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Watergate Perjury, Pressure Charged

By Lawrence Meyer
b ";; Washington Post Staff Writer

J ames W. McCord charged yesterday
that persons yet unnamed were in-
volved in the Watergate conspiracy to
bug : the Democrats, that “political
pressure” had been “apphed to the de-
fendants to plead guilty and remain
silent,” and that government. witnesses
had perjured themselves at his trial.

MeCord, breaking a nine-month
silence maintained by the seven Water-
gat® defendants, asked for a private
meeting with Chief U.S. District
Judge John J. Sirica, saying he could
“not feel confident” talking to the FBI
or with prosecutors who “work for the
Department of Justice.”

MecCord said he wanted to falk to
the judge despite his belief that

“retaliatory measures will be taken
avalnst me, my famlly, and my
friends.”

A two-page letter from McCord to
Sirica was read in court yesterday at
what was to be a sentencing session
for McCord and the other defendants.

Sirica ended up issuing a final sen-
tence to only one defendant: former

- White 'House aide G. Gordon Liddy.

The judge, describing the Watergate
crimes as “sordid, despicable and thor-
oughly reprehensible,” ordered Liddy
to serve at least six years, eight
months in prison and fined him < $40,-
000.

Sirica deferred final sentencing of
the other five defendants, saying he
“would have to weigh as a factor”
whether they now give their “full co-
~operation” to ongoing Watergate inves-
“tigations. He said he would make that
{final decision in three months or more
and was, until then, provisionally im-
posing a maximum sentence on each of
the five. -

During the, dramatic, two-hour court
session, E. Howard Hunt Jr., another
former White House aide who was the
first of five defendants to plead guilty
in the Watergate incident, told Sirica
that he was “destroyed asa man” and
pleaded for mercy.

“T lost my employment then my be-
loved wife (who died in an airplane
crash), both in consequence of my in-
volvement in the Watergate affair,”
Hunt told Sirica. “Humbly, with pro-
found contrition, I ask now that your
honor look beyOnd the Howard Hunt
of last June 17 to my life as a whole.
And if it please this court, to temper
justice with mercy.”
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Sirica offered to speak to McCord
before passing sentence on him, with
the conditions that a full transcnpt be
made of McCord’s -statements and ‘that
Sirica could release the transcript to
the grand jury and the select Senate
committee investigating the Watergate
bugging and allegations of political
spying and sabotage sponsored by
aides to President Nixon in the 1972
presidential campaign. .

Gerald Alch, McCord’s lawyer, said
after a private meeting with Sirica
that McCord agreed to the judge’s
terms. Alch said he hoped to have Mec-
Cord make his statement to S1r1ca
sometime next week. %

MecCord, Liddy and Hunt stand con-
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victed, -along with four other men—all
from Miami—of charges of conspiracy,
burglary, illegal wifetapping and
eavestiropping in connection with the
Jiine 17 break-in and bugging of the
Democratic  National Committee’s

Watergate headquarters. Only Liddy

and McCord stood trial. The other five
pleaded guilty to all charges against
them. ‘ .

. McCord, an ex-FBI and CIA agent
was security director for the Commit-
tee for the Re-election of the Presi-
dent.'Singe his arrest inside the Water-
gate in the early hours of June 17
along with the four men from Miami,
M¢Cord has maintained astoic silence
in public about his involvement in the
Watergate affair. - . . .

In a two-page, singlé‘space
that he delivered to Sirica through a
probation officer on March 20, MeCord
broke that silence, telling the judge
that he was torn by .legal considera-
tiofis and his family’s fears onthe one
hand, and his desire to minimize his
punishment and the “interests of jus-
tite” on the other.

McCord's letter contains these
statfements:
~e- “THere was political pressure ap-
plied to the defendants to plead guilty
and remain silent.” ’

e “Prejury occurred during the trial
in matters highly material to the very
structure, orientation, and impact of
the government’s case, and to the moti-
vation and intent of the defendants.”

e “QOthers involved in the Watergate
operation were not identificed during

the frial, when they could have been

by those testifying.”

e “The Watergate operation ‘was-not
a CIA operation.”. s i

e McCord, wanted to speak to Sirica
in private. “Since I cannot feel confi-
dent’in talking with an FBI agent, in
testifying before a grand jury whose
U.S. attorneys work for the Depart-
ment of Justice, or in talking with
other. government representatives,
such a discussion with you would be of
assistance to me.” 5

o, “Members of my family have ex-
pressed fear for my life if I disclose
knowledge of the facts in this matter,
either/ publicly or to any government
representative.” Although. MecCord said
he did not share these concerns “to the
samé degree, nevertheless, I do believe
thatretaliatory measures will be taken
against ‘me, my family, and my friends
should I disclose such facts.”

