‘Lodge’s Response to Rusk
,On Diem’s Closeness to Brother

Cablegram from Ambassador Lodge to Secretary Rusk, Aug. 30, 1963.

I agree that geiting the Nhus out is
the prime objective and that they are
“the greater part...”

This surely cannot be done by work-
ing through Diem. In fact Diem will op-
pose it. He wishes he had more Nhus,
not less. '

The best chance of doing it is by the
Generals tfaking over the government
lock, stock and barrel.

After this has been done, it can then
be decided whether to put Diem back in
again or go on without him. I am rather
inclined to put him back, but I would
not favor putting heavy pressure on
the Generals if they don’t want him.
My greatest single difficulty in carry-
ing out the instructions of last Sunday
is inertia. The days come and go and
nothing happens. It is, of course, nat-
ural for the Generals to want assurances
and the US Government has certainly
been' prompt in its reactions. But here
it is Friday and, while in one way
much has been done, there is not yet
enough to show for the hours which
we have all put in.

If I call on Diem to demand the re-
moval of the Nhus, he will surely not

agree. But before turning me down, he

will pretend to consider it and involve
us in prolonged delays. This will make
the Generals suspicious of us and add
to the inertia.

Such a call by me would look to the

Nhus like an ultimatum and would re-
sult in their taking steps to thwart any
operation dealing with them. -

I agree with you that if a sanction
were used, it could provoke an even
more fantastic reaction. In fact I
greatly dislike the idea of cutting off
aid in connection with the Generals’
operation and while I thank you for
giving me the authority to make an
announcement, I hope I will never have
to use it.

It s possible, as you suggested . . .
for the Generals when, as and if their
operation gets rolling to demand the re-
moval of the Nhus before bringing their
operation fo fruition. But I am afraid
they will get talked out of their opera-
tion which will then disintegrate, still
leaving the Nhus in office.

If the Generals’ operation does get
rolling, I would not want to stop it
until they were in full control. They
could then get rid of the Nhus and de-
cide whether they wanted to kkeep Diem.

It is better for them and for us for
them to throw out the Nhus than for us
to get involved in it.

I am sure that the best way to handle
this matter is by a truly VNese move-
ment even if it puts me rather in the
position of pushing a piece of spaghetti.

I am contemplating no further talks
with Diem at this time.



