New Orleans States-Item

Fund Violations Cited
GAO Accuses GOP

WASHINGTON (AP) — The General
‘ Accountnw Office (GAO) tadvay referred
Yo the Justice Department “apparent
and possible viclations” of the Federal
Election Campaign Act by the Finance
Committee to Re-elect the President:
The GAO report said the committee
financing Fresident Nixon’s re-election
effort made the:following “‘apparent vi-
olations” of the 1971 act requiring de-
tailed reporting of campaign contribu-
tions:

—The committee’s failure to keep a .

detailed and exact account of a $25,000
contribution made to the Republicans

through Kernneth H. Dahlberg, chair- -
man of the Minnesota Finance Com-

mittee to Re-elect the President, on

April 9. It also said the committee’s

failure to disclose details of the $25,000

contribution in its June 10, 1972 report

also was. “an apparent v1olat\0n” of

+the act.

——The commlttees ‘failure to keep a

oo

~“dcta11ed an»d éxact HC\.Ouﬂt” of the
‘amount’ expended from. tie proceeds of -

the $25,080--check and four Mexican i
bank chﬁek" totaling $89,000, and the.,

fauure of the committee to disclose

details of the expenditures in the June
10 report.

~—The commlttees failure” to heep
and maintain ‘“adequate books - and
records on & current basis with 1espe0t
to the$25;000' check and its proceeds,
the proceeds.of the four checks total-
ing! $89,000; ‘and’ the balance of the
$350,000”. that constifuted a bankidé-
. posit made on May 25, 1972, to' the
credit of the Media Committee, to Re-
elect the President, an affiliated com-
mittee. i :
The $25,000 check and the four
chzcks from -the "Mexican bank have
_been linked to the June 17 break-in and |
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alleged attempted buggmg of the Dem-
ocratic National Committee.

In addition the report by GAO Direc-
tor Phillip S. Hughes and approved by
Robert F. Keller, acting comptroller
general, cited “the following possible
violations” of the act and referred the
matter to the attorney general “fou~ fur-
ther investigation:”

“=The commn:tee s failure to keep a
“detailed 'and: exact account of the
$350,000 currency fund: and the contri-

butions tha, rnay have been received -

therem 011 or after April 7, 1972 » The
report also said that the failure to dis-
ciose these contributions in the June 10

report also “possibly constituted viola-
tion.” Under the federal election cam- -

paign act the campaign reporting pro-
cedures went into effect April 7.

—The committee’s lack of accounting
control over the funds, which the GAO

- said “indicates the p0551b1hty that ex-

‘penditures may have been made for or
oh behalf of the committee without the
authorization of its chairman or treas-
urer or their -designated agents” in vi-
olation of the act.

It also said: “The possibility exists
that every, person who.received. contri-

biitions™ for the committee may -not
“have ‘rendered a detailed account . -

.thereof to the treasurer and that com-
mittee. funds may have been comingled
with personal funds of the officers,
members or associates of the commit-
tee” in violation of the act.

Earlier Maurice H. Stans said his

meeting 'a few days ago in Miami -

Beacli, with GAO auditors was “proper
and necessary” to gssist, them in fin-
ishing their probe into Republican
campaign fund handling.
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