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Hunt Says
Colson Gave
Cable _017‘(161‘

By Leroy F. Aarons
Washington Pogt8talf Writer

LOS ANGELES, May 7
— Convicted Watergate
conspirator E. Howard
Hunt has testified secret-
ly that former White
House special counsel
Charles W. Colson per-
sonally ordered that pho-
ny State Department ca-
bles be prepared in 1971
linking the Kennedy ad-
ministration with the as-
sassination of South Viet-

Diem in September, 1963.
The counterfeit cables
were drafted and passed

porter by Hunt, who was
later convicted in the Water-
gate scandal and implicated
in a burglary connected to
the Pentagon Papers case.

These disclosures, further
implicating high
ment officials in alleged
wrongdoing long before the
break-in of Democratie head-
quarters at the Watergate
complex, were containedin a
transcript of Hunt’s testi-
mony last week before a
federal grand jury in Wash-
ington made available today
to the defense in the Penta-
gon Papers trial.

.Using a White House Xe-
rox machine, a razor blade

pared two phony cables to
look like official State De-
partment documents, using
the experience he said he
gained as an ex-CIA agent
on several occasions,
“floating forged newspaper

accounts, telegrams, that
sort of thing.” .
In Washington, Colson

denied having told Hunt to
“falsify any documents.”
The seven-page section
was released by trial Judge
W. Matt Byre Jr., who last
Friday released the first 29
pages of Hunt’s testimony,
in which Hunt revealed an
elaborate CIA-assisted
scheme leading to the bur-
. glary of the office of co-de-
. fendant Daniel Ellsberg’s
- psychiartist.
Today’s Hunt disclosure
| related soley to the hogus
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cables. But, in another docu-
ment Byrne made available
to the defense, former
White House Aide Egil

Krogh threw aditional light
on the burglary scheme.

Krogh said in an affidavit
to Byrne and the Justice De-
partment that the burglary
grew out of direct orders
from resigned White House
domestic affairs chief John
Ehrlichman in July, 1971,
authorzing “covert activity”
to compile a “psychological
history”’ on Ellsberg.

Krogh said the special
White House “plumbers”
squad was assigned to the
task because of a growing
fear within the administra-
tion that unauthorized léaks
were endangering national
security and that Ellsberg’s
psychiatric file might di-
vulge the names of alleged
co-conspirators.

Krogh said that the con-
cern was so great that Presi-
dent Nixon personally told
him, in Ehrlichman’s pres-

ence, “to move ahead with '

the greatest urgency to de-
termine the source of
leaks.” Krogh in no way im-
plied, however, -that the:
President at any time knew
about the burglary prior to
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The Watergate scandal
reached new heights yes-
terday.

Passengers aboard ,
United Air Lines’ Flight
642 from Cleveland, de-
scending for a landing at
National ‘Airport, were be-
ing treated to a chatty
commentary from the
cockpit on the sights be-
low.

“Now those of you on
the left side of the air-
craft may see some odd-
shaped buildings next to
the Kennedy Center,” said
2d Officer Richard Marti-
neau after pointing out
the White House, the
Washington Monument
and the Capitol.

“Those are the famous
—or infamous—Watergate
apartments.”

Passengers were still
laughing as the plane.
touched down and Marti-
neau, new on the Cleve-
land-Washington run, was
beaming, “First time I
fried it,” he said. . :

|

the time it was brought to
his attention last month.
Krogh also noted that the
White House unit was cho-
Sen over the FBI for the
special Ellsberg “job” be-
cause the late FBI Director
J. Edgar Hoover had “a
close personal relationship”
with Ellsberg’s father-in-law
Louis Marx, a retired Cali-
fornia toy manufacturer.,
Krogh added that Hoover
approved of the- special
probe in a memorandum,

In Washington, an FBI

- Spokesman said the Bureau

is unable to confirm or deny
Krogh’s statement, because
it has not located any docu-
ment establishing Hoover’s
acquiescence in the White
House probe.

