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Told Nixon to Stay

Juhe Nixon ElsenhOWer
says her father cons1de,red
resigning - -because of “the
Watergate scandal and ‘‘we
said no, because resighing
would be an admission of
wrongdoing . . .”

Julie said the remgnatlon
issue came up during a. dis-
cussion -at the Camp David,
Md., presidential retreat.on
May 4, the wekend after-his

April 30 speech on the Wa-

tergate affair.

“He was playing the dev-
il's advocate one evening,
saying . . . well, see, the
thing is, he really loves ithe
country and he’d do any-
thing . . . that was best for
the country. You know, he
would say ‘Should I resign?
Would it be better for the
country? Would the wounds
heal faster? Would it (the
country) be able to move
faster to other things.’

“We said no, We didn’t
think he should because re-
signing would be an admis-
sion of wrongdoing and- we
also felt that:le was 'the
man for the job and he’had
started things and needed to
finish them,:

“But’ he,h1s realIy that kind
of person. 1 think it was
more than just a.rhetorical
question. I-think’ he really
thought ‘Will thlS end
everything?’! el

The President’s daughter
was 1nterv1ewed by Frances

Lewine®Xof . The Associated
Press and Helen Thomas of
United Press! Trternational
at the San Clemente Inn
Tuesday, two days before
her 25th birthday. She is cel-
ebrating with her family at
the Western White House
today.

In the April 30 speech on
the Watergate Mr. Nixon an-
Haldeman and John D. E]
lichman, -and the firing 'of
his counsel, John W. Dean
I11.
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 bad is that some people

© ers.” she added.
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“My father just had com- .

plete faith in everyone
around him,” she said, ex-
plaininng why it took the
President so iong io realize
something was wrohg. “I

guess ‘that’s part of the

whole tragedy of the thing.”
“All T can say is_ that he
was -belng assured that no
one Yelse . (in the White
House) was involved.”

- Democratic

Julie said she bélieves
that “events are "going to
vindicate” the Premderﬁ and
she explessed concern over
the “negative atmosphere”.
created by Watergate.

She defended her father,
as she has in a series of pub-
lic appearances in recent
months, saying, “I think he
was just really in the dark”

- about the June 17, 1972, buir-

glary of the Demomatlc Na-
tional Committee headquar-
ters and the subsequent cow
er-up.

“I think one thing that’s
terribly important is that we
try to wait until all the facts
she said. ‘““The
press had to print what
Dean was saying. Right.
They had to print things
that were leaked because
it’s news.

““But I think that Whats

have been prejudged, you
know, in the minds of oth—

As for President Nixon’s
attitude toward Dean, the
former counsel who imph
cated the President in the
cover-up, she said, “Well I
think the fact that Dean was
asked to resign speaks for. it-
self.”
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 Watergate in a way is Fhe

result of government being
so big, so much power in the

presidency. Government
gets bigger and bi

this adm
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s admffistration” has'le
aﬁy, ‘sincerely tried t& make
‘government less centrqhzed

* less powerful.”
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mood, shc said, is “very

ving ahead,
and he s gomg fo wait untﬂ 2
the" heammgs azﬁamcomplebed*
b&fore he® makes “another
statement (on Watergate)' I |
think that’s only ta1r not:to
prejudge.”

Julie said  Americans
“s}sould be disturbedabout -
urglary and bugging'of
emocratic Party head-
quar ers and the cover-up,
but added: “What really dis-
turbs me greatly is that ‘T
feel the press has made a
hero out of Daniel Ellsberg.
He stole documents (the
Pentagon Papers). He broke
the law. It was a question:of
national security. This could

- have had much greater con-

sequences than bugging the
headquarters.
The bugging was ludicrous.
I don't know what they
thought they were going to
f,md out. The whole stupid-

ity of it is Just unreal.”

« “Whajzjg really;sg@ 15 tHat

KL L E N DU & g o
EcrLcr sTemy
EET RPN

N T AN ES

Julie said that- she ‘does
not believe the Pxesident

“ever ¢ approved” ,3 the
“enemies list.”

She said the idea of a po-
litical gnemy list is “so 1ud1~
crous . because everyone
knows who s opposed to the
administration and who’s a
friend. Writing about this
just makes it sound so un-
derhanded. T just don’tifeel
it’s fair representatiombe-
cause I know my fathg& and
the kind of man he is. And
he’s fiot that way. He’ o
busy” to be consumed"“With

petty paranoid concerns.”.

. . R
& l\fn%&f‘ Nixon's pmﬁms
came because he didn¥run

his own campaign i~n~u§;1972,
Julie said.

“He didn’t keep c]ose tabs
on tHe whole thing, ’2‘ she
said.

“Oné of the real tragedles
of Watergate is that the
campaign 01Gamzatlon is
a black eye” and -so
¢ good, hard working
peoplie “are brought dewn
too,” she added. £
. Since her marriagqm to
President Dwight D). Eisen-
hower’s. grandson, David, in
December, 1968, Julie notes
she has moved six times.

- Julf® indicated that’:
has found happiness in the
$125x900 home in the fash-
10113}3]@ Maryland suburh
Washington which the
senhl wers are ren{ing from
Mr. %xons friend, Charles

(Bebg) Rebozo. e
She disclosea tor the first
time that the President. and
Mrs. Nixon have slipped
away from the White House
“qxiite often” to enjoy Jul-
ie’s’ cooking in the relaxed
‘surroundmcrs of her’ new
home. “In fact that’s  one
reason we’'re renting it 2 she
said. “It’s so private . . .”
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