Hickel Faults Nixon on Waterde
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: By WALLACE TURNER
Special to The New York Times

'ANCHORAGE, July 5—In the
opinion of Walter J. Hickel,
President Nixon is responsible
for the Watergate scandals
whether or not he knew about
the acts in advance.

Mr. Hickel, the former Alas-
ka Governor who was the first
Secretary of Interior for Mr.
Nixon, said in an interview that
the President had “created the
atmosphere and the attitude for
it 'to happen.” =3

-The President dismissed Mr!

Hickel in November, 1970, after| : -

‘the" Cabinet officer criticized
the bombing of Cambodia and

raised questions about the
moral tone of the Administra-
tion.

. “I don't think the Watergate
could have happened under Ei-
senhower,” Mr. Hickel said.
“He used the staff system, but
he used it differently. He under-
stood it.

“I don't think that I know of
a Presidency in history that
quite operated the way the Nix-
on Administration did, one that
was isolated from the reality of
the American public,” he added.
‘Playing Games’

Mr, Hickel said that by June,
1969, when he had been in
Washington for less than six
months, events in his dealings
with the White House caused

him to say to an assistant,
“Hey, they're playing games.
This isn't right.”
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“That approach to
ment which I call the
velli. approach ‘is goin,
wayside,”  Mr. Hicke
He added that many
who have governed
preache to the people t!
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Machiavellian principléf‘
they’re not compatible,”|

Mr. Hickel said that|
from the beginning of th
Nixon Administra’tioni,
President was constantlyl;
being re-elected. =g

Disturbed by Expe

e

His rémark referred to un-
disclosed actions of H. R. Halde-
man and John D. Ehrlichman,
former Presidential aides, and
Egil Krogh Jr., then an aide to
Mr.' Ehrlichman, Mr. Hickel
said. By early 1970, he said,
he began to criticize publicly
the patterns he saw developing
in the Presidential staff.

“I saw them circumvent what
I call“The System,” Mr, Hickel
said. ™H think The System is
great. /Congress can call a Cab-
inet officer down there and lit-
‘erally:chew him up.” -

Thig;cgives the President a
source of information by which
to judge the nation’s attitudes,
he sald, because members of
Congréss are reacting to voter
attitufes. When Cabinet offic-
ers d@re supplanted by Presi-
dential staff members as the
President’s main information
sour]%?ﬁ,’ trouble is bound to oc-
cur, Mr. Hickel contended.

Conflicts with the Nixon staff
playedfa major part in his dis-
missalvfrom the Cabinet, Mr.
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“Khalytically Brilliant”

He called Mr. Nixon “an in-
troverted President” who is
| “analytically brilliant, nonemo-
tional” and said that such a
man “makes his decisions on.
input, .and when that input is
short-circuited, you're going to
have a situation like Water-
gate.”., ;

Mr." Hickel said that. some-
times it had seemed to him that
Président Nixon was Machia-
vellidfi in dealings with him.
Soultes” close to Mr..-Hickel
{Hickelosaid that he had,in mind
Ihis eonfilicts with .0il, com-
ipanies,:whose drilling practices
/it wag his duty to regulate.
|__These sources said that Mr.|
[Hickel had flet that Mr. Nixon|
\was obiligated to oil interests
for' their heavy campaign con-

tribations in 1968, but that Mr.
Nixzon felt also that it was ne-
cessary to limit their actions.

beven bothered by r&
heavy spending of puls
to improve the Nixén
ties at San Clemente,
Key Biscayne, Fla., fos
of security. |

He said he might_ feel di
ferently if he knew" ‘ﬁall the
national security reasons)” He
added, “But it doesn’t appear
to me that some of those |things
would be in the na-ti‘onalL;ecur-
ityl interest. I mean:$180,000
or so for rewiringsd |House
Maybe it shouldn’t have|been
bought if it’s that big | risk. !
It bothers me. I don’t haye an;
answer.” ol

Again he returned L;c his
opinion that the staff  domi-
nance in the Nixon Administra-
tion has produced bad judg-
ment in many things, |

“I believe sincerely tHat no
one thought they were||doing
wrong,” he said. “But:y re-
ate an atmosphere ;v er.i%y
golly even wrong logksd right
if you have the kind, of} mind
[that says] by that’s the|way
we're going to go.” |}

Mr. Hickel, who is 53 |years
old and is a self-made #ifilion-
alre, said of Presiderit” Nixon's|
views ‘on-personal wealthit‘He|
always " id6Hzéds peoplefbhwith
wealth and I thought thatjwas|
a weakness.” : }F -
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