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‘A New Twist in
‘Watergate Case

Washington

Information ob-
tained from national
security wiretaps was reg-
ularly routed to Water-
gate bugging conspirators
E. Howard Hunt Jr. and
-G. Gordon Liddy while
they worked in the White
House, according to in-
formed sources.

’Ii’ha sources said that the
two men received the infor-
mation for several months
in? 1671 and 1972, at a time
when . domestic radical
groups could legally be wire-
tapped. '

Officials of President Nix-
on’s re-election committee
testified at the Watergate
rial last month tpat they
later paid Liddy about
$235,000 to investigate some
of the same radical groups.

: SECRECY

National security wire-
taps, generally placed by
the FBI, are among the
most closely held and sensi-
tive data collected by the
U.§. intelligence communi-

There are two types of na-
Honal security wiretaps that
Hunt and -Liddy could have
had access to those
against suspected “foreign”

subversives aund  those |

knowledge, Hunt and Liddy
were ‘“not cleared to ses” ei-
ther type of national securi-
ty wiretap and that, if they
did, it could be a security vi-
olation.

According to the sources,
the highly classified reports
were routed to Hunt and
Liddy through David Yoeung,

-a staff member of the Na-

against suspected ‘“‘domes- |

tic)” subversives.

The national security “do- |

mestic’ taps have been one

»f %¥he most controversial un- |

lettakings of the Nixon ad-
ministration’s Justice .De-
sartment. On June 19, 1972,
m a major rebuff, the qsu-
preme Court unanimously
rejected the administra-
ton’s contention that the ex-
peutive brahen could wire-
tap ‘“‘domestic’ subversives
without approval of a court.
. CLEARANCE

A Justice Deparment

ipokesman said that, to his :

tional Security Councail and
an assistant to the Presi-
dent’s foreign affaris advis-
er, HenryA. Kissinger.

At thet ime, young was su-
pervising a White House
groupc alled the “‘plumbers”
that was investigating leaks
to the newsm edia. Hunt and
Liddy whow erem embers of
the “plumbers,”’ shared an
office with Young. Federal
sources have said that
Young was not involved in

-any of the questionable or il-

legal activities of either
Hunt or Liddy. Young could
not be reached for comment.
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