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- FBI agents wanted to: -gues-
tlon Martha Mitchell about

the Watgrgate affair last fall)

torney | General  John . N.
MltcheH refused to permit it,
senators were told yesterday
The disclosure came from L.
Patrick- Gray. III, the- acting
FBI“director, during: his:sec-
ond day of eonfirmation hear-
ings .orr his nomination to suc-
ceed the late J. Edgar Hoover.
1’1y, said his agents’ desire
“oquestion . Mrs. Mitchell
stemmedufr.om news. reports
that she was going to “telliall” |5
ina_jbook about -behind-the-
scenes -activities .that were|

of bugging and burglary ar-
rests. at the Watergate last
June. "

The nominee; defending:his
handling of the Watergate in-
vestigation, told the Jud1c1ary
Committee . that he .did ‘not
personally make the decision
not to pursue. questioning:of
Mrs. Mrtnhell Probably it was
based. on, “a sense of courtesy,
decency *and dignity,” whieh
the FBf observed - without
favoritism, he said. He was
not asked who made the de-

day, alsq’ disclosed that:
® Robert C. Mardian, former
asmstaﬂt attorney general, and

ee GRAY, A7, Col. 1

P _eszde'm;’ts.cumjpazgnk frfge
ice commaittee isays, it
idn’t - know  $200,000  con-
ributor was under federal
mvestzgatwn . Page A3.

ege a,;nd refused to angwer
"BI questlons about aceué:
tions that the committee. de-
:tr()yed records of financial
;ontnb‘utlch% and wiretapped
tonversations® among - Demo-
wats. -

¢ Despite the apparent in-
rolvement of aides ‘to' White
House chief of staff H. R.
Haldeman, the FBI, which- lim-
ted 1ts§invest1gat10n to ! the
!avesdroppmg and burglary at
the: Watergate Hotel, had no

but her/ husband, former At-

partly uncovered in the wake |\

cisions;, |

ray, J‘;vho will be. back .be-
fore the/!Judiciary Committee
when earlngs resume . Tues-|

[uestiofing Haldeman.
1

lajlure te question” Mrs ‘Mite-

lelI was “grounded in: ‘cour-

lesy vand:’ not, politics - was
retted iwith’ disbelief by Sen
iré¢h Bayh (D-Ind.). .«

. “That’kind of double’ stand-

! ird'is sort of asking for 4rou—

")le? Bayh told thesw1tne‘ss
Cfray said he petsonally ap-

Lienior; agents last: September
hat Mrs Mitchell be 4 ap-
iproached through her wthus-

)and, who had left the Justlce

Department the previou:
uary and quit as.head g
{Txon re-election campaigt
lune, saying his Jwife 4 1
ned toleave him if he tayed
n politics. :

1 /The mterrogatlon planenw-
ioned;+ using  the,
lgents who had gnarded the
Vhtchells when hetwa .

5

i ‘established W
VIrs. M1tchell Grhy to

tories: about Mus. Mlt@;lell’
lans to .discuss Watergfate

: and

.1ot going to 1nterv1ew
hat was that.”.

h husbands
ers

iased 1n .part on-deference to
1 former Attorney Ge neral
nt sa1d ‘the FBI “would have
\ccorded that courtesy”. re-
rardless of political party.
Pressed further, GrayT‘tOId
8ayh, “I. may- be; glving.
he wrong: answer. » He prom-
sed to. check his records over
he weekend to make sure his
esponse was accurate :

!eatedly +told~Gray they found
1im hoporable ‘and candid but
‘hey questloned his claii'n that,
the Watergate probe was ‘free
»f political interference. Gray,
~who testlf' d Wednesday that]

eads‘that would have justified

: ’*’V\Fatergate
.“We ‘ﬁave not - really

been, able to fmd out what we |

hoped to find out ‘he sald
Among. - the unanswered

J'questions, Gray -said, was:who! ]
received:information fromthe
{wiretap of  the

Democratic

headquarters. ' “Somebody ‘re-

ceived that information,.we |

don’t know who,” he testified.

yroved the recommendation of

spemahf

rell 1%1:1 the agents thaf the ||

for mVestlga-

~the .

Ny

Committee. Democrats re- |

day|his . investigation
| rence

. {was about to apupear before the
the

S FBI's reports,

Grays assertlon that ‘the

Questioned: about: the fund-
ing :of ‘the’ Watergate opera-
Jqon Gray’ rephed “The most
we.could find -were the aud
thorizations of; secret fund(j
that  Jeb Magruder approve

., the fund ‘authorized-by Jeb

gruder when . $his intelli-
gex;;ee type operatroii was. set!
ups’ &

Magruder, a former Whrte
House assistant to Haldem
and deputy director "of tthe

Nixon ca mpaigh, . testified at
the: Y. trial of seven

spi

T Watergate figures that he: aus.

