Capters and

Evern- before ‘the American decisions
on the troop build-up were announced
formally on Dec. 14 with a pubt_ic ex-
change “of lettérs between Presidents
Kennedy and Diem, the first two Ameri-
can helicopter companies had arrived—
400 _men with 33 H-21C helicdpters. On
_Feb. 5 the press reported that the first _
“helicopter had been shot down by -the
enemy. v

Despite the Administration’s efforts to

draw a careful bureaucratic distinction
between suppért _froops (“Cate%%atﬁzl )

= : {"Category B”)this!

‘wag hard to inaintain in the field. The

_study records without commént #hat by

mid-February President Kennedy was
asked at.a news conference-if t_hgﬁ?&i,:_

~inigtration was befng “Jess:ihan candid”
mbo% American inyolvement in Vietnam. i,
‘He acknowledged that Anferican troops
were “firing back” to protect themselves
Py, " -
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. Inreply, the President said:We. are

~&empRNE-—10—help: ietl;amj»?naintain;

- We; cannigt, desis letnam:*- Months
_Jater, he admitted {5 incraased casuglties
along with the ‘build-up he ordered.

- ACCOrding 10, Pentagon “Yecordsh
nearly .'10 times:as many Americans
~were=killed jor_weinded- in-adtion-in

2 as in 19

;000—men -by the.end of
ntagon statistics show that
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| Perdod ,
o A}th(}u'gh e Péntagon study debcribes .
‘the’ Keénnedy years as a period of new .
~commytments, “jt-:does “not indicate

——Dby-puttin; ric o
‘tion to fly tactical air missions and
ground advisers t-take part in combat
operatigns with' Sfuth Vietnamese units

. 3 the
"~ Ameérican involvement m Vietnam.

Documents accompanying thé Penta-
gon study amply recount the rapid

3 you-.going to do
can: .ﬁaldigrs:'-getﬁng:,

‘whether-in this case.President Kenniedy -
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e’ tempo of the Am,e,ﬂcén build-up—rapid_

-by the standards by the previous seven
- -Years. Al military briefing paper for the-
-Prégident on' Jan. 9, 1962;¢ited in the

. Pentagonaccount, reported:

9The number of Amerloar( setvicemen
in Vietnam jumped from 948-at the end
of November to 2,846 by Jan, 9 and
waiild reach 5,576 by June 30.
9Two Army helicopter companies’
- | wersiflying combat support missions and N
{'an "air " cominando unjt- codehamed
Jungle Jim was “instructing the Viet-
| hamese Air Force in-combat air support
! tactics and techniques.” = :
9United States Navy Mine Division 73;
with a tender and five minesweepers,
was sailing from Danang along the

7 "GAmerican aircraft from Thailand and
from the Seventh Fleet aircraft ‘carriers
off Vietnam were flying surveillance and
reconnaissance missions ‘over Vietnam.
_ 9gsix C-123 spray-equipped . aircraft
“for -support of defoliant operations”

" had “received diplobmatic clearance” to

~“Under Combat Conditions’

At a news conference on March 18,
1962, Secretary McNamara acknowl-
edged under -questioning that American
“training” of the South Vietnamese “oc-
casionally takes place under combat
conditions.”. He added that “there has
beem spotadic fire aimed at-©.s, per-
_sonpel, and in a few minor instances
they -have returned the fire in self-
defense.” News reports in the spring of
1962 told of American pilots flying in
‘the front, or action, seats of “trainer”
aircraft while Vietnamese trainees rode
behind.



