his last
on the probe. Beall is a
brother of Maryland’s junior
Republican senator, J.
Glenn Beall. Another
brother, Richard, is an engi-
neer and an officer of one of
the engineering firms under
investigation in the kick-
back'probe.

Beall denied a“am that
his office was a source of
leaks to the press. He di-
rected the attention of re-
porters to a statement he
and three of \his assistants
issued last week in which
they said they were not t@e
source of the stories and
promised to “preserve the
secrecy of the proceedings.”

He said he was “gravely
concerned about the possi-
bility ' of allegations that
leaks were coming from the
U.S. attorney’s office in Bal- .
timore. There are none,” he
said, adding that “this office .
stands by the statement |
made last Wednesday after-
noon.”



A McGraw-Hill  weekly

publication concerned with |

the construction trade said
yesterday that  Agnew’s
name “is now being men-
tioned” in connection with
the Justice Department’s re-
fusal to prosecute Maryland
contractor Vietor Frenkil in -
1970. )

The weekly, the Engineer-
ing News-Record, quoted an
unnamed Baltimore contrac-
tor as saying that federal in-
vestigators were looking
into Agnew’s role in the
case. This could not be inde-
pendently confirmed,

A federal grand jury re-

turned an indictment
against Frenkil for at-
tempted bribery of members
of Congress, but former At-
torney * General John N.
Mitchell refused to allow
Beall or his predecessor,
Stephen Sachs, to sign it.

A firm headed by Frenkil,
Baltimore Contractors, Inc.,
received a contract in 1964
to build two underground
parking garages for the Ray
burn House Office Building.

A price of $13.5 million
was approved for the pro-
ject, but “Frenkil claimed an
additional $5 million. The
grand jury investigated alle-
gations that . he offered
money, to members of ‘Con-
gress' to win their support
for his claim. '
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