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Judge Tvells
Of Offer by

Ehrlichman

N.Y. Times Service

Los Angeles

The judge in the Penta-
gon. Papers trial con-
firmed yesterday that
twice during this trial he
met directly with John D.
Ehrlichman to discuss the
possibility of becoming di-
rector of the FBI.

The defense said it would
use this latest disclosure to
move again for an “‘immedi-
ate dismissal” of the
charges against Daniel Ells-
berg and Anthony J. Russo
Jr.

U.S. District Judge
Matthew Byrne Jr. also cas-
tigated the government for
the slowness with which it is
conducting the investigation

. that he has ordered into the
Watergate-Pentagon Papers
link.

And he asked the defense
to submit by today legal pre-
cedents and citations for
both a mistrial and a dis-
missal — to be added tothe
motion the defense filed
Tuesday for a dismissal.

MEETINGS

Before the jury was sum-
moned in to hear more testi-
mony, Judge Byrne said
that he had met with Ehril-
ichman, first, ou April 5 in
San Clemente, and then
again two days later in San-
ta Monica.

The judge said he had rei-
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terated at the seeqhd meet-
ing what he had, sdid atthe
first meeting, ‘that I would
not consider nor I would not
in any way discuss the posi-
tion of director of the FBI
Whlle this case was pend-
ing.”
He did not say that the job

was either directly offered -
to him or directly declined

by him. ’x
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The judge also said, in an-

swer to a question from de-*
fense counsel Leonard I.  j

e
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Weinglass that on April 1 he /ﬁ' W. MATT BYRNE

attended a dinner party at

the home of Paul Ziffrin, a'
- Democratic National Com-

mitteeman from California,
at which Henry A. Kissinger
was also a guest, along with
‘“‘about 100 people.”” He did
not discuss ‘the case nor a
possible ‘federal job with
Kissinger, the judge said.

Outside of court, Weing-
lass raised the question of a
“second ' meeting, with Ehz-
lichman, who évxdentally
knew that he was to be in-
volved in this case.”

“We now have apﬁalen‘dy
a meeting by an ofﬁicml of
the White House, an adviser
to the President who évi:
dently knew that his' name
was about to be imph;atéd
in this case, meetmg with
the presiding judge of this
trial, offering him a v’ely
h1gh—1evel govermneni posi-
tion, and then followihg the
meeting up with a second
meeting,” Wemcflass said.
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. In another developmen‘c
Byrne turned over: to the de-
fense reports of more FBI
interviews with former high
officials of the Nixon admin-
istration. | NeAy

One of them Avas an inter-
view Tuesday,/mth Ehrlich-
man in which he reportedly
said that he has had nothing
to do with the special White

House investigation of the’

Pentagon Papers case for
more than a year, but that
the inquiry was conducted
by two of his aides.
Ehrlichman said that on
his orders David Young, a
member of the National Se-
curity Council staff, and

‘Egil Krogh, of the White

House staff headed the in-
quiry that led to the break-
in at the office of Ellsberg’s

The Ellsberg case judge

psychiatrist by G. Gordon
Liddy and E. Howard Hurit
Jr., two convicted Water-
gate conspirators.

Young resigned yester-
day, and ngh took a leave
from the position he has
held during the second Nix-
on administration as under-
secretary of transportation.

RESULTS

Ehrlichman reportedly
told the FBI that he had as-
sumed the results of the in-
vestigation — ‘“‘a project to
get a psychiatric profile of
Ellsberg” — were stillin the
White House offices of
Young and Krogh, that he
himself had not been in-
volved in the investigation
for more than a year, and
that he had collected a
newspaper clipping file on
the case that was turned
over to ‘“the President’s

- files” and is now apparently .

in the ‘“‘archives.”

The President’s former
top adviser for domestic af-
fairs reportedly admitted in
the FBI interview that he
had seen previous bureau in-
vestigative reports on Ells-
berg’s wife, Patricia, and on

" Neil Sheehan the NeW York

Times reporter who first dis-
closed the Pentagon Papers
on June 13, 1971, in the
Times.

In another of the inter-
views, H. R. Haldeman is re-

“ported to have told the FBI

he knew nothing about the
White Hous e investigation
of this case. Bruce Kehrli, a
staff secretary to the Presi-
dent, also denied to the FBI
that he knew anything about
the investigation.



