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Where Martha »is‘

Washington

“She’s in heaven, like
all angels,” John N, Mitch-
ell quipped yesterday as
ke arrived to testify before
the Senate Watergate
committee without his
wite, Martha. - ’

“She decided to stay
away,” the former aitorney
general told reporters who
crowded around him outside
the senate caucus room.
“She’s in town. hut not in
Weshington. ™

There had heen wicle-
spread speculation tha{ ihe

irrepressible Martha, one of
the first to ery “dirty poii-
ties” in the Presidential
campaigns last vear, might
accompany her hushand to
the Watergate hearings as
other witnesses’ wives had
done.

But she didn’'t show up,
and Mitchell sidestepped all
questions on  her wheley-
bouts.

Asked if she isin Washing-
ton. he replied, smiling, 1
tope not.” :

And eskod if she is somn. -
where in the sourh. he sa:d
“with that aceent she'll al-
ways be inthe south.

Someone wanted to ko
il bhe had asked hiz wife to
stay away, and he replied:
“T've never seen her refrain
trom anything in myv life "

Someone else suggested
that Mrs. Mitchell night
have taken the spotlight
from her husband., “This is
olre occasion where vyou
don’t mind heiny upstages ™
AMitehell said. grinning.

Mrs. Mitchell complan-i
puLlicly about her hushand's
role in politics after he Jef:
the Justice Department in
early 1872 to head President
Aixon's  re-election ¢ a -
paign. ‘

When he quit that job a
year ago. less than a month
afler the June 17 break-in

-and bugging at Democratic

National headquarters in the
Watergate. he said it was at
his wife's insistence. :
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