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Secretf: N ixon Plan efend
Ex-Alde Llsts Mlhtants as TargetsA of Proposal I

" ston said, he' decided to qmt
*Tﬁ“WIﬁt‘e‘Housejah:He-left*
~Washington_inAprilr19'1L. ~

saxd other militant ‘groups’
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Cepts and breakmg and er-

INDIANAPOLIS Ind.,
June 2— The. Whlte House’s

plan for illegel surveillance
and surreptitxous entry was

11970 domestic _intelligence. .
ques,

‘we were not . considering

“them in terms of ‘extraordi- .
. techni- -~

"nary surveillance
said

, ‘Huston '
approved by

which __was -

the plan, "

ated domestic intelligence
operations-——board ccould:
“evaluate. each’ mdxvidual
case on its own merits.” .~
The opening of mail, Hu-
ston said, was exphc1tly lim--

|_aimed_almost exclusxvely_at
he ‘Black Panthers-and the
militantly antiwar Weather-
men, according to a princi-
-pal art‘:hitect of the plan. -
—Tom—Charles—Huston,-the
. 32-year-old former presiden-

aide whose-signature is"

President - Nixon—in—July, . .
- 1870, did not include specific- . .
“w1despread ‘uses of xllegall

acts. "

Rnfhpl he._ cmd it_called

" -activity in the United States

ited to cases of suspected-

foreign esplonage
Moreover, Huston-claimed——

the conduct of surveillance -

LS ,Das a
/3773

was told that': ‘presidential
. Counsel John W, Dean 111 .
-was taking . over: his ‘domes-- .
. He “security duties.” -
Seven months lafer, Hu-f

But the most important
fallout from - the ! abandon-

. ment of the intelligence

plan, Huston feels was the

Matergat&scandalntseli_._.__

. “There never would have -
;been a . Watergate —if the
President "hadn’t reversed
himself,” said Huston,, -
“~Because “Mr. - Nixon* S

‘for the lifting of restrictions

against such techniques as

wag to he limited to ths Faa-

.eral Bureau of Investiga:

"on the still top secret plan,

HUSTON . From 41 !

tion, e:toept in suspected\
conspiracieg against: milltary
installations,:in :which- case
military - counterintelligence
-agencies we're to beé used, .
The ‘plans - called" fory,; ihe
. Central Intelligence Agency
..--to investigate foreign links ‘-
toUS -militant: groups; Hu->
. ston_ said.. The White. - House -
,iwas - also * apgipus for: ;he
‘CIA “to’ investlgate re s ¥
+-that -Arabs ;terrorists - plan
ned’ attacks on- JeWS in. this :
| country, he said. : LAl
‘ Huston, outlined his ver-
sion” of the; basic- intent of.
_.the. 197Q intelligence - pro-~
- posal”in a -two-hour. mter-
view in his- law office here, :
.'The: plan was ' scuttled by.
; Mr. Nixon on July 28, 1970—
-five Hays after- it took effect
—because of the strenuous -
objections of . the late FBI _
__director, J. Edgar Hoover

"~ Huston: said-the “key ele-~
ment” in" the: ‘proposal was -
- the creation.of a domestic
intelligence ....~operations
--board, .whiéh was to have. .
. consisted of representatives )
. from the "White House, the .
*-FBI, the CIA, -the Defense:
. Intelligence Agency, the Na-
‘tional ‘Security Agency and
" the three military counterin- -
itelligence_agencies...It.. Was ..
! to have'been structured ex-:
“actly" like the U.S. Intelli-
_gence: Board, which. oyersees
foreign" mtelhgence opera-
tions

illegal wiretaps, mail inter- -

See HUSTON, Al9, Col. 1

. However, it was this -ele-

~—ment - that—~Hoover objected ..
-.to most' strenuously—an ob-

- jection -that prevailed over
"\ the President’s w1shes Hu-
~—ston said. - -
" “Hoover' dldn't want any-
body, Helms or - anybody.
elxepsitting"onﬁa board and"
_.evaluating the .way J.-Edgar
.Hoover ranthe’ FBIL,” :said