Jthorized G Gordon: ‘Liddy.

3 former campaign f1nance counq

| sel’ d one of the’ defen

c;?nts
to regeive $250,0007for a B egal
1nte11r I

‘ ence-gathermg

bugging operation and. said
investigators had found no ev1-E
dence against any ‘higher
ups”aat either the Whlte House
or the campaign com ittee. ©
ommlttee critics of the in-
tggatron have con‘bended

_if the bugggxg «
1y probed, & Aar wider

I this' week by attorneys for

1| cans involved in civil suits
. |arising from ‘the Watergate
1bugging. ;

© They were issued for Kath- :

[ editor, and Post reporters Carl
‘Bernstein and Bob Woodward.|:

In addition, subpoenas were|:!
isstied  for four reporters ofj:

2 March 1973

Fost Will Oppose

Bugging bubpoeaa

twetedltor of The > Was sh
Post, _said *yesterday t
newspaper will ‘" oppose ‘s
poenag’ of ‘the Committee: for
the Re-election of -the “Presi-|
dent .for- testlmony and notes

"/ on coverage of the inquity into |V
llthe bugging of Democratic

National Committee head-

quarters. Lo .
..#The . -Post con51ders that
these subpoenas blatantly dfs-
regard the First Amel;xdment
nghts of freedom ‘of the, press,
and the public’s right “to
know 2 Bradlee said in.a state-
ment Gkl Y

Subpoenas “were' tained

Presrdent Nixon’s re - election
committee and: other Republi-

‘arine’ -Graham, publisher of

The Washington Post; Howard|.I:

‘Simons; The Post’s managing:

the Washingf6#:Evening Star-|

-mvestlgatlon was needed to

ge and espionage. ;
Gray testified thatt*Donald-
H, 'Segretti, a California law-
yer. sa1d to have been the Nix-
ion campalgn s leading sabotage
.agent was not interviewed by,
BI shortly before the Re- k
can National Conggntlon{/

Lta

m«x ugust, as was later sug-
gest d by his friend, Lawrence

ng. z
Only two 1nterv1ews took
place, Gray said, b6th in June
and both: limited to whether
Segrettl was involved ‘in the
Watergate bugging. an :

Sens.- Edward M. Ken—
nedy: (D-Mass.) - and J ohn

orte Tunney - (D-Calif.) told! ,;,Grav

they 'were ‘not- satisfied with
-into Law-
s statement that EBI re-
ports. had been compnomlsed.
sidential aides in dis-
cussions with Segrettr who

‘atergate grand jury here
unney -said. he would ask
committee . to summon
ean, the: ‘White House cotin-|
to whom Gray ent 'the
and harles’
Colson, another top gz‘emden—
tial aide. & ,
Chairman aﬁes @ Fast-
land D Mlss) told reporters
e would oppose such a move:
idded the prediction that
of Gray’s. confirma-
ere “100 per cent be-
we’ve got all the votes.”.

o York*«Times{- ;i

{ A.mend; jent..; ngﬁts

. PFischer in filing “a’ motion to

T1me magazine.

“The New York Times said in ‘:_
ian article in Thursdays edi-|;
tions that it will take  “all|

legal steps” to quash the sub-|
poena ssued to réporter John|
publisher|

CrewdSon." Tu’nes
Arthur: Ochs ‘Sulzbergersaid

in a statement that the sub-|’
poena ‘“violates the basic First":

Tunes, 1ts reporters and: the
publie,”

In! another istatement®y
terday, Newbold" Noyes, edltor
of ‘the. Washington Evening
Star-News, said, “Our report-

ers will appear in response tol

the subpoenas. However, they

will not violate -the pubhcs

constltutlonal guarantee. of a

free press by: revealmg any |

privileged information.”
Star-News reporters ' Jere-
miah .O’Leary, .James. - Polk,
Patrick Collins_ and Joseoh
‘Volz were subpoenaed.

A spokesrﬁan for’ Tlmé Inc,|:
said yesterday that" the com-|

pany will back reporter Dean

‘quash the subpoena” in. ‘U.S.
District Court here. . The
spokesman termed the sub-
poena “an invasion of Mr.
Fischer’s Trights

- Benjamin C. BraHIee execu: |

a2

under, thel

First Amendment to the Con-
st1tut10n e ) .

News, a repofter for The New|:.
d a reporter for



