_nun éno_n. u:m “I'was rou:._w that we’
" would get answers to all of them. I
aQ: t kniow if y .,aa,onknorxzmwvoll
one_or_two.”

On Tuesday the trial ended with :ﬁ
‘expected conviction of the last two of.

s

T the seven defendants. But.there. was
- mounting criticism in-the- Oonm:xu 0
" the Government's handling of the case.

.,m°=n8_. Sam J. Ervin -Jr., a North
—_Carolina-Demo ﬁwﬁﬁ%&.ﬁ& =to-be-:

nmn 2. full-scale_investigation ifito the —
Bm#n_.|o2m:=n the possibility that _

—he might find “answers where Judge -

Sirica had suffered disappoinfment.
Henry .E. Petersen, the Assistant At-

T t6riey General i charge of the Crm=

|..J:m_|93m_q=|d;alvo§¢=«la~tl :

~

Justice, had said in September that’
———Government's-investigation -had vm«a -
"TthéT"Hiost exhausting and far-reach-

S
ing” he could remember in 25 years.,~—
_____"In no_instance_has_there been -any
limitation of any kind by anyone on
the conduct of the investigation,” Mr.
Petersen had declared. “As the trial
goes forward, the thoroughness of the
grand jury 5<mmsmmcos will become
mvuwnmzn 2
. 'By-December and- .«m::uq the-Gov=—"
aBB.::.u signals made the limited
~gcope—of—the-forthcoming-trial-more—
apparent. The prosecutors talked at
pretrial conferences of common bur-
glary, of “another street crime.” The
indictments  were  drawn  quite
" narrowly. e s
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B

Umted States Attorney, asserted in hls

a1y v Spe

Govemment Mr lebert's assertmn

*ﬁnal-urgmnerrt-to*thnm'y*on-Monday——that*the-defendantrwcm-“off on—an—

On Tuesday, afteg dehberatlng lesr
—tham 90 minutes;the jury found George ——
_~~Gordon _Liddy and James.Walter.Mc--
Ccrd Jr, offlcnals of Presxdent leon s
~—-charged on a1l counts:
them, like the case agamst flve other

" “men who had pleaded “guilty earlier, .

— convinced the- jurors - that-they had .

done exactly what the Government had
—-charged:--The _testimony -had- been: de-

tailed and extensive.

But the political realities, the nagging

.

__ questions about the extent_and the_

purpose of the conspiracy, were ig-
- nored. It was awkward at times, espe-
__cially with the intensely curiousjudge
setting up a-dignified clamor-at regu-
lar intervals.
There was motive. thle the Gov-
ernment did not need to establish one
in order to convict the defendants,

—-Judge-Sirica-had said repeatedly that™—Mr:.=Sloan- dunng the trial, announced*““——'

the jury—and by implication the pub-
lic—would want to know why the de-
fendants had carried out wiretapping

——and-espionage—activities—at-the-Demo=——"
cratic headquarters in the Watergate
building, and against Democratic Pres-
idential candidates.

But Earl J. Silbert, the principal

A&&e; was also money. J'udgo Smca

__for_the testlmony that Liddy had been

that the defendants were “off on an
enterprise of their own.” At no point

_ statement. of motive..

reserved his most incredulous remarks

—paid-$199;000 in-cash by -the -Commit-—
c Re-Electxon of the President
emed

- Stuart-Magruder,. former- Deputy Di- . .
rector of the Nixon campaign, said

~~$250,000 had been budgeted for a po-
litical intelligence operation. Mr. Liddy
—had-been-in-charge,-and ‘some of-the -
Watergate burglars had been .caught
with his~money—in—their-possession._
“Mr. Magruder said he had no idea
~ Liddy was bugging the Democrats.

" Hugh W. Sloan Jr., the former treas-
urer of the Nr{on fund-raising unit
who had paid the $199,000, testified
‘that he had no idea what the defend-
ant had done with any of the funds.

Judge Sirica, who had questioned
Friday that he had "‘‘great _doubts”
about whether the witness had “told
us the-entire truth” ‘and noted that
Tieither—the—Government—nor—the—de
fense had asked “any questions.”
There was also the question of
“higher-ups” who might have been
involved in illicit espionage. For the

enterprise of their own"” was about as.
far as it went.. Mr. Magruder was the
_highest ranking official to testify.
Judge Sirica said after the trial that =
regardless of Mr. Sloan’s testimony he
was not satisfied that “somebody else

~doesn’t-know-what-the-$199,000 - Mr.~~

Liddy got [from Mr, Sloan] was to be__
used for.” He also said he wanted the

; £ m Wi Prosecutlon to “put under oath in the
ledy had Hane il the mo%f%ﬁmoomwevq -I?eﬂ’?m

‘he did not identify.
Everybody knows there's ’ gomg ‘to
~ be "a Congressional -investigation in~
this case,” the Judge said Friday. He
referred -to_the "inquiry scheduled by _
Senator Ervin. Hearings are not ex-
pected--for—at-least_six..weeks, and

o

‘perhaps not for-at least six months.

How much more conclusive evidence
on espionage in the 1972 campaign
might be developed by Senator Ervin
cannot be foretold."Judge Sirica, “still
not satisfied .that all of the pertinent
facts . . . have been produced before
an American jury,” had this to say:

would_hope, frankly—not only as__.

Ly

a judge but as a citizen of a great
country and one of millions of Ameri-
cans-who- are looking for certain an-
swers—I would hope that the Senate _
committee is granted power . . . to
try to get to the bottom of what

happened in this case.”
—WALTER RUGABER




