§H;m' omme
White Hous

MAY 8 1973

o Statement

Ne

4n
" ‘Knowledge

‘Untrue’

‘N.Y. Times Service :
Miami .

The White House de-
nied.again yesterday, that
President Nixon had
“prior knowledge” of the
Watergate operation or
of the alleged coverup by
high White House aides.

The statement of denial,
approved by the President,
was issued by Gerald L.
Warren, deputy White
House press secretary. It
contained a carefully
worded denial of presiden-
tial involvement in the
matter. :

“The White House says |
this morning that any
suggestion that the Presi.
dent was aware of the Wat-
ergate operation is untrue,” |
the statement said.

“Any suggestion that tha
President participated in
any coverup activity or ac-
tivities is untrue. Any sug-
gestion that the President
ever authorized the offering
of clemency to anyone in
the case is also false.”

COUNSEL
The statement followed
published reports that John
W. Dean III, the former ‘
White House counsel, has |

s

told Federal investigators |
that the President personal-
ly thanked him for his role
in the attempts to cover up
the Watergate scandal.

Reported in the current is-
sue of Newsweek magazine,
the” statement attributed to
Dean is the strongest allega-
tion yet of presidential in-

Is it not|

asked, .

Wadren al

volvement in the Watergate
case.

The Newsweek story was
the latest in a series of . ac-
counts in which Dean has in-
dicated that he has a poten- ‘
tially embarrassing amount
of information that he is
willing to use, if necessary,
to avoid hecoming what he
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has described as the “scape-
goat” for the White House.

He has reportedly told
Federal prosecutors that he
will make this information
available to the Grand Jury
investigating Watergata only
if he is granted immunity
from presecution.

REPORT

Newsweek recounted two
incidents that Dean report-
edly cited as indicating M.
Nixon’s knowledge and ap-
proval of White House ef-
forts to stifle any reverbera-
tions of the Watergate inci-
dent. The first allegediy took
Place in September, and the
second, last December.

The first, Newsweek re-
ported, took place in Mr.
Nixon’s office, where Dean,
the President and H. R. Hal-
deman, the Presiden®’s chief
of staff, discussed the sue-
cess of Dean’s effort to
“keep the lid on.”

Dean quoted Mr. Nixon, in
the Newsweek account, as
having said to Dean:
“Good job, John,”
~ In the second incident, .
Dean reportedly conveyed to .
John Ehrlichman, Mr. Nix-
on’s chief assistant for do-
mestic affairs at that time,

| a plea from the lawyer of E.

Howard Hunt Jr., one of the
Watergate defendants, for a
reduction in Hunt’s gén-
‘tence, Pk
According to Newsweek,
Dean conveyed the pléa to:
presidential adviser ‘J ohn
Ehrlichman, who wént into
the President’s office and.

“later came back with what
he. Said was Mr. Nixon’s
pramise of executive clem-
ency for Hunt.”
COMMENT

The Newsweek article
generated a flood of ques-
tions at Yesterday’s White
House news briefing, but of-
ficial spokesmen refused to
on assertions
made in that or other stories
of government involvement
in the affair, :

However, Warren tol d
hewsmen he would issue “an

over-all comment which I

.think is merited at this :

“time.”
" He then read the state-
ment and added:

“Having said that, I would

like to call your attention to
our position, which we wil]
maintain: throughout this
matter.

“When you have investiga-
tions, grand juries, couvrts
and the Ervin select com-

mittee all trying to get the. ;
facts and sort out the true

from the false in this mat.
ter, we are not going to com-
ment on various charges
and countercharges as they
arise.

“(I am not going to be
able to get into detailed
questions and answers on
various matters,” he said.

VIEW
~ There was little doubt
among observers here that
the statement was issued in
response to the latest series
of- allegations.

That feeling was strength-
ened by the fact that the
statement came after dis-
cussions among the Presi-
dent, his press secretary,
Ronald L. Ziegler, and his
newly appointed special as-
sistant, General Alexander

. M. Haig Jr.. who was ;sum-

%’éﬁed to Florida Sunday
isht 0

gﬂigig’s appearance - here.

and yesterday’s statemeni
confirm indications that the
President ‘has Heen unable to
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break away from the_ scan-
da¥ aygund " his administra-
tion. & TR
In his nationally televised
address of April 30, which
advisers had hoped would
lay Watergate :o rest, the
- President complained of the
- distraction forced by the is-
sue. f

ACTIVITY

Since then, except for a
long-scheduled sy mmit
- meeting with West German
. Chancellor Willy Brandt and
the  release ~¢f long-
completed statements such
as the State of the World re-
port and a report on Radio
Free Europe, the Presi-
dent’s activities have contin-
ued to revolve around the
damage done by Watergate.
During Mr. Nixon’s four
days of scelusion at nearby
Key Biscayne and an over-
night trip to the Bahamas,
nearly all reports of presi-
dential  altivity have
touched on Whité Houge op-
erations affected by the
scandal. ’
GUIDELINES :
Yesterday conference with

* Haig and Ziegler was de-
. Scribed as one of

: “discus-
Sions about the future White
House operation and other

- administrative details,”

Warren would not com-
ment further o n the new
guidelines on executive priv-
ilege issued last week by
White House Counsel Leon-
ard Garment.

Although the White House
asserted that the guidelines
were designed to ‘hold to a
minimum?” the uge of execu-
tive privilege by White
House staff members —

- Present and former — tg re-

frain from answering ques-
tions, the statement appears
to extend that privilege to

. hew areas.

PRIVILEGE

Some lawyers have com-
Plained that the President
is, for the first time, trying
to extend the use of execu-
tive privileg to judicial pro-
ceedings,’ including grand
juries, in a manner that
effectively clogeg inquiries
about presidential involve-
ment.

In light of theose charges,
White House aideg have
been asked dozen of times to
clarify the issye and have
refused.

“Ican’t get into speci-
fies,” “Warren replied when
ask to clarify the extend to

-which guidelines - had been
’brlg)ade;ned or curtailed.

true, He was

o turned aside

aill  questions' designed io
learn, specifically, when the

‘Watergate “§
said, was made clear in the
President’s April 30 address:-

" In that-speech;~Mr:Nixon
! said that until March 1973,

he believed no one’in”_tl}e

. White House was involved in

President firfstz,lem‘gx_éd of the® . thg« Watergatt Incident.

% That, he

T Newsweek’s article, it
is alleged that Dean“cons
tends the president thanked
him. for his work in the mat--
Eer as early as last Septem-

er, - g



