Leading U.S. Military Planners

William Childs Westmoreland

U.S. military commander, Vietnam,
1964-68; since then, Ammy Chief of
Staff. Born Spartanburg County, S. C.,
March 26, 1914 . . . studied at The Cita-
del, South Carolina military college.,.
graduated from U.S. Military Academy,
1936 . . . Harvard University Advanced
Management Program, 1954 ., . . first
combat experience leading artillery bat-
talion, Casablanca landing, 1942 . ., saw
action in Tunisia and Sicily . . . landed
on Utah Beach, Normandy, D-Day, with
Ninth Infantry Division . . . commander,
Sixth Infantry Regiment, Germany, 1945
. . . chief of staff, 82d Airborne Division,
1947-50 . . . instructor, Command and
General Staff College and Army War
College, 1950-52 . . . commanded 187th
Airborne combat team, South Korea . . .
1956, promoted to major general, young-
est in the Army . . . commander, 101st
Airborne Division, 1958-60 . . . superin-
tendent, U.S. Military Academy, 1960-63
. . . once said: “Command is getting
people to go the way you want them to
go—enthusiastically”. . .succeeded Gen.
Paul D. Harkins as head of U.S, Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam, June 20,
1964 . . . replaced on July 2, 1968, by
Gen. Creighton W. Abrams Jr. ... con-
sidered a consistent optimist about
progress in Vietnam . . . occasionally
rumored under consideration as politi-
cal candidate . , ., a former Eagle Scout,
enthusiastic about Boy Scouts, a mem-
ber-at-large of group’s national council
. . . decorations include Distinguished
Service Medal, Bronze Star, Thailand’s
Most Exalted Order of the White Ele-
phant, Vietnam’s Chuong My medal...
starts day at Pentagon at 8 A.M. pre-
cisely.

Ulysses S. Grant Sharp Jr.

Commander in chief, Pacific forces
1964-68; since 1968, business consult-
ant. Born Fort Benton, Mont., April 2,
1906 . . . graduated from United States
Naval Academy, 1927 . . . destroyer
commander, Casablanca landings and
Pacific, World War II . . . fleet planning
officer for Inchon invasion, Korean war
. . . promoted to admiral, 1963 . . . suc-
ceeded Adm. Harry D. Felt as command-
er in chief, all U.S. forces, Pacific, 1964
. » . urged U.S. to “increase our pres-
sures” on North Vietnam, 1967 . . . said
bombing limitation “would just prolong
the war,” 1968 . . . retired July, 1968
. « . succeeded by Adm. John S. McCain

...awarded two Silver Stars, two
Bronze Stars among others . ., a Rota-
rian, eager golfer . .. lives in San Diego.

Earle Gilmore Wheeler
Chairman of Joint Chicfs of Staff,

1964-70; since 1970, retired to his West

Virginia farm. Born Jan. 13, 1908, Wash-
ington . . . graduated U.S. Military Acad-
emy, 1932 . . . joined National Guard at

_new division in U.S. . .. director, joint

staff, 1960-62 . . . assigned to brief John
Kennedy weekly on military candidate
during 1960 Presidential campaign . . .
Protégé of Maxwell D. Taylor, whom he
succeeded as Chairman of J.C.S., 1964
...sole service chief to support Mc-
Namara endorsement of test-ban treaty,
1963 . . . on Vietnam war, once told
interviewer “If we just keep up the
pressure those little guys will crack”
. . . held top post longer than anyone
else, under two Presidents, three De-
fense Secretaries . . . retired with dis-
ability because of heart ailment . . . now
living on 180-acre farm, Martinsburg,
W. Va. .



