. AGNEW, From Al

Beall also demed that his of
ﬁce ‘does not want fo meet
wlth Agnew‘ “This is not
true ” he said. “We have not
rea‘ehed 4 conclusion, and this

¥¢ Tnder study. Indeed, the
whole investigation continues:
-under active study, including |
the p0551b111ty of an interview.
One of “the unresolved queés-
tions is the manner in which
this interview or conversatlon
canibe conducted.” -
Richardson joined in Beall’
denial -of leaks coming from
gnvernment investigators.. “I
fully share ‘the Vice Presi:
dent’s concern about unfair
and- 1naccura¢e publicity,” he

|

said. “I stand by my prev10us1
statement that every reasona- !
ble step. is being taken to as-|
sure that the Justice Depart-
ment - has not- been, ~and swill |
1ot be the source of such ‘pub- |
11c1ty

re ra1nt 1n
e media|
ire |

have any fn'm basis for thi
sumption that the infor tmn
which has appeared 1n . the
press has‘come from law . en-
forcement officials.

“In any case, any plaﬁmble
lead ' implicating the De;part
ment of Justice will be pur
sued . v1gorously, and appgom i-
ate disciplinary action wxll be !
‘takepiagainst any Department ‘
emg}'oyee found to be « respon-

repix to: a complam,t by the|
Ameryqan Civil Liberties Un-
10n that Agnews rlghts were

sald he shared
LU’s“¢oncern, but he dis-
| pt “unwarrant@’d and
‘unfair” an ACLU . contention
that the leaks

| | to sub Parnfiate the charge®
Another Justice Department
spokesman said the Vice Pres-
 |ident had made his demand
; l for an investigation of leaks in
|a letter to Richardson thatiar-
! rived just before Agnew Went
on‘television.
! Rather than any massive in-
" vestigation, the spokesman -

|

said; Richardson himself had -

inquired of the relatively few
people informed about the in-
vestigation whether they -had
leaked infermation about it,
and all said no. The Attorney
Genm'al will continue to. ad-
monish the departmenta]: staff
| against leaks, the spokesman
said.
"Agnew; lookmg tanned but

1mpact which this smear pub-

4
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gaunt noted tr_xat Richardson
1nte1;'v1ew Sun-
hat any of the

{and that he.would 1nvest1gate
‘any suggestion that they did.

“I have communicated with
the Attorney General -today
and have asked that he fulfill
that promise and pursue -such
an investigation: wworously,
Agnew said. i

“T hope that :the nat]onal
news media will also urde Mr.
Richardson and the Justice
Department to conduct such
an investigation diligently,
wherever it may lead, and to
use all available mves’ngatory
tools to compel sworn. testi-
mony to reveal the identity of
‘unnamed: Justice Department
‘officials’ and ‘sources close to
the irivestigation.’ ”

Agnew said he was spea}ung
out a second time in ‘two
weeks because “any person
"who h,as,% been in politics and
governn’ien’p for many years is.
aware of the personal and po-:
litical hazards of unsubstanti-|
ated charges, ‘rumors, innu-|
endo and speculation. J

“I have been subjected to
these _before,” ke said, “and I
am accustomed .to flgh’ung
this king of battle. What I find
intolerable, however,” is the

arly private
e Been swept

other persons he refemed to
and his office refused to elabo-
rate. j.\ :

Agnew based his mplamt
speexflcally on a story in this
week’s issue of Time maga-
zine, which said that “in the:
V1ew of Justice Department of-
f1c1als in Washington, the case
against him is growing stead-
ily stronger, and that an in-
dictment appears inevitable.”

The Time story also quoted
“g Justice Department. official
in Washington” as saying hat
“the:, depa.rtment .has:
choice.” At least thl‘ee Wlt-
nesses have told of delivering
cash payoffs to Agnew. The
ev1dence is so strong that the
case must be taken to trial’

In the face of such reports,

‘Agnew again yesterday said
"he will fight “to prove my in-
nocenee” and intends to re-
main “in the high office to|
which 1 have been twice :
iected ‘.

Agnew took the extraordl-
nary step of attacking the At-|
torney General' and Justlce
‘Department of his own, .admin-
1s‘cmt;on after having advised
the White House of his inten-
tion to.meet the: press; but not
of the: substance of what he
would say.