Hunt’s grand jury testi-
mony described how, around
the time the Ellsberg psy-
chological profile was being
discussed, he was also going
through hundreds of State
Department cables,. compar- -
ing them with what ap-
beared in the Pentagon Pa-
pers leaked by Ellsberg.

Hunt said he noticed a
gap in the cables around the
period of Diem’s overthrow,
and subsequently confirmed
that neither the Pentagon
nor the CIA had the missing
copies of the missing mate-
rial. .

He informed Colson, for
whom he was working on a
part-time basis and whose
recommendation landed him
the job with the “plumbers
squad,” Colson resigned as
White House special counsel
early this year.

Hunt told Colson that, “in
my opinion a lot of stuff
that should have been there
had been extracted.”

The following conversa-
tion ensued, according to
Hunt’s testimony.:

Colson: How do you ac-
count for that (the missing
cables)?

Hunt: Well, some of the
cables that they still have
on hand at the Department
of State have been sent,
with date stamps, saying
photographed or duplicated
for the John F. Kennedy
Memorial Library . . . . Well,

i obviously anybody who had

been given access to the . ..
file for the purpose of incor-
porating them into material
held by the JFK library
would also have had oppor-
tunity to remove any cables
that could have been embar-
rasing to the Kennedy lega-
tees.

Colson: What kind of ma-

. terial have you dug up on



the files that would indicate
Kennedy complicity?”

(Here, Hunt said he
showed Colson three or four
cables that indicated the ad-
ministration “had pretty
close to pulled the trigger
against Premier Diem’s
head, but it didn’t say so in
S0 many words.”)

Colson: Well, this isn’t
good enough. Do you think
that you could improve on
them?

Hunt: Yes, I probably
could, but not without tech-
nicial = assistance. (“After
all,” Hunt told the grand
Jury, “I had been given
some {raining in my past
CIA career to do just this
sort of thing and had done it
successfully on numerous
occasions, floating forged
newspapr accounts, tele-
grams, that sort of thing.”)

Colson: Well, we won’t be
able to give you any techni-
cal help. This is too hot. See
what you can do on. your
own. .

Hunt said he set out to do
just that “with the very
meager means at my dis-
posal”—namely the White
House Xerox, a razor blad
and a typwriter.

“The process was rela-
tively simple,” he testified.
“I first of all prepared a
cable text. In other words,
from many of those cables, I
could pretty well adjust the
text to the type of language
that would be used by the
man who was the ostensible
originator, and altered
these, from time to time, un-
til I was satisfied that I had
two creditable cables.”

Hunt said he used signa-
tures of the releasing re-
viewing officers and the
time-date stamp—from pre-
vious cables “and simply by
Xeroxing and re-Xeroxing, I
substituted a text for what

had previously been a legiti-

mate cable and could use
those.” )

Hunt was unhappy with
his work, particularly be-
cause he could not get ac-
cess to the same type face
used by the State Depart-
ment, but Colson liked
them. But, said Hunt, “They
could never be published,
because after the Alger Hiss
case, everyone was type-
writer conscious.”

“So,” he added, “There
would just have to be a fast-
brush show on a take-it-or-
leave-it basis, which I began
to believe was the purpose
Mr. Colson had in mind.”

Soon after completing the
cables, someone, apparently
Colson, sent Time-Life re-
porter William Lambert

over, with instructions to
Hunt, “If you want to show
him, show them to him, up
in your office at the' White
House, if you want. But
don’t let them get out of
your hands.”

Colson, respending in
Washington to questions
about Hunt’s testimeny, said
in his statement:

Hunt’s testimony before the
grand jury. I did not order
Mr. Hunt at any time to fal-
sify any documents. From
What I have read of Mr.
Hunt’s statements it is en-
tirely possible that Mr. Hunt
misunderstood something I
said to him at the time he
was reviewing Pentagon Pa-
per cables with me. It has
been widely reported that I
would not let Mr. Lambert

' use the information alleg-

edly given to him and that I
actively attempted to dis-
courage him from pursuing
the story. Such action is in-
consistent with orders on
my part to falsify anything.”