McCord concluded the.letter by say-
ing that he made the statements in it
“freely and voluntarily, fully realizing
that I may be prosecuted for giving a
false statement to a judicial: official.”
He had not discussed the matter with
his lawyers, McCord said, “as a matter
of protection for them.” *

Principal -Assistant U.S. Attorney
Earl J. Silbert, the chief prosecutor in

“fotfer™

the Watergate trial, said later that he
knew McCord had written Sirica a let-
ter, but that the first time he knew the
contents, was as-the judge read the let-
ter in court. ) :

" The release of McCord’s letter fol-
lows questions raised during the cen-
firmation hearings for Acting FBI
Director L., Patrick Gray III about the
propriety of his giving FBI files on
the Watergate investigation to White

‘House counsel John W. Dean IIT.

Persons questioned by, t;}ie %BI said
they were later asked abaut their FBI
statements by /re-election’ committee
officials. : '

It was repbrted  yesterday that
prosecutors 'triegato, limit the FBI's
role in the investigation, fearing dis-
semination of’thel FBE4nformation to

the very people vestizsated. -

Beind

woAn official-franscript-of a March 20

séssion that: Sirica held in*ehambers,
unsealed by -the judge - yesterday,
shows that Silbert and U.S. Attorney
Harold H. TitusiJr. were asked by Sir-
ica to be present when he read the let-
ter- e

Silbert amd Titus told Sirica, how-
ever, that they thought it would pe im-

proper for them to know the letter’s
" contents and left before it was read." '

During the trial, when Sirica ex-
pressed his ‘dissatisfaction that all the
facts concernifig the Watergate "inci-
dent were not,coming out, Silbett in-
sisted several 'fimes that the govern-
ment.had no evidence that wotild sup-
port a prosé@uﬁon against.;.anyone
other than thé seven defendants,.

Following yesterday’s court session,
McCord, the only one of the seyen de-
fendangs-who remained free, 1gftifhe

_U,8. District Courthouse with his Taw-
yer, Gerald Alch. Asked at a brief

press conference if McCord’s ssafety
was secure, Alch said, “He advises me
that it is, and he is the best judge of
that.” Asked if any actual threats have
been made, Alch said, “Not to my
knowledge.”

When:Alch was asked what McCord
would tell the judge, the lawyer re-
sponded, “I don’t know what he’s going
to say and I haven’t asked him.”

A spokesman for the Justice Depart-
ment, said yesterday that if McCord’s
statement to Sirica “contains informa-
tion supporting these allegations (of
perjury and other criminal activity) or
indicating any other violation of fed-
eral law, the Department of Justice
will, of course, take appropriate action
immediately.”

In Key Biscayne, Fla., deputy White
House press secretary Gerald L. War-
ren said he would have no comment on
MecCord’s charges because it was the
“consistent policy” of the Nixon ad-
ministration “not to comment on:mat-
ters in this trial, or any other pending
trial. It is a policy that we, Twill reli-
giously follow while -there is. a judicial
process in motion,” Warren said. “I be-
lieve I wouldileave it at that.”

Samuel Dash, chief counsel to the
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seven-member bipartisan Senate Select
Commitee investigating the Watergate
incident, was in court at the sentencing,

Dash*said that Sirica had not told him
of McCord’s letter, adding, “I would say
that what Judge Sirica has done has
given us a greater opportunity to get
informfation that might not otherwise be
known.” _—

MecCord’s letter appeared to refute
White House claims that no one else vilts
involved in the Watergate incident, Dash
said.

During the trial, the government
called four high officials and former of-

ficials of the President Nixon’s cam .

paign committee—deputy campaign man-

‘ager 'J&b ‘Stuart Magruder, Herbert L.

Porter;:Robert C. Odle Jr. and Hugh W.

Sloan Jr. Each of them denied any
knowledge of, or involvement in the
Watergaterbugging; which was financed
with re-election committee funds given
to Liddy, according to testimony in the
trial. ' ! b

.During the court session yesterday,
some* of the defendants showed
matrked changes since they last ap-
pedred in court a month or more ago.
Liddy, a jaunty former prosecutor and
ex-FBI agent, appeared to have- lost
considerable weight since he was im-
prisoned Jan. 30. He greeted Hunt with

a snappy salute and gave his familiar .

wave—a gesture that became his trade-
mark during the four-week trial—to
the packed courtroom, but there was

little other display of his buoyancy of
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two months ago. Liddy has been held
in the federal penitentiary at Danbury,
Conn., most of the time since Jan. 30.

Slrlca called ledy and his lawyers
first as the judge began pronouncing
sentence. Liddy’s lawyer, Peter L. Mar-
oulis, told Sirica that “Mr. Liddy’s life
has been one of public service. It has
been deeply involved with the law.”
Sirica then asked ledy if he wished
to speak. “I have nothing to say, your
honor.” Sivica asked Liddy a second
time. “Nothing to say,” Liddy replied.