. White House deputy press

! ly‘%'aﬁé” re\po

. ries on Aug. 7 that he was un-

secretary Gerald L. Warren

reported: thatthe Vice Presi
dent in his notification “di L
not" ointo dﬂj‘.g;ls ”

Warren denounced as s “total-
that ’gffere - was
a cnntmgency plan to choose

"a new Vice President if’ Ag-l

new were to resign.

It was Agnew’s ‘second tele-
vised/meeting with reporters
“herevin two weeks. These]
meetings came at a time *PreSbI
dent Nixon has been under in-j
creasing criticism for not-hold-;
ing a press conference to dis-l
cuss hfié own Watergate 'trou—l
bles.; )

Agnews office billed it as a!
“press conference” but at the-
outset of his eight-minute
statemient which he read the
Vice President said he would
answer no questions.

This was so, Agnew said,
“not because I want to avo1d
the facts, not because I do not .
wish to see you fully in-
formed, but because to do so
would be to continue diScus- °
¢ sion in, a public forum of what -
should be a secret investiga-
'tlon By such a, free-whee]lng"
discussion, -1 would be eng o
ing in the very same tactics
that I called you here to criti-| -
cize.” 7 ‘

At the close of ‘the :state-
ment, Agnew again apologized
for not. answering questions.
“I understand that disappoint-
ment is likely to result,” he
said, “but I would ask each of
‘you as a fau‘-mmded individ-
ual to place himself in my pos-
jtion and understand the re-
strictions of my current sta-
tus.”

The Vice President, among
the nation’s foremost critics of
the press in the past,. also
seemed-to go out of his way
yesterday to absolve the press
of blame for" prmtmg the
leaks and to place it s fc_zrely i
on the Justice Departiment.

“T have not called you to
this meeting for the purpose
of criticizing the news media,”
‘he said. “I ecannot fault - you
‘for publishing information
glven you by  informants
|Within the Deparfment of Jus-
‘'tice. The blame must rest with
ithose who give this informa-
tion to the press and who do

so with an obvious motive of
interfering with the independ-
ent 1nvest1gat1ve process of
the grand jury.”

After the first pubhshed sto-

der federal investigation, Ag-
new said, he had issued a
statement “declaring my inne-
cence of’any wrongdoing, and
announcing I would make no
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furth,er'comm nt untxl the in-
a5 been com-

i e had every rlght to ex-
pect,” he said, “that a smulal

_effort to prevent publicity
| would be made by the Attor-
1ney General and Mr. Beall
and their respective -staffs in
Washinigton and Baltimore.
That, of course, was then le-
gal duty.

“Therefore, I was shocked
. durinig the course of the next
36 hours to discover that the
news media were reporting
numerous details concerning
the investigation, detailed alle-)
gations that had to be coming
from people who were actu-
ally partlclpatmg in the inves-
tigation.”

It was for this reason he
$aid, that he had called hlS
first press conference, on Aug.
8,“to set the record stra1ght ?
But since then, he said;, “the
leaks have continued una-
bated” It has become ‘clear,
he said, that ‘“the ‘sources
close to:the investigation’ so
frequently quoted were indeed
just tha;g—persons mvolved in
the 1nv§st1g,aL01}’ process:”

In his first press conference,
in *which Agnew labeled re-
ports that he had received spe-
cific cash kickbacks “damned
hes ” he: observed

.THe accusationsthat are
bemg made, if they do come
from people who -are dlso un-
der investigation, ust be
looked at as accus;

this trouble, and are flirting
with the idea that they ¢an ob-
tain immunity or reduced
charges, “perhaps, by dom,,
s0.”

But.the Vice Pre51dent then|
added that, “I have no tangi-
ble or definite inforr'nationI
about the leaks.” l

Before Agnew’s press con-|
ference - yesterday, Whlte{
House deputy press secretary!
Warren' again expressed the

- President’s contidence in Ag-’
new, but;said Mr. Nixon would
not comment .on the leaks,

which he said was a matter for
Rlchardson s attention. .

“The : President’ feels that
leaks m situations such as this
are certainly alien to our due
process..of law and the rights
of individuals and’ certainly do
not assist the proper authori-
ties in investigating certam
matters,” Warren sald




