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Wide Political Spying

By Barry Sussman
‘Washington Post Staff Writer
On June 17, when five
men wearing surgical gloves
‘Were arrested inside Demo-
ieratic headquarters at the
‘Watergate, it was immedi-
sately clear that a political
.mystery story was unfold-
-ing.. ’
Bugging equipment. Cam-
.eras. Walkie-talkies, taped
. «door locks, hundred-dollar
.hills in sequence. Former
CIA employees, Bay of Pigs
-yeterans. _
But there was not the
-slightest hint then that the
cincident would. ‘balloon to
-Jink two former cabinet offi-
.cers, a former assistant at-
~torney general and a host of
-present or former Nixon
aides to a campaign of polit-
ical spying and sabotage.
. . At the outset, there were
“two big questions about the
»Watergate:
% Who was behind it?
i © What were they looking
*for in Democratic National
- Committee headquarters in
~the first place?
= Early on, the Democrats,
#led by Lawrence F. O'Brien,

+'who was then their national -

“chairman, tried to link the
sdincident to the White House.
“"But- despite occasional dis-
- closures that investigators
.-were uncovering damaging
‘information about  high-
-ranking Nixon aides, the
“charges by politicians
-seemed to be just that: )olit-
“ical charges.
~ The bugging has been an
~-apparent botch, and Repub-
" “licans began saying it proba-
~bly was arranged by Demo-
~crats in a futile attempt to
~make the Nixon forces look
. bad. Weeks passed. The inci-
* dent became known as the
. Watergate Caper, a simple
. way of saying that it seemed
‘at least as funny as it did
-mysterious. .
. It stayed that way until
-Aug. 1. That day it was re-
“yealed that a $25,000 cam-
“paign contribution had gone
.through the Nixon re-elec-
tion committee into the
Jbank account of one of the
‘men arrested inside the
‘Watergate.
.. Democrats began calling
for congressional hearings;
for many the disclosure was:
.sufficient evidence to an-
swer the first question: the
‘Nixon forces, as Democrats
had charged earlier, were
-behind the bugging. ‘
7 Allegations began to fly
-about former Attorney Gen-
eral John N. Mitchell and
others close to the Presi-
«dent. The hbugging was
‘talled a caper less and less.
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Charges Involve

GOP Figures

« Then, Oct. 1u, came an-
pther dramatic develop-
lment: federal investigators,
it was learned, had reason

to believe that the Water-

‘gate incident was only .one
part of a campaign of politi-
cdl-spying and sabotage un-

-dertaken by high Nixon

aides against Democrat pres-

idential candidates for more
than a year.

 One alleged paid saboteur,
Donald H. Segretti, was

hamed. He was linked to E.

Howard -Hunt Jr., a former

White House aide who was

indicted in the alleged bug-

«ging, and more seriously, to

the President’s appoint-

ments secretary, Dwight L.

Chapin,

«The men, so linked, and the
allegations involving each of
them, as compiled by Washing-
ton Post Staff Writers Ste-
phen Green and Jon Katz:

- JOHN N. MITCHELL—
One of President Nixon’s
most trusted advisers. On
arch 1, Mitchell resigned
ds Attorney General to be-
come Nixon campaign man-
ager. He left that post July
1, citing an ultimatum from
his wife that he leave poli-
tics and his own desire to
spend more time: with his
family.” . .
. According to sources close

to the Watergate investiga-
tion, Mitchell personally
controlled a $350,000-
$700,000 Nixon campaign
fund that was used, in part,
- to gather information about
Democrats and finance sabo-
tage activities. His control
over the fund allegedly
began in the spring of 1971,
nearly a year before he re-
signed from Justice to head
the Nixon campaign. Mitch-
ell has denied this,

) Mitchell has-also denied
-his resignation - was ‘con-
n_ected with the Wategate in-
~cident or the -resulting in-
vestigations, and a Justice
Department. spoksemen has
_sa.id there is no law prohibit-
ing politicial activities by an
attorney general,

MAURICE H, STANS—.
Former secretary of Com-
merce ‘and now finance
chairman of the Nixon re-
election eampaign and the
President’s chief  fund
raiser. The secret cash fund
for “sensitive” political pur-
boses was kept in a safe in
Stans’ office.

