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WASHINGTON — (AP) —
President Nixon followed up
his televised Watergate
speech last night by extend-
ing an olive branch to the
press.

Without advance notice,
Nixon showed up in the
White House press briefing
room and stepped behind a
rostrum whose microphones
were dead.

He told newsmen he had

had his differences with
them in the past, then add-
ed: /
~ ““Just continue to give me
hell when you think I'm
wrong.

“I hope I'm worthy of
your trust.” '

" Walked Out

With that, the President
walked from the room.

In-his speech, the Presi-

dent had given a ‘‘vigorous.

free press” part of the cred-
it for exposing the Water-
gate -scandal. U.S. District
Judge John Sirica, who tried
seven Watergate consplra-
tors also was cited.

Nixon has not always
made conciliatory ‘gestures
toward the press.

: Contrast
At "his now famous news

conference following-an un-

successful gubernatorial
race in ‘California in 1962,
Nixon said, ‘““You won’t have
Dick+Nixon -to kick around
any more.”

to Press

Nixon’s comments last
night contrasted sharply
with the earlier position tak-
en by Ronald. Ziegler, his
press secretary.. ¢

Only  two weeksrag
gler refused to apologlze to

uncover the consplracy, say-
ing his past attacksf would
“stand the test of time.”

In what was perhaps his
most heated publiciattack in
the Watergate case, Ziegler
said, “This is. a polifical ef-

fort. by The Washington
nd co- -

Post, well conceive
ordmated with the alm of
dlscredltmg this aqu,mstra-
tion.”

‘Secret Fund"" ;

At that time hewas refer-
ring to a story that said the
federal grand jury had been
told that White House*Chief

of Staff H. R. Haldéman,
who resigned yesterday, was
one of five men autrgpnzed
to draw on a secret Nixon
fund wused for pghtlcal
spying and sabotage. -

During . the pre51dent1a1
campaign, Ziegler attacked
the Post on several:-occa-
sions, accusing the newspa-
per of “character assaﬁsma—
tion” and ‘“a vicious abuse

_of the journalistic proceSS

In his address, lean said
Ziegler, like' himself,- had
been acting on the basis of

“<¢Hat later was shown to be

inaccurate information.

Other clippings on this filed Nixon.
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