. Huston.~Richard M. Helms

' 'then was. d1rector of the

" CIA.-

‘—~There were several off- -
ﬁhoots of "Mr. Nixon’s - deci-.
“sion_to’ reverse himself on
“the -creation - of - the - intelh-
_gence board, Huston said.
*+*One-of these- wak-the" cre-—
ation of: an Intelligence |
Evaluation. Committee . in
the Justice -Department,

7 yielded to. Hoover he was

}Iﬁréeu to turn to me cre-
;House . intelligerice ' group -
'which came to be known as -
~“the-Plumbers;> which-Hu- _
yston contemptuously called
“the ad hoc vigxlante group
lof clowns.”

Iation of a \specml White

e Plumbers, headed by
en ~White.;. House ' aides
?John D. Ehrlichman and ‘
[Egll Krogh, - subsequently ',
{the Beverly Hllls office. of
engineered the burglary of
ithe . psychiatrist for Penta-;
Jgon Papers. defendant Dan ;
el Ellsberg... . -

Had the proposed 1ntelh-

£ all II' domestic. >. security op-.
rauom Husbon ‘saic

whzch the . Presxdent smdAin -

Another offshoo, “Hu
s'md was histown: ffa.él £rom .
ace in the Byes 0 oover*u_-a,
%.uston”saidc‘me -1obbieds !vfgu "
orously , for- thev proposed 3
_board‘even after-Mr. Nxxon -
“abandoned® the. plan, and.
that he “suddenly was’, per-;
sona non grata.with Hoover: "o
.Huston said that five, days
“after” Mr~ Nixon’s™ July 28,
1970, decision “he’ “hassled” :
i with- WhiteHouse . Chief. of’
Staff H.R.- (Bob) ‘Haldéman: -
“about - whether “¢he ~ -Presi-
dent should let Hoover ‘get
away. with, it 2. I:.a’cejr,L Hnston_»'

keep a group hke that i
_ line.”

griuston bristled at widely
lished repor!:s that_he -

‘ of studies and recom-
@ndations. - _



.- Nixon -had: commijs-
éq to study the:deterio-—
#rating relations among intel-
| Ligence agencles: =" . -7
71 Hston said ‘He wrote a
* nuniber’ of, supportive: mem-'
_-oranda’end a covering jetter -
totheé«President, but\ that
hisinvelyement was Jimited |
Yo seelrig: ‘to” it. that” \(the ;]
“’study- eommittee)*did ‘what |

" .What' " the: .. fdent
“‘wanted, Huston said; Was~a-
““joint;(security)--threat -as--
:sessment;”’. a review.of intel- .
ligencé ‘gaps.-and *a-. full
“range-of options” to -counter ..

the threats. - .-

S
- “An ‘option- paper is what"
it- ' was.. My* concern was to .
‘make " sure all the optiéns
- were there,” - Huston, said:
""He added; “It seems-to-me’
“obvious that if we were try-
.ing to set up a supersecret
police,’ the- last thing we
would-do is-get Helms, Gay-
ler.and .others together :and
af together a_written game—
fg;ﬁt"ge Adm. ‘Noel Gayler *
- was director of NSA. .
** However, Huston said, .
some of the options and_ sup-
-~ portive ."documents -are- so.
~ highly-sensitive  that - they
. should'. never -.be -released.
" Sen. ‘Sam J.-Ervin»Jr. (D-
N.C.),,.chah;man of the Sen-_
.‘ate Watergate - investigsting
..committee; _has._suggested .
most of the docunients can

*. be released.. - [

- “I_don’t_see. how. they’re_|
going to’ release the report
... This is national security
.bg apyone’s standards. It in--

= yOl

“If it sends. chills up Sen..

