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Sen Sam Ervin (D-N.C.),
 chairman of the Senate select
Vatergate committee, an-
nounced before the start of
the afternoon session that the
committee had received a let-
ter - from Secretary of the
Treasury George P. Shultz re-

garding testimony by officials

of the Secret Sermce ‘an agen-
cy of the Treasury. Followmg
is the tramscrpit of Sen. Er-
vin's statement: :

Ervin: On this morning I
received a letter dated this
morning, that is, July 17,
1973, from the Honorable
George P. Shultz, the ‘Secre-
tary of the Treasury, read-
ing as follows:

“Dear Mr. Chairman, at
the direction of the Presi-
dent, I hereby enclose a let-
ter relative to testimony by
the Secret Service to con-
gressional committees, sin-
cerely yours, George P.
Shultz.”

- The letter from the Presi-
dént to~ Secretary Shultz
which was enclosed in Mr.
Shultz’ letter to me reads as
follows:

"“The White House,
ington, July 16, 1973.

“Dear Secretary Shultz, I
hereby direct that no officer
or agent of the Secret Serv-
ice shall give testimony to
congressional committees
concerning  matters  ob-
served or learned while per-
forming protective functions
for the President or in their
duties at the White House.

“This applies to the Sen-
ate select committee which
is investigating matters rela-
ting to the Watergate break-
in .and the current efforts
which I am informed are be-
ing made to subpoena pres-
ent or former members of
the White House detail of
the Secret Service.

“You will please commu-
nicate this information to
the director of the Secret
Service promptly and either
you or he should then per-
sonally notify the chairman
of the Senate select commit-
tée. You should further ad-
vise the chairman that re-
quests for information on
procedures in the White
House will be given prompt
consideration when received
by me.

“Sincerely, Richard Nixon.”

The committee had sub-
poenaed certain of the
agents of the Secret Service,
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and was in the process of—
and they appeared in obedi-
ence to the subpoena. Sen.
(Howard) Baker (R-Tenn.)
and myself as members of
the committee and members
of the committee staff, there-
upon undertook to interro-
gate one of these Secret
Service agents, Al Wong. At

that time counsel for the,

Secretary of the Treasury
entered a plea of executive
privilege claiming that under
this plea of executive priv-
ilege, the witness, Mr.
Wong and the other Secret
Service agents, could not be
required to testify before
the committee. Counsel read
copies of the two letters
which I have just read to
sustain, to set forth and sus-
tain, the plea of executive
privilege.

As a consequence of these
letters Sen. Baker and I con-
vened a special executive
session of the entire com-
mittee, feeling this is a mat-
ter of such moment that the
entire committee should
consider it.

After discussion the com-

. mittee reached the conclu-

sion that it was not worth-

while at the present time to, °

engage in any controversy
with the witnesses on the
question of whether or not
they should be required to
testify before the commit-
tee, the committee feeling
that this was not a matter
the witnesses were permit-
ted to determine for them-
selves. But the committee
noted the closing sentence
in the letter from the Presi-
dent to the Secretary of the
Treasury reading as follows:

“You should further ad-

vise the chairman that re-. -
quests for information on’
the White
House will be given prompt.
consideration when received

procedures in

by me.” End of quotation.
The committee hopes that

the word “procedures” is
much broader than the
strict interpretation that

that word might imply and
is only interested at this
stage in getting access and
the right to use in the hear-
ings of records and tapes in
the possession of the White
House which are relevant to
the matters which the com-
mittee is authorized by Sen-
ate Resolution No. 60 to in-
vestigate.

~ Being desirous of adjust-
if possible,

ing this matter,

on an amicable basis with
the White House, the com-
mittee decided that the
chairman should send a let-

ter to the President asking
for his cooperation in mak-
ing available to the commit-

. tee records and tapes which

are relevant to the matterd
which the committee is au-
thorized to investigate, and
relevant to the testimony of
witnesses who have
peared before the commit-
tee or who are subpoenaed
to appear before the com-
mittee, and I sincerely hope
that this course of action
will bear fruit and that we
will be able to get access to
the records and tapes which
we think are relevant and
necessary to our investiga-
tion in a manner that is sat-
isfactory to everybody con-
cerned.

Baker: Mr. Chairman, I
would like to associate my-
self with your description of
the situation as the commit-
tee finds it.

I would note further that
the committee decided, as
you very accurately pointed
out, that it would serve no
immediate purpose to en-
gage in a conflict or contro-
versy with the Secret Serv-

' ice on whether they should

or  should not disclose in-

formation at their disposal -

but rather the decision-mak-
ing authority resided else-
where.

It is in a spirit of concilia-
tion that we are dispatching
a letter which we have now
authorized to the President
making these requests: One,
who is the custodian of the
tapes.

. Two, who has had access
to the tapes.

Three, how do we go

ap-.
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about receiving that inform-
ation and the tapes as they
relate to the lawful inquiry
of this committee, not to a
general fishing expedition,

not on matters that are
clearly protected by execu-

tive privilege, such as for-.

eign affairs, internal com-
munications not related to
the Watergate situation, but
how do we ‘go about getting
those relevant portions of
the tapes.

We are, I hope, being both
patient and optimistic in
taking this course of action
instead of pursuing an ef-
fort to compel testimony
from Secret Service agents
which we might or might
not prevail in this litigation
or otherwise. So I commend
the chairman for the action
taken, for his description of
the situation, and I am hope-
ful that we will have a re-

sponse very, very promptly -
_because these hearings are

ongoing. It is a matter of
monumental importance,
and I hope that we can have
a discussion very quickly.
Now, the last point I
would make, Mr. Chairman,
if I may, is the fact that it is
public knowledge that a ten-
tative meeting between you
and the President had been
arranged for. The Presi-
dent’s unfortunate illness
has intervened to appar-
ently delay that or at least
possibly delay that, and may
I say for my part that I
hope. that that meeting can
occur as quickly as possible,
‘or in lieu of that meeting

that at least the principal :

staff of this committee and
principal staff of the White
House might immediately
begin conversations on how
we could gain access to the
documents and the tapes.



