Segrettii;idicted inMailing
Of Bogus Muskie Letter
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Special to The New York Times )
‘ ORLANDO, Fla., May 4—A Federal grand jury today
lindicted Donald H. Segretti, a national campaign worker for
‘President Nixon, on a charge of political espionage in Florida
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last year. The grand jury ac-
cused Mr. Segretti and a
Tampa accountant, George H.
Hearing, of arranging for the
mailing of a fictitious letter
on the stationery of Senator
Edmund S. Muskie, Democrat
of Maine, who was a candi-
date in the Florida Presiden-
tial primary at the time.

The letter accused two other
Democratic candidates for Pres-
‘dent—Senator Hubert H. Hum-
phrey of Minnesota and Senator
Henry M. Jackson of Washing-
ton—of sexual misconduct.

Mr. Humphrey and Mr. Jack-
son vigorously denied the
charges at the time, and aides
to Senator Muskie disclaimed
any knowledge of the letter.

Linked to Plot

Mr. Segretti, a 28-year-old
Los Angeles lawyer, has been
linked with several top Republi-
can campaign workers and of-
ficials alleged to have been in-
volved in a national plot to de-
stroy Senator Muskie as a Pres-
idential candidate and to throw
the Democratic riomination to
Senator George McGovern of
South Dakota.

White House employes have
told the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation ‘that Mr. Segretti
went on the payroll in late
1971, when Senator Muskie was
leading Mr. Nixon in Presiden-
tial preference polls, with Sen-
ator MeGovern showing very
little voter appeal.

Although it has been estimat-,
ed by investigators that as’
many as 50 persons were being
uséd throughout the nation in
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spurious campaign literature,

The indictment accused Mr.

Segritti of sending a quantity
of Muskie stationery to Mr.
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Segretti and Mr. Hearing, is
punishable upon conviction by
a sentence of one year in prison
and a fine of $1,000, a Justice
Department spokesman said..
Disruption Planned

The indictment said that on
Dec. 1, 1971, Mr. Segretti met
‘with Robert Benz, a 25-year-old
Tampa man, to plan a disrup-

publicans Club. The Govern-

primary.

South Carolina schoolteacher,
told reporters she had been re-
cruited by Mr. Benz to work

o e no
Fafricia Griffin, a young against him “because of his
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sands of copies of the letter
attacking Senator Humphrey
and Senator Jackson were
mailed from St. Petersburg on
March 11, three days before
the Florida primary.

Unsigned Letter
The letter, which was un-
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Kalmbach Mentioned
Telephone records indicated
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on campaign organization in
late 1971. At the University of
Southern California, he was a
classmate and friend of Dwight
L. Chapin, who was the Presi-
dent’s appointments secretary
in 1971.