- Ervin’s back or not, it’s’orie.

hell of a national security

~décument,” Huston. said. . He - ,
'said . that. among = other
things, release of the ‘report -

_would . compromise impor- -
tant intelligeiice sources. '
" Huston'is a schélarly con-
‘servative and” a -self-de-
scribed - “Jeffersonian Re-
publican” who. ' spéaks - in-

~tently.and thoughtfully; of-"
ten focusing his eyes on an

object ‘apart:from- his inter-

- viewer and gesturing in that -

direction with' deep concen.
~tration as he stresses-an im...
* Portant point. N o
" - He repeatedly‘ stressed the.

Importance of understand-

in
it

_.the-

_.on policemen; s
- Kent : State -and .- Jackson -
;.._§ta.te'-unive1;sitiés.:‘and,;;other
sacts of violence.: . /% ek
vt IS éasy forpeople to it
:around today and say, ‘Hotv

~“(at'te White House) do it?
- What “were they. thinking:™
about? r.i . Tl T

-:men* faction’s ,stated inten-
. tions were to- overthrow.the |
~ Boverfiment. “I .think. they .
- :were seffous? I, think the evi-
. *dence'we’have demonstrates
- they were serious.” - 12
“-But-Huston said-his-worry-
. themwas ‘not based -6n a be-:
- lief the ‘militants could ‘sye. -
ceed.:He said_he-was con.’-
cerned. instead"that 'nonviol-
_ent: antiwar’ “demonstrators
=and__innocent .. bystanders |
—could-be-hurt” or killed-as-a
‘_resu}t:—oﬁ“random—tcrror-——
ism)” -0 . S
Huston said he ‘was deeply.
moved by the 1970 explosion
"in a Greenwich Village town -
—house-in-whj¢h saveral -anti-—
war activists were killed or.
seriously jured . when a
‘homemade’. bomb " acciden.
_tally wefit off. He said he |
“believed that proper intelli- |
‘gence could have prevented
the tragedy. | o
- Huston -also said he was

R

i A g Boe iy
hootings-‘at. |

|

- ing. the  political glimate. in. |
: i n_igjs?,o,"'%i‘ia i

in thehell could these guys_|

#z Huston-sald -the Weather-,. |

deeply concerned with what-

-a bac‘kla.sh' by “repressive
forces.” " L 5
" “The first_ problem from

_the "intelligence - point _of

rView.was to-try to identify -
these . people (terrorists) ag
. quickly as possible to .get
-~ the damn thing “stopped be:
fore there was real repres- |
sion,” he said: _._° -‘1
_ “There’s'a big difference
-i.between real repression—
. 'shooting and clubbing—ang
bugging them with surveil-
—lane ipment;”- Huston—
said. Referring to, what he
_termed “real pressure from
the local leve]” to react to
—~militants with violence, Hu-;

~-ston sajd:

“That seemed to me to be
the most serious threat to
—the-country.”  —

- “As a'result of these con-

cerns,-Huston said, he_ ar-

gued- vigorously in the

-White House for the adop-

tion - of. ‘emergency-type

powers to be used under

limited circumstances.” o

Stressing. “the - govern.
—ment’s-fundamental-right to—

protect-itself,” Huston said: .

- “I took the view that in
~certain instances, yau had.to...
“infringe—on—rconstitutional—

rights in’a. narrow and lim- |
—ited-way-——-—But- that deci-

sion encompassed a decision -
' that you forfeit the right to
-prosecute.” :He .was .refer-
ring to the inadmissibility of.
evidence from- illegal wire-
taps. - - .. : ; |
-Huston said~ his decision |
—to recommend lifting of re-
* strictions ‘against some ille.
~.gal acts was based on “my .
-judgment_thatthe Antegrity
“of_the_intelligence ‘commu-
< nity—people- like ' Hoover
—and _Helms—would _prevail-_
_over potential abuses of the
—Powers,—- i -




