DhSEGhr nicle

man "Was Told! that

Mitchell Chose Bug Sites
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Former AttorneylGem
eral John N. Mitchell per-
sona]ly chose, three ate&

bugglng of the Demo
erats: in 1972, according
to mformatlon that for-

: Ehrlichman said
he gathered for the Pres-
ident earlier this year...

The ‘information, ‘*Eht-
lichmén testified, was sup-
plied to him by Jeb Stuart
Magruder who Was* sec-
ond i command af the
Committee for the” Re-
election of the Presi’dent
As such, it was hearsay

Ehrlichman’s
was taken under oath astes-
timony in the Demoecratic
party’s $6.4 million damage
suit, against the Committee
for “the Re-election of the
President in connectxon with
the “‘break-in at the: ?party s
national headquarters in the
Watergate complex last
June 17.

DEPO&ITION

The 187-page deposmon
was taken in private May 22
and: 23 and released yester-
day. Ehrlichman,, before his
resignation, was assmtant to
the : President for. “domestic
affalrs

In the deposmon Ehrlich-
man said that an-electronic
bugging plan had been put
forward by JohnsW. Dean

III,- the President’s former .

counsel, and G. Gordon Lid-
dy, a convicted , Watergate
burglar and had,;f%lpeen ac-
cepted by Mitchell,. who re-
signed as attorney general
to head the re- ele%:tlon com-
mlttee ?;»;

Ehrlichman said: Mitchell
had’ personally c&rcled or
checked off three fargets on
a listed handed hlm,; the Wa-
tergate Senator  George
MeGovern’s headquarters in
ington and the Demo-

: Baclc Page Col.

ti Conventlon
headquarter' “at’ the Foun-
tainebleau Hotel in Miami
Beach.

statement :

Named as Source

lawyers, 1

b } S
“Dunie, Ehruchmn

commented on major hdures ;

in the Wateroate scandals,
tfenerally laying blame at:
the feet of M1tche11 Des?n

,,,,,,,

The Pre51dent’s role in
Waterg!ate was never direct-
ly dlscussed in the interro-
gation: Ehrlichman pictured
him as generally unaware of
the events that led up to
Watergate

Ho@ever Ehrhch :

said, Bean had been asked .

in hIS gggle of handling
cal m ers for the Whlt:e

he said, hiad reas-

sured ;the President’s staff
that tﬁre

re had been no White

and chlef of staff “HR.
sed
for a written

(Bob)*“Haldeman “p
continually”
report -on Dean’s investiga-
tion and Dean said:he*‘just
couldn’t get to it.”
Ehrlichman went on;_
“Finally, the .President
said, “We will send hlm to

hole “up there until h%wn

produce it.’ So, on about the

22nd --of - March I guess it
was ..

“If,. Was Wlthm 24 h,,ours
after that that the Pre
reheved hum”

susp1c1ons (of Dean

too‘get into this.”
“He said it was evi

t .
him*at that point that Dean

was-in the thing up tot
eyebrows. The Presnient,~ in-
cidentally, had ; :
conversatlons

he eehti'
David.” |

‘ curz:ed before the.

i that went to high officers in

£ least th
‘called me ed: at
n the:30th and said; My Mltchell,“ Liddy; Dean, Ma-

Ehrhchman sai d that
while the President’s sugpi-
cions-grew about a covériup,
‘he.and Haldeman “‘general-

“ly. tried to avoid learmhg

much” about the situation.
He said he could piéture
lnmself in the office of a
Ia for the Democrats
an;i belncf asked for some-
thing that somebody had in-
advertantly told me and'so I
didf’t run around with abut-
terfly net trying to colfect
faets” during the e rly
stdges “of the Presxdent S
growing suspicion ab 9 ut
Dean.
£ TOPICS :
For the most part, howe?v-
er, Ehrlichman’s deposmon
" dealt! with matters that:oe-
72
bre!ak -in at Watergate. ?
He said his former aSSist-v
ant'John J. Caulfield, came
toshim 18 months before
Watergate with “a prospee-
tug for the creation of a pri-
Vate detective agency;
(which) is about the best
ay 1 can describe it, which
roposed to have the gov-
ent go out and form.?”
e said the idea was to
nfract with the presiden-

“tial campaign” and that. he
Was shopping around fur a

0NSOT,
Ehrlichman said, “f gave

“him  this prospectus back

and sent him on his.w
Proposals for 1ntelhgence-

bout the Wldenmg Water-
ate mvestlgatmn 1n early

etml a number of proposals

e Committee for the'Re-
ection of the President.

wEhrlichman said, Magru-
outlined: a series of at
eetmgs attend-
rious " times “by

Rue an aide at the re—
' election committee!
MEETING T

The first pl%entaudn

hls made by Liddy for “‘estdb-

ment of an information
- intelligence gathering
-htv” '

present, he said.
“This was so grandoise



“Bhrlichman sald it was
called the $1 million plani A
second, modified proposal,
caHed the $500,000 plan, was
also rejected by the same
thzzee he said.

‘e money figures. related
to’ the «cost of the" plans he

sald LI
PLA*\T R
The group was asked tg
work ‘out another plan, Ehr:
hchman said.
Magruder and Liddy, who'
were.working on the plans,
werenot getting along and;.

aceory ~«c11ng to Ehrlichman,

der said at one point:
iddy thleatened to kil

hlm
He also was undec1ded on
th

: ‘teleph
call from Charles W. Colson,
special counsel to the Pres1-
dent, urging him to go for-
ward with the intelligenci
gathermg operations.

‘However, Ehrhch
said, it was his understs
ing that at no time did
son recommend lllegal
tivities. -

“The

Wab
presented to Mltche]l‘*
Flonda in March 1972,

was for $200,000 to $250

final . plan

Ehrhchman testified.

BUGS

At that meeting, Ehrhch-
man said, Mitchell was said
to.-have indicated the bug-
ging sites. He dlSCI‘lbed it
this way:

“This is based elther 0N a
conversation . which *Mr.
Dean had with Mr. Mitchell

~or Mr. Magruder" had
Wlth Mr. Mitchell. and “re-
ported to Mr. Dean — one:or
the ‘other and I can’t recall
wh1ch ”

He said it was “‘that the
proposal for the electronic
surveillance of the three lo-
cations was a written pro-
posal and that Mitchell had
agtually in writing selected

se premises which were
i o be bugged from a njumbel
‘6t choices.”
mEhrhchman sa1d he re-
“called that Dean told' him
later that he hadiconfronted
“Mitchell. and that Mitchell
agreed it had happened that
way.

REPORTS.

. e
irito )
the reports appea1ed in
summary form under such
code names as . Gemstone

dan<Chafr, ‘Ruby afe
Crystal.*fH'é said that some

and not to any specmc di-
-ection, Ehrlichman said.
“In other words,” Ehrlich-

han said of Liddy; “Hewas
a self-starter?s" [

One of the taps, Ehrlich-
man said, was to have gone
€, A

on. the

i

‘man of ‘the Démoor
-tional Committee.

reports went to«Gmdon C

Ehr 'ch'man said "]

e
The only tap that Worked men.

was on the telephone of R.

Spencer Oliver, executmeﬁde

(director of the Olgamza

ot State - Demoératic: Chah¥'

I‘ﬁey learngd” a great
ab rijorey about, Oliveritian
anybody really” wanted - to
kRow,” Ehrlichman said.

Mitchell flrst saw the re-
ports from the taps and saw
that the tap .on O’'Brien’s
v phone had fall%d to work he

ond-entry mto the -
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