Lambert, “Exultant” over
the cables, Hunt said, copied
them on a yellow pad. Lam-

bert revealed recently that

he spent a year trying to
verify the phony cables, but
could not. )

Hunt gave no indication
what purpose Colson hoped
to serve by leaking the
phony cables. But other
sources have suggested that
it was part of an emerging
White House strategy to dis-
credit potential 1972 Demo-
cratic Party opponents of
Mr. Nixon, among whom at
the time, was  one of the
“legatees,” Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy (D-Mass.), whose
older brother John was
President when Diem. was
assassinated.’

From the bogus cable job,
Hunt went to work for
Krogh and his special inves-
tigation into security leaks,
In his affidavit, Krogh said
that on or about July 15,
1971, he was given oral in-
structions by Ehrlichman to
begin the project “to deter-

.mine the causes/ sources
‘and ramifications

of the
unauthorized disclosures of
classified documents known
as the Pentagon Papers.”
Krogh said he was in-
formed by the FBI that the
Soviet embassy in Washing-
ton had a copy of the Penta-
gon Papers before they were
published in The New York
Times. He also referred to a
news story on Strategic
Arms Limitation Talks with
the Soviet Union; another
story on Aug. 12, 1971, re-
garding a Soviet move to

‘ “I have
Just read excerpts of M,

‘team-member

avert a war by entering into
a pact with India, and a re-
port from the CIA that the
life of one of its agents had
been jeopardized by a news
story.

After the SALT story,
Krogh said he “was person-
ally instructed by President
Nixon, in the presence of
John D. Ehrlichman, fhat
the continuing ‘leaks’ of vi-
tal information were com-
promising the national secu-
rity of the United States,
and the President instructed
(Krogh) to move ahead with
the greatest urgency to de-
termine the source of
‘]-eakS-’ " 0

Ehrlichman gave approval
for “covert . activity” . to
Krogh, who put the burglary o

that James Robert Norton
of Los Angeles, a college
friend of Segretti, establish-
ed an account at the Alert
Answering Service for the
first three months of 1972.

The Post-Dispatch said
Eric Wuennenberg, a Uni-
versity of Wisconsin stu-

" dent, was approached by a’

Segretti coworker and ask-
ed to do political spying.
The newspaper said ‘Wuen-
nenberg was told he could
contact Segretti
the East St. Louis number.
Norton acknowledged set-
ting up the account, but
would say no more, the
Post-Dispatch reported.

through-

machinery into motion. But
it was not until afterward,
according to Krogh, that
Ehrlichman learned from
him that the special unit
had resorted to a break-in.

Ehrlichxpan, Krogh said,
“advised. . .that the activity
on the second trip to Cali-
fornia far exceeded the
scope of any covert activity
which had been approved in
general in advance,” and
told Krogh to tell Hunt and
G. Gordon
Liddy to cease any further
“covert activity.”

Krogh said that as far as
he knew the CIA was una-
vailable for the burglary op-
eration because it lacked ju-
risdiction within the United
States. But, he noted two
pages later that certain
films taken by Hunt and
Liddy from the building
housing Dr. Lewis Fielding’s
(the psychiatrist’s) office
were left in a camera be-
longing to the CIA and
“transmitted to the Dept. of
Justice by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency.”

In his testimony, Hunt
said the CIA had been in-
volved from the beginning,
providing cameras, equip- -
ment, disguises and false pa-
pers to Hunt, Liddy, Ber-
nard Barker and two Cu-
bans who constituted the
burglary team.

Telephone Number

Linked to Segretti

California lawyer Donald
Segretti, who reportedly
conducted a widespread
campaign of political sabo-
tage and espionage, used an
East St. Louis, IIl, tele-
phone answering service
as a link in his spying
operation,- the St. Louis

-Post-Dispatch reported yes- |
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