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Richardson Says™

He'll Pic

k Prober

N.Y. Times Service

Washington

Elliot L. Richardson an-
nounced yesterday that if
he is confirmed by the

Senate as attorney gener-’

al, he will appoint a spe-
cial prosecutor to conduct
the investigation of tHe
Watergate case.

Richardson, who had bee
under pressure from con-
gressman and Republicattu
party officials to appoin
someone from outside the
administration, said that he
has not picked anyone foE
the job but has “begun th‘é
search and will press it a
rapidly as possible.”

The prosecutor, Richard-
son said, would have “al
the independence, authorit
and staff support needed ¢t
carry out the tasks entrust
ed to him.”

Secretary of Defense
Richardson made the an-
nouncement in a statement

he read to newsmen at tle

Pentagon. He refused to an-
swer any questions. '

In explaining his decision,
Richardson said: “I have
taken into account the fact
that, because I have held of-
fice in this administration
from its beginning, my ob-
jectivity may be ques-
tioned.”

The statement came a
week after President Nixon
nominated Richardson as At-
torney General to replace
Richard Kleindienst, who re-
signed because he said he
had had personal and pro-
fessional associations with

some of those implicated in

the Watergate case.

At that time, Mr. Nixon
said Richardson would have
the authority to select an
outside prosecutor if Rich-
ardson believed such action
appropriate. '

CHOICE

Since then, many mem-
bers of Congress and other
politicians from both parties
have noted Richardson’s as-
sociation with the Nixon ad-
ministration since its incep-
tion and have said that Rich-
ardson should choose some-
one who has no connections
to the administration to
head, the prosecution.

Last week, the senate vot-
ed to call on the President to
appoint a special prosecutor.
A vote is expected later this
week on a resolution that
would express the “sense of
the Senate’ that Richardson
should name a prosecutor
and. that the appointee
should” be submitted to the
senate for approval. -

In his statement, Richard-
son seemed to take pains to
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From Page 1
meet the demands from
Congress. -

Richardson said he would
ask the Senate Judiciary
Committee to hold public
hearings on the “suitability
of the appointee” and would
“welcome, in addition, an
expression by the Senate as
a whole of its confidence in
him.”

The prosecutor, Richard-
son said, would “be in the
Department of Justice and
report to me — and only to

me — (but) he will be aware-

that +his ultimate accounta-
bility is to the American
people. :
HEARINGS :
Tomorrow Richardson is
to go before the Judiciary
Committee for the beginning
of his confirmation hearings.

Members of the commit--

tee said that they have little
doubt that Richardson will
be confirmed, but they said
they want to question him
closely about the authority
he would give to the special
prosecutor. ,
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Two Democratic senators

.— Robert C. Byrd.of West

Virginia® and John V. Tunney
of California — said they are
eager to learn whethier the .
brosecutor would be 'able to
grant immunity froni prose-
cution to a witness or wheth-
er he would have to clear
such action with Rickardson
or the White House.
LETTER

Another Democrat,  sena-
tor Adlai E. Stevenson IIT-of
Ilinois, commented that “to
call the special prosecutor
independent does not -guar-
antee his independence.”

Stevenson wrote -a letter
last week to Richardson
signed by 29 senators calling
for the appointment of a tru-
ly independent prosecutor.

Republican leader Hugh
Scott of Pennsylvania; who
is also a member ofthe Ju-
diciary Committee, stressed
the importance of “a full
hearing before the: commit-
tee” and said he expects Ri-
chardson would give . the
committee ‘“‘Guidelines
about the type of prosecutor
he is loking for.” -