Stans has said, and
sources confirm, that he had
no prior knowledge of the
Watergate bugging. But the
same sources say he was au-
thorized to make payments
from hé secret fund. In Au-
gust, the General Account-
ing Office said $89,000 in
campaign contributions de-
posited in the bank account
of a Watergate suspect, Ber-
nard L. Barker, had been
funneled through a Mexico
City lawyer from four anon-
ymous Texas contriutors to
the re-election committee,
The money was part of an
estimated $750,000 collected
by GOP fund raisers from
Southwestern Democrats,



Federal investigators say
they were told these funds
were raised during March by
Stans, and others in Texas
and the Southwest, and that
“Stan’s knew of the arrange-
ment to send the money
through Mexico as a means
of assuring the amonymity
of the donors. Stans -had
urged Democrats to contri-
bute to the GOP campaign
before April 7, after which
donors’ names had to be
listed publicly under federal
aw. :

DWIGHT ‘L. CHAPIN—
President Nixon's appoint-
ments secretary, He -has
been linked to the activities
of Donald Segretti, who fed.
eral investigators have said
Wwas one af more than 50 un-
dercover agents engaged in
attempts to disrupt and
damage the campaigns of
Democratic candidates,

A California attorney,
Lawrence Young, has
quoted Segretti as saying

" Chapin and E. Howard Hunt
Jr. were his Washington con-
tacts. -Chapin and another
White House aide hired Se-
gretti, according to Time
magazine. Chapin acknowl-
edged knowing Segretti
“since college days” at the
University of Southern Cali~
fornia. He described allega-
tions that he was Segretti’s
contact . as “hearsay” and
“fundamentally inaccurate.”

According to Young, Se-
gretti told him he was con-
cerned about protecting
Chapin’s name and would
refer to him as “our friend”
oras“D.C.” . . . e

GORDON STRACHAN-—
A White House staff assist-
ant, According to Time mag-
azine, he helped hire Se-
grettl. He attended the Uni-
versity of Southern Califor-
nia with Segretti and
Chapin.

EKEN W. CLAWSON—
Deputy director of White
House communications.
Washington = Post  staff
writer Marilyn Berger re-
ported that Clawson .told .
her he fabricated a letter to
the editor of the Manchester

(N.H) Union Leader con-
tending that Sen. Edmund
S. Muskie condoned a slur
on Americans of French-Ca-

nadian descent in which
they were called “canucks.”

Muskie considers the let-
" ter one of a number of acts
designed to sabotage his
presidential campaign. The
publication of the letter was
one of the factors that led to
Muskie’s politically damag-
ing “crying” speech outside
the newspaper’s - offices.
Clawson, a. former Post re-
_porter, has denied he told
Miss Berger he was respon-
sibleé for the letter.

WILLIAM E. TIMMONS
—Assistant to the President
for congressional relations
and White Houge liaison
with the re-election commit-
tee for matters relative to
the GOP convention, Tim-
mons received memos of
wiretapped conversations of
Democratic Party officials,
according to Baldwin, the

-ex-FBI agent employed by
the re-election committee,

Timmons hasg declined to
discuss whether he received
any memos of wiretapped
conversations since The
‘Post first asked him about
the matter more than a
month ago. A White House
spokesman said Timmons
denies that he ever received
any such memeos as asserted
by Baldwin, who is expected
to be a key government wit-
ness in the Watergate bug-
ging trial. -

ROBERT C. MARDIAN—
Former assistant attorney
general in charge of the Jus-
tice Department’s Internal
Security Division. Mardian
is now political coordinator
for the Nixon re-election
campaign, Following the Wa- |
tergate breakin, he and
Frederick LaRue reportedly
directed a massive “house.- !
cleaning” in which financial
and other records were . de-

.stroyed and Nixon staff

members were told to “close
ranks” in preparing a public
response to the incident,

According to The New
York Times, Mardian sent
G. Gordon Liddy and E.
Howard Hunt Jr. (both in-
dicted in the Watergate bug-
ging) to the Justice Depart-
ment to obtain confidential
information to be used by
the Nixon. re-election com-
mittee, and obtained infor-
mation from departmental |
files himself, while working
at campaign' headquarters.

