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Text of McVord memo attached.

: o ring the anger of E. Howard
INADN N1 R Hunt Jr., a fellow member of
, EHzaid, ) |the - Watergate breakiin.team
who. had served in the C.LA.
—_ for 20 years. '
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In a Memo He Says He Was
Asked to Involve Agency
in Watergate Break-In

NYTireag—o—

said there would be no imme-|
diate comment, ,

Mr, Alch, a partner in the
Boston law firm of F. Lee
Bailey, declared through an as-
sociate that “it would be inap-
propriate to comment at this
time_because of the attorney-
client  relationship” with Mc-
Cord.” Mr. Alch is still repre-

|was
A.C.LA. spokesman expressed.
surprise at McCord’s memo but,

which Hunt threatened ‘to
blow the White House out of
the water:’* THe threat was ap-
parently made because Hunt
not receiving enough
money ', from the re-election
committee in the months after
his arrest, other sources have
said. ¢

Mr. Parkinson, who also is
a target of the current grand
jury investigation to determine
whether there was any obstruc-
tion of justice after the break-
in, denied any knowledge of a
plan to describe the bugging
as a C.I.A. operation.

senting McCord in the.criminal
case stemming‘from thi
gate arrests. %

However, another  lay
who was involved in the case
confirmed that there had been
serious discussions among the
defendants and their lawyers
about the possibility of con-

By SEYMOUR M. HERSH

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 8—
James W. McCord Jr. has
charged that he was pressured
on two occasions before his
trial early this year to assert
that f})e and his colleagues were terding: thal tha
woring on & covert apsfaiod 78 1aC e men pad becr
for the Central Intelligence
Agency at the time of their
arrest in the Watergate break-
in.

In a memorandum to Federal
and- Senate -investigators made

ed anopymity, said:

“The’ general thought was
that the C.LA. would keep a
discreet silence. We figured
that *they wouldn’t dare .come
forth.” e

He added that he “got the|
impression that C.R.P. [the
Committee tor tne Re-election
of the President] certainly had
no’ objection to that kind of
a defense.”

In his memorandum, which
was dated May 4 and delivered

Text of McCord statement
is printed on Page 28.

available to The New York
Times today, McCord said that
at one point Gerald Alch, his
attorney, told him that his per-
sonne] records at the C.ILA.
could be altered, if needed, to
show that he had been restored
to active duty by the agency.
McCord retired from the:C.LA.
in 1970 after 19 years of serv-
ice. i
McCord quoted Mr. Alch as

Continued on Page 28, Colqmqs

McCord noted:

“There had been indications
as early as July that the Com-
mittee for the Re-election of
the President was claiming that
the Watergate operation was
a C.IA. operation.” .
. McCord quoted Hunt’s wife,
iDorothy, who reportedly
handled money for the Water-
gaet defendants after their
arrests, as saying that Paul L.:
O’Brien, an attorney for the re-
election committee, had first
told her that the ‘break-in at

Continued From Page 1, Col. 6

saying that James R, Schles-!

inger, the newly designated |ip, headquarters of the Dem-
Director of Central Intelligence, ocratic National Committee
;“could be subpoenaed [to tes- was.a C.LA. ‘operation.
tify at the trial] and would go ~ Mr. O’Brien, who is known
along with it.” %g b};sdu*ndlerGr inv;s_tigat@on by
. e Federal Grand jury in con-
d‘c?t ﬁog oglt m fae iocun.len.t Inection with any cover-up of
! chord say what indi-\watergate, was unavailable for
viduals he thought were the i

comment. e
source of the pressure. But he| McCord further quoted ‘Hunt
said that, by the time the ac-

sion.,The lawyer, who request- |.

"At the time of his arrest last
June 17, McCord was the “se-
‘curity coordinator” for the re-
election committee. He subse-
quently refused to talk to the
‘Federal ‘prosécutérs and .l was
convicted on a number of
counts of illegal electronic
eavesdropping and burglary.

Gave Court a Letter
But before his sentencing in
March, McCord gave the court
a letter in which he declared
that there had been “political
pressure” applied to him and

ty. Breaking publicly with his
colleagues for the first time, he
asserted that there had been
perjury during the trial and he
declared that other officials
were involved who had not yet
been identified. 5

to the investigators yesterday, 'was not a C.LA- operation. The!

