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‘Black Box’
In Phone at

Watergate

SFChronicle
Washington

In a new development
in the Watergate bugging
case, the FBI was sum-
moned yesterday to
Democratic national com-
mittee headquarters at
the Watergate after tele-
phone company employees
discovered a foreign de-
vice inside the telephone
of a party official.

The device, described as a
“small black box” by Demo-
cratic  communications
director Blair Clark, was
found inside the telephone of
the same party official—
Spencer Oliver—whose
phone was reportedly tapped
before five men were arrest-
ed in the Watergate on June
17.

Democratie Party officials
said they could not deter-
mine if the device discov-
ered yesterday represented
a new bugging device in-
stalled since the June 17 ar-
rests, or whether it was re-
lated to the previous eaves-
dropping attempt.

The “‘black box was de-
scribed as resembling a *‘lis-
tening device”—the term
used for electronic equip-
ment that picks up conver-
sation in a room and trans-
mits it elsewhere — not a
wiretap. hTe latter is used
for the direct interception of
telephone conversations.
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