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1973

Campaign Panel
Differs With Nixon

Washington

The Fair Campaign
Practices Committee yes-
terday rejected what it
- termed President Nixon’s
implication that the Wa-
tergate scandal resulted
from inadequate laws.

The committee said the
case demands not special
studies, as Mr. Nixon rec-
ommended, but firm prose-
cution of Watergate viola-
tors.

In a statement filed with
the Senate privileges and
elections subcommittee, the
-monpartisan, private organi-
zation said:

“The essential problem
the Watergate affair drama-
tizes is not inadequate laws,
but the breaking of laws and
the conspiratorial thinking
behind the law-breaking.”

ACTION

The commiftee acknowl-
edged there is a need to
strengthen certain campaign
laws, especially in the areas
of fund-raising and spend-
ing, but disagreed with Mr
Nixon’s call for quick action
by Congress.

On May 16 the President .

called on Congress to create
a 17-member nonpartisan
commission to do ‘“nothing
less than a complete ex-
amination of owr system
of elections and campaign
practices” and to recom-

‘mend changes by December '
1. He suggested any changes

be made effective by the
start of the 1974 congressmn-
al campaign.

The committee said of Mr.
Nixon'’s recommendation:
“He would include questions
about the President’s term
of office, which was one of

the most controversial top-

ics at the Constitutional Con-
vention of 1787 and has been
the subject of some 160 pro-
posed constitutional amend-
ments over the years.

“He would include the
question of the term of office
in the House of Representa-

tives, which has also been

the subject of debate for
years.

“The point is not that
these and other problems
on the Président’s compre-
hensive list do not warrant
serious attention,” the com-
mittee said. “Precisely be-
cause they -do, they should
not be addressed on a crash
basis within 6% months.”

CORRUPT
In its statement to the

Senate panel, the Fair Cam-

paign Practices Committee
suggested any new probe of
campaign ethics “should
concérn- itself with the ex-
tralegal practices associated
with the Watergate affair,
including personal vilifica-
tion, falsification of letters
and advertisements, stack-

ing of polls, spying on oppo-

nents and other corrupt
practices.”

The committee recom-
mended consideration of
proposal to make a candi-
date for federal office per-
sonally responsible for the
conduct of = his campaign,
and to unseat any official
convicted of engaging in ille-
gal campaign practices.

The committee, whose
leaders include former
chairmen of both major par-
ties, told the Senate panel:

“The President has im-
plied that the Watergate af-
fair — or the record of
‘widespread abuses during
the pre51dent1a1 campaign of
1972,” in his terms — is
largely the result: of inade-
quacies in the law itself and
of weaknesses in the Ameri-
can political system. This
implication confuses the is-
sue, for the fact is the Wat-
ergate affair involves con-
spiracy to break the law,

and %)nspiracy to obstruct
justice.”
MANNER

The| Watergate scandal re- -
quires that government
move not in haste but “in a
calm and orderly manner to
address certain priority
problems arising from’’ the
case, | the committee said.
“Failure to do so can in-
crease distruct and disiltu-
sionment and threaten fur-
ther degradation of the
American political system.”’

The committee, whose

- chairman is Charles P. Taft,

said the proper way to deal
with Watergate is firm pros-
ecution of all violations aris-
ing out of the 1972 cam-
paign; congressional action
to strengthen federal elec-
tion laws where necessary,
and & study to determine
Whether laws governmg
campaign ethics are poss1—
ble or advisable.
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