In his letter he also séid:
“The Watergate operation

Cubans [four of the defendants
were Cubans from the Miami
area “who had been recruited
by Hunt] may have been mis-
led by others. I know for a fact
that it was not.” :

McCord’s subsequent testi-
mony:to the grand jury and to
the Senate investigating com-
imittee led to disclosures im-
plicating other officials.

In his memorandum, McCord,
who at one time was chief of
Isecurity for the C.LA., said that
the had become convinced that
high-level White House officials
were trying to get control over

the C.LA’s intelligence assess-|

ments and estimates, “in order
to make them conform to,
‘White House policy.””
‘-, Helms Dismissed
McCord said that he had be-
come convinced that the White
House dismissed Richard Helns

as saying on more than “one
tual tria] began in January, “I

occasion before the trial-that
was completely convinced that |1¢ [Hunt] had information in
the White House was behind

his possession that “would be

. isufficient to impeach

the idea and ploy which. had sulticient to impeach the Presi-
been presented, and that the

dent.” !

The memorandum did not,

White House was turning ruth- providé any further amplifica-|

less, and would do whatever; tion or explanation, but Mec-|

was politically expedient at any| Cord went on to quote Mrs. |

ome particular point in time to| Hunt as saying that her hus.
accomplish its own ends.”

McCord said he had refused

band had delivered a ;bit,’c’erl
letter to Kenneth W, Parkinson,

to go along with the plan,. thus|i

preventing its use and incur-'

as Director of Central Intells-
gence last fall “in order to put
its own man in control.” An-
~other purpose, the memo said,

iwas “to lay the foundation for

claiming that the Watergate
operation had been a C.LA.
operation” and that “Helms had
been fired for it.” ¥

The New York Time‘g re-
porfed Sunday that seurces
close to the Watergate case’had

another Republican attorney, in /said that the Commandant of

other defendants to plead guil-|'
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the Marine Corps, Gen. Ropert
E. Cushman Jr., had. acknowl-
edged to the Federal Bureaf of
Investigation that while serving
as deputy director of .the CLA.,
he authorized the use of C.LA.

material and research in the
September, 1971, burglary of
the office of Dr. Daniel Flls-
berg’s psychiatrist in Los An-
" geles. :

Hunt and G. Gordon Liddy,
another member of the Water- .
gate break-in team, are said -
to have taken part in that
operation, along with two .
‘Cubans from the Miami area.

i Pentagon spokesmen said to-
'day that General Cushman had
jcut short a European inspec-
ition trip to return to Washing-
-ton to begin preparing an affi-
-davit for the Justice Depart-
ment about his role in the Ells-
berg burglary. Marine Corps
officials indicated that his re-
turn was imminent.

No Evidence Provided

Me@ord provided no evidence
for his allegations about the
White House’s attempt to domi-
nate the C.I.A., but he did sug-
gest that some specific infor-
mation about the move had
been supplied to him by Robert
C. Mardian, an Assistant Attor-
ney General who was trans-
ferred to the re-election com-
mittee early in 1972. .

“Based on an earlier discus-
sions with Robert Mardian in
‘May, 1972, McCord’s memor-
andum said, “it appeared to me
that the White House had for
some time been trying to get
‘political control over the

LA .

Hé noted that “this smacked
of the situation which Hitler’s
intelligence chiefs found them-
selves in when they were put
!in the position of having to tell
him what they thought he want-
ed to hear instead of what
ithey really believed.”

' “When linked with what I
saw happening to the White
House under Pat Gray [L. Pat-
rick Gray 3d, who resigned two
weeks: ago as acting director
of the F.B.I]-—political control
by the White House,” McCord
said, “it appeared then that
the two Government agencies
which should be able to pre-
pare their reports, and to con-
duct their buséiness with com-
plete integrity and honesty in
the national interest, were no
longer going to be able to
do so.”

“That the nation was in seri.
ousitrouble,” the. memorandum
said, “has been confirmed, by
what happened in the case ot
Gray’s leadership of the F.B.I.”




