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 President Approved Raid
[ on Psychiatrist’s Office
|

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON

Speclal to The New York Times |
i WASHINGTON, July 19 —
Robert:  C, Mardian, a former
Assistant  Attorney General,
- testified today that a Water-|
gate conspirator, G. Gordon;
Liddy, gave him the clear. {im-
pression” a year ago that Pres-
ident Nixon had authorized a
1971 burglary of the office of|
Dr. Daniel Ellsberg’s former,
psychiatrist. P
“I wish to be very careful
here, because I don’t know that

Excerpts from testimony:dnd
Ervin hoax text, Pages 11,12

he used the name of the P’rasi-l
dent,” Mr. Mardian said 'as he
recited, for the Senate Water-
gate committee, his interroga-
tion “of Liddy three days:after
the Watergate break-in. 7%
But he said that Liddy had
used words “clearly meant to
imply-that he was acting on the
express authority of the Presi-
dent of the United States, with’
the assistance of the Central
Intelligence Agency” in carry-
|ing -out the burglary. 5
President Nixon and officials
of the C.LA. have strenuously
denied that they had " prior
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knowledge of or involvement in
the! burglary - carried out . by
Liddy and other agents.of a
sectet White House “plumbers”|
unit.'Liddy has refused to tell
investigators anything about his,
covert activities. .

Mr. Mardian’s evident caution’
in reciting Liddy’s belief that!
the “plumbers” unit—the group
investigating leaks of security
information—had been operat-
ing with the specific blessings
of the President was under-
scored by Mr. Mardian’s previ-
ous,statements to newsmen that;
he was not a fan of Liddy and!
had.,once turned down his bid
for.a job in the Justice Depart-
ment. i

Fuarthermore, Mr. Mardian’s:
account today of what he had:
learmed about the Watergate
scandal clashed directly’ and
frequently with the testimony
of  five previous witnesses at

L,
the Senate hearmgs:

James Hamilton, an assistant
~counsel  to the . investigating
committee, questioned Mr. Mar-
dian so extensively about the
conflicts his testimony " ‘pre-
sented ‘that the former Justice

+ Department official complained,

at.one point, that the question
resembled “\aal indictment.”

In.one of the central con-
fliot‘s, Mr. Mardian disputed the
testimony given last week by
former Attorney General John
N. Mitchell, who swore to the’
committee that he never ap-
proved Liddy’s $250,000 intel-
ligence-gathering scheme that
led to the break-in at the Wa-
tergate offices of the Demo-
cratic National Committee,

Mr. Mardian said today under
oath that he had related t¢ Mr.
Mitchell Liddy’s statement that
the;; electronic eavesdropping
scheme had the former Aft.
torney General’s approval, and
that: Mr. Mitchell “didn’t denyr
it.” . : -k

Although he was a close
friend of Mr., Mitchell’s, was
one of his protégés at the De-
partment of Justicé and was
an aide last year to Mr. Mitch-
ell at the Committee for the
Re-election of the President,
Mr. Mardian showed no emo-
tiop, today as he suggested, in
effect, that the former Attorney:!
General had not told the truth.

Mr, Mardian, a trim, baldish
man, peered through his gold-

‘rimmed eyeglasses as he calmly

denjed the accounts of five
earlier- witnesses that he had
been.a central character in the
Walergate cover-up,

He .insisted that his knowl-
elge of the break-in and cover-|
up had come to him as attorney'
for the re-election committee,
that'he was therefore obliged
by ‘an' attorney-client ethic of
confidentiality to withhold his!
inforthation and that "it had,
trotibled him so much that he!
had félt as if he were “caught,
in quicksand.” .

. Witness Makes Denials

He'mad the following denials|
under’ Mr. Hamilton's ‘interro-|
gatfon: -

QHe said that John W. Dean!
3d,  the former White House
legal = counsel, was “dead
wrong” in testifying that Mr.|
Mardian had been given access!
to confidential investigative re-|

ports of the Federal Bureau of|

Investigation. /

to “It was the last thing I
wanted to do,” said the former;}
chief of the Internal Security|
Division of the Justice Depart-
ment..

THe refused to concede that
he had ever taken part in dis-
cussions specifically related to
the -plans of Jeb Stuart Mag-
ruder, the deputy campaign di-
rector, to advance the cover-up

by giving prejured testimony'
last.fall to a Watergate grand
jury. : :

Mr..Mardian’s participation in.
such discussions was illeged in!
the testimony of Mr. Mitchell,}.

Mr. Magruder and the witness
who preceded Mr. Mardian to-
day, Frederick C. LaRue. But
Mr. Mardian steadfastly insisted
that, to the contrary, he had-al-
ways advised grand jury’ wit-
nesses “they would have to tell
the truth.” .

GHe denied that he was'
‘aware of any discussion of ef-'
‘forts that led to the enlistment
of Herbert W. Kalmbach, the
President’s former personal
lawyer, in raising the $450,000
that was used to make pay-
ments to the Watergate conspir-
~ators.

To Best of Recollection

Mr. Mardian told Mr. Hamil-
ton ‘that the only answer he
icould give to support his credi-
bility as a witness was to say
[that he was testifying “to the
lbest ‘of my recollection and
ability.”

He swore that Mr. Magruder!
jhad been mistaken in saying,
that Mr. Mardian had once sug-!
gested altering Mr. Magruder's|
appointment calendar to hide
the trues about a meeting Feb.
4, 1972, that was related to the|
intelligence gathering scheme.|
He insisted that Maurice H.
Stans, the chairman of the]
campaign finance committee,
wag in error about Mr.- Mar-
dian’s involvement in efforts to
secrete .$81,000 of campaign
cash that had not been reported.

He also disputed Mr. Dean’s
testimony that it was Mr. Mar-
dian who hadsuggested that
the break-in defendants might
‘be provided with “silence mon-
ey’ from the CIA., and he
quarreled with the statement
LaRue made yesterday that it|
was Mr. Mardian who had ar-
ranged a June 20, 1972, inter-
view of Liddy in LaRue’s Wash-
ington apartment.

It was at the June 20 inter-
‘viwe, Mr. Mardian recalled to-
day, that he learned from Liddy
the: “shocking” details of the
Watergidte break-ins — the
bungled one three days earlier
turned out to be the second—
and of the “plumbers” unit ac-|
tivities that Mr. Mitchell later|
described as ‘White House hor-
rors.” 3
¢ \Mr. Mardian said that, unlike
LaRtie; a former campaign of-
ificial who could not recall the
,"'n’cerview with precision yester-
day, he had a “pretty vivid”
recollection of Liddy’s account.

The recollection was bolster-|
ed by a set of notes that had
kept on the witness table bv
Mr. Mardian’s attorney, David
Bress, and used for, oceasional
whispered reminders. . ..
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HOAX VICTIM: Senator Sam J..Ervin Jr., Watergate committee chairman, emerging

from a phone booth outside the Senate Caucus Room after learning from Treasury. Sec- |
retary George P. Shultz that a call purportedly from the Secretary, assenting to the |
release of Presidential tapes, was false, Details, Page 12.
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Robert C. Mardian, right, receiving some advice from his lawyer, David Bress