Mardian has said his role
in the re-election committee
was political, and that he
was primarily involved with
working in “difficult pri-
mary states.”

JEB STUART ' MAGRU.
DER—Deputy director of
the Committee for the Re-e-
lection of the President and
a former White House aide.
According to sources, he
was one of five men who
had access to the secret
fund and withdrew about
$25,000 from it. Magruder
has denied this,

Until April 1, when he
was succeeded by Mitchell,
Magruder was acting man-
ager of Nixon’s re-election
campaign. Previously, he
was a deputy to White
House Communications
Director Herbert G. Klein.

There is no indication that
the money allegedly with-
drawn by Magruder was
used directly to finance the
Watergate bugging. Magru-
der told The Washington .
Post that he received only
his salary and expense
funds. He acknowledged .
that government investiga.
tors had been told he re-
ceived °$50,000 from the
fund, but said the investiga-
tors had agreed that was in- |
correct.

FREDERICK LA RUE—A
former White House counsel

-to the President, now spe-




cial assistant to the director
of the Nixon campaign, He
was a close associate of
John Mitchell, Along with
Mardian, he was directed by
Mitchell, sources say, to pre-
bare a response to the Wat-
ergate bugging.

The response reportedly
included the destruction of
financial records dealing
with the intelligence-gather-
ing operation, and memog
describing the wiretapped
telephone conversations of
Democratic officials at the
Watergate, -

Baldwin, who has admit-
ted his participation in the
bugging operation, said his
hiring by the Nixon commit-
tee’s security staff was per-
sonally approved by La Rue.
Baldwin has also said that
La Rue supplied him with a
gun and told him not to
Worry about not having a Ii-
cense.

HERBERT L. PORTER—
Scheduling director of the

Committee for the Re-Elee-

tion of the President, and 3
former staff assistant to
President Nixon, He report-
edly withdrew more than
$50,000 from the secret fund
that the Nixon committee
maintained to finance the
spying and sabotage against
the Democrats. There is no
indication the money with.
drawn by Porter was used to
finance the Watergate bug-
ging, He has not-been avail-
able for comment,

ROBERT . ODLE—A for.
mer White House press aide,
now personnel director of
the re-election campaign. He

reportedly participated in
the destructicn of Nixon

.’committee’ records following

the Watergate arrests. He
was the liaison between the
FBI and the re-election com-
mittee during the Watergate
investigation and reportedly
handled the agents’ requests
to see records.

According to Baldwin,
Odle was one of the persons
to whom wiretapped conver-
sations of the Democrats
were sent. Odle’s name has

-also figured in other aspects

of the Watergate investiga-
tion, QOdle, according to the
Nixon re-election committee,
is the man who hired Me-
Cord as security coordina-
tor, although other persons
participated in the decision,
aceording to sources close to
the Watergate investigation,
Odle reportedly partici-
bated in the destruction of
Nixon committee records in
the days following the ar.
rest of five men inside the
Democrats’ Watergate head-
quarters on June 17, The re-
election committee has de-
nied that Odle received any
wiretapped conversations.