Liddy could have.received a maxi-
mum sentence 'of 33 years’ imprison-
ment and a $40,000 fine if Sirica had
imposed consecutivel#gentences on all
the counts within-his: authority to do
0. «

Instead, Sirica‘ordered some of the
six counts under which Liddy was sen-
tenced to run ¢oncurrently .with oth-

“ers.-As a resulf, Liddy will have to
serve at least six, years and eight
months in prison and pay a $40,000
fine before he is eligible for probation.
Liddy has indicated he will appeal his
conviction.

Prior to passing sentence, Sirica also
asked Silbert if he wished to speak.
‘The prosecutor said that what Liddy
and the others had done were “not the
most serious offenses known to the
law” but that the crimes had resulted
in “adverse effects ... far more injuri-
ous to the public.” .

“What they have done,” Silbert said,
“is to generate a fear, whether valid or
not, that this 111ega1 activity-bugging,
not, that this illegal activity—bugeing,
and condoned.” Liddy, Silbert said,
“was the leader; the person with the
money,” and his, background, education
and station in_ life “make hlS conduct
the most blameWmth ”

- Sirica said his sentence was de-
signed as a deterrent against others,
not for rehabilitation. At- Maroulis’ re-
quest, Sirica agreed to recommend
that Liddy continue to be confined at
Danbury, so that Maroulis, a lawyer in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., could visit him
frequently. Liddy then said, “Thank
you, your honor,” and returned to his
seat:

Sirica then called Hunt for sentenc-
ing. Hunt’s lawyer, William O. Bitt-
man, reviewed Hunt’s 20-year CIA ca-
reer, said he was “an unusual man”
who had played aprincipal role in the

“successful overthrow of the Commu--

nist reglme in Guatemala in 1954” and
later in the abortive Bay of Pigs opera-
tion in 1961.

Hunt,"Bittman said, had “devoted his
entire adult life to the service of his
country” and was “specially trained by
our .government to perform tasks
which were’crucial to our country’s na-
tional security. He accepted all of his
assignments,” Bittman said, “without
questioning them.”

Bittman said Hunt retired form the
CIA because': df' ipressing
problems. “In 1971, Mr. Hunt was con-
tacted by a member of the presidential

financial -

staff (special counsel to the President
Charles W. Colson) and asked to con-
tribute his background in two specific
areas~0f ' great significance {o our
country: combatting the influx¥f for-
eign narcotics and the declassification
of material of the highest natlonal se-
curity significance.”

Hunt, who had appeared natty in
court after his indictment last Septeme.
ber, looked haggard yesterday. His
gray, pin-striped suit hung - loosely
from his shoulders His face was wan
and pale. *

Speaking in a soff vmce Hunt told
Sirica’ that “for 26 years I served my
country honorably and with devotion,”
first in the armed forces, thén in the
CIA. Hunt referred to the death of his
wife, othy,in a plane crash in Chi-
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“Had my wife and I not1ost our em-
ployment because of Watergate in-
volvement, she would not have sought
investment' security for our family in
Chicago,” he said. “My children’s

knowledge of the reason for her.death

is ineradicable—as is mine. Four chil-
dren without a mother. I ask that they
not lose their father, as well. i

“What I did was wrong, unquestiona-
bly wrong in the eyes of the law;and I
can accept that,” Hunt said. “For the
last nine months I have suffered an
ever-deepening consciousness’ oft gmlt
of responsibility for my acts, and of
the drastic penalties they entall i
pray, however, that this court——aﬁd the
American people——can accept my state-
ment today that my motives were not
evil.

“The real victims of the Waw%ergate
conspiracy, your honor, as ‘it has
turned out, are the consplrators sthem-
selves. But there-are other prospective
victims,” Hunt said. “I say to youin all
candor that my family desperately
needs me at this time.” Hunt used the
word “mercy” four times m h1s state-
ment. ' "‘;i“ *

Sirica then turned to the remaining
four defendants, all from Miami—Ber-
nard L. Barker, Frank Sturgis, Virgilio
R. Gonzalez and Eugenio R. Martinez
—captured with McCord inside the
Democratic offices on June 17. None of
the four made a statement. They all"
face possible maximum sentences of 40

‘ years in jail and fines of $50,000. Hunt
-faces a possible maximum sentence of

35 years in jail and a $40,000 figé;
Making clear that in 1mposmg the f1- :

conduct, Sirica told all five, “T¥écom-
mend your full cooperation with the
grand jury and the Senate Select Com-
mittee. You must understand that I
hold out no promises or hopes of any
kind to you in this matter, but I do say
that should you decide to speak freely,
I would have to weight that factor in
appraising what sentence .will be fi-
nally imposed in: each.case. Other fac-

“fardwill, of course, be:considered, but

T mentxon this one because it is one
over which you have control.”
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