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The /lines’
waiting 1o tour the White

House were as long as us--

ual for abalmy Mav morn-
ing. -

(heckmg their cameras
and adjusting their sun-
glasses, 'schoolchildren, re-
tirees and middle-aged va-
cationers' through . the
P’re’sident-’s ‘residence,

As far -as -the Wategate
conspiracy and the alleged
involvement - in it . by some
hich White- House officials
were concerned the visitors,
for
have cared less.

“You came fo see the
White House, not the people
in it,” said Marilyn Schnei-
der, a young housewife from
St. Paul.

Polltimans are all
. crooks, anyway,”" her hus-
band, Paul, a Navy radio op-
erator, said. -

Despite solemn warnings
from politicians and political
analysts. Schneider did not
think the institution of the
Presidency, has been affect-
e at all by Watergate.

‘I don’t think any less of
I'resident Nixon,” he said.

“Like they say. all's fair in
love and war. This time they
st got caught, that's all .

HOUSEWIFE

A [ew yards down the line,
a housewife from Wausau,
Wis., Mrs. Robert Jones,
unnplamed that the Water-
aate issue ‘‘has been blown
all out of proportion.”

"I was talking to a Demo-
crat from Texas, and he
said this stuff has been
going on for years,” she de-
clared. “Everybody's been
doing it. in both parties. so
what's the big deal?”

(1 was a typical crowd for
s time ol year, according

the most part, couldn’t

man, a veteran of the daﬂy

.tour. It was composed main-.
ly -of older people with lei-

sure -and money to spend,

- and schoolchildren on an ed—

ucational jaunt.
“These are prosperous

‘people,” the policeman said.

They're not concerned with.

_political scandals.”

Suddenly the sound of

“drums burst out of 'a White

House loudspeaker, followed
by a band playing “‘Ameérica
the Beautiful” and a record-
ed speech about the tour.
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‘o the Tourists

. L o a National Parks pohce-
of visitors

“And remember,” a wom- |

an’s voice recited, “even by

passing though, you become
a part of its history — and
that’s the real excitement of
the White House.”

“Isn’t that wonderful‘?"
grandmotherly woman said,
nodding a headful of freshly
sel gray fingerwaves.

SYMPATHY

“VIP visitors,” those who
go lo the extra step of

asking their congressman or |

a  government official
make arrangements

tour,

One of these,
cribed himsell as “an inde-
pendent businessman" from
Cincinnati. said Walergate
made no diiference at all ‘i
how he felt about politics
and government. “I'm in
sympathy with the problems
of the Presidency,” he said.

Another, Iirnie Wilbanks,
of the Long Beach Chamber
of Commerce, thought “It
Jjust proves that we’re all hu-
man, including the Presi-
dent.”

-“I think in the end it’s
going to be productive, that
Congress is going to
foreed to pass legislation to
control campaign funds,”

to !
for |
them, are viven a separate .
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of 40 fifth-'and sixth - grad- -
ers from Pleasantville Mid-
dle - School in Westchester
County, N.Y:

N.¥. Times Service