J. GLENN SEDAM JR.—

General council of the
President’s re-election comn-
mittee. According to Bald-
win, the ex-FBI agent who
says he transcribed the wire-
tapped conversations of Dem-
ocratic officials in the Water-
gate, memos summarizing
some of the conversations
were sent to Sedam, among
others,

Until March 27, Sedam
shared an office at the re-
election committee with G.
Barker, one of the other men
indicted in the case, made
at least seven long distance
calls to an unlisted number
shared by Sedan and Liddy
until Mareh 27, -

HERBERT W. KALM.
BACH— The President’s
bersonal attorney. He hap-
dled the purchase of Mr.
Nixon's San Clemente,
Calif.,, estate. Kalmbach is
singular in the list of well-
connected men linked to po-
litical spying in that he is
best known for hig personal
relationship with the Presi-
dent, not for his own politi-
cal activities, Kalmbach has
been involved in California

politics,

According to investigative
sources, he was one of five
men authorized to make
bayments from the secret in-
telligence fund. Assistant
chairman of the re-election
finance committee yntil
April 7, he reportedly au-
thorized the payment to Se-
gretti of thousands of dol-
lars from the fund.

HUGH W. SLOAN JR.—A

former White House aide

and the treasurer of the
Nixon campaign at the time
of the Watergate break-in.
According to investigators,
Sloan was the person who
disbursed the money in the
secret fund. Sloan resigned
July 14 as the 'campaign’s
treasurer “because he didn’t
like what he saw was going
on,” in the words of one
source.

The Watergate break-in
occured on June 17. He re.
signed, said a source, “pe-
cause he wanted no part in
it.” When Sloan resigned,
Stans issued a statement
saying Sloan was leaving for
“personal reasons.”

JAMES W. McCORD JR,
the security coordinator

- for the Committee for the

Re-election of the President
until his arrest June 17 in-

side the Democratic head-
quarters, McCord, a former
CIA official and FBI agent
who also served as security
chief for the Republican Na-
tional Committee, was one
of the five men wearing rub-
ber gloves arrested inside
the Watergate. He was in- -
dicted on charges of bug-
ging Democratic headquar-
ters, stealing documents
there, and surveying the
campaign headquarters of
Sen. George S. MecGovern
for what investigators say
were similar purposes.

Among the items alleg-
edly stolen from the Water-
gate by McCord were docu-
ments intended for use in
planting provocateurs inside
the  Democratic national
convention, according to in-
vestigators,

While employed by the re-
election committee, McCord
also conducted an investiga-
tion of eolumnist Jack An-
derson. Its apparent purpose
was to determine where the
columnist was obtaining
“inside information damag-
ing to the Nixon administra-
tion. MeCord is believed to
K Street building adjacent
to Muskie headquarters last
spring.

E. HOWARD HUNT JR.
—A  former White House
ommendation of Charles Col-
son, President Nixon’s spe-
cial counsel. Hunt was
among the men indicted in
the Watergate bugging and
has been linked to other
spying and sabotage against
the Democrats.

Donald, Segretti, report-
edly one of a number of
men recruited by re-elec-
tion committee officials to
organize spying and sabo-

N

tage operations against the
Democrats, has been qt}oted
as saying Hunt asked him to
organize “an attack” on the
Doral Beach Hotel, the GOP
headquarters during the Re-
publican national conven-
tion—in the name of sup-
porters of the ‘Democratlc
presidential nominee.
According to ex-FBI agent
Baldwin, Hunt was inside
the Watergate - during the
bugging incident, but left
shortly before |the others
were arrested. A former
CIA agent, Hunt reportedly
gave Segretti spying and
sabotage assi-gnmepts. In
fact, Segretti was first un-
covered by. investigators on
" the basis of records of long-
distance telephone calls
from Hunt while Hunt was
still serving in the White
House, according to law en-
forcement sources.

G. GORDON LIDDY—A
White House presidential as-
sistant who left the job to
hold the high ranking posi-
tions of ‘general counsel,
then finance counsel of the
re-election committee, Liddy
was another of those in- .
dicted in the Watergate bug-
ging, '

At the White House,
Liddy served on a’ special
team assigned to investigate
damaging leaks to the news
media, according to investi-
gators. Liddy was the last
berson at the re-election com-
mittee known to have han-
dled- $114,000 in checks that
were deposited in the bank
account of one Watergate
defendant, Bernard L. Bar-

ker. Liddy withdrew well in

excess of $50,000 in cash
from the secret - fund,

-sourges said.



