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Watergate ‘Writer’ Ill in Jail |

By Maxine Cheshire

Washington Post Staff Writer

Convicted Watergate con-
spirator E. Howard Hunt
has apparently suffered a
‘siroke that has left one of
his legs partially paralyzed,
according to his literary

agent, Donald MacCampbell.

MacCampbell szid yester-
day that he learned of the
illness when he visited Hunt
recently at the federal
prison in Danbury, Conn.

MacCampbell said Hunt
told him that -he believes
the stroke was brought on
by a fight he had in June
with a cellmate in the Dis-
triet of~Columbia jail.

Hynt’s lawyer described
him at the time as being
“very upset” from a “very
traumatic experience” and
he was transferred immedi-
ately to the Arlington
County jail.

According to MacCamp-
bell, Hunt has been “de-
teriorating rapidly — hoth
physically and psychologi-
cally.”

“He told me he won’t last
two  years in prison,” said
-MacCampbell. “He looks like
"an old man, He was wet with
perspiration. He was in such
bad shape that he couldn’t
even draft a letter. I had to
do it for him.”

He added, “I don’t know

what kind of treatment he is
getting from the prison doe-
tors. He told me that they
car’t treat his wulcers be-
cause that medicine con-
flicts with his -high-blood
pressure and they can’t
treat his high-blood pressure

because that conflicts with

his-ulcers.” "
The stroke, MacCampbell

. said, has' left Hunt with a

loss of feeling in his left leg.
The prison’s chief physi-

cian, Dr. David Comer, ref-,

used to discuss Hunt’s medi-
cal problems. . s

“It’s a privileged relation-
ship and confidential,” he
said. “If Mr. Hunt wants to
discuss it with anyone, that’s

up to him, but I regard it as
a violation of medical ethics
to say what he has or
doesn’t have.” -

Dr. Robert Brutsche, med-
ical director for the Bureau
of Prisons, confirmed that a
medical examination of
Hunt at Danbury showed
that Hunt has symptoms
“consistent with a stroke
but not necessarily indica-
tive of one.” :

After Hunt complained to

' doctors at Danbury of his

symptoms, they diagnosed
weakness in the left leg and
“physical symptoms .. . that
could be due to a stroke or
something else.”

There is “no visible inca-
pacitation,” Brutsche said.

Hunt, who is provisionally
committed to Danbury while
awaiting permanent sentenc-
ing, is hoping that his physi-
cal condition may be takén
into consideration by Chief
Judge John J. Sirica of U.S.
District Court, MacCamp-
bell said.

"Until his health began to
fail, MacCampbell said,
Hunt had been making
notes for a new book. He
writes in longhand becauge
he is not allowed to have:a
typewriter.

“He has set some sort of
publishing record,” says Mac-
Campbell. “He will so6n
have 17 books on sale in
bookstores at the same
time.”
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David Bress, Robert Mardian’s attorney,

questioning during second . day of testi-
challenges Sen, Lowell Weicker’s line of

mony by ex-Nixon -campaign aide.



