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An"lnleﬂecﬂml's View

;‘Presidents as Cannibals’

By Michael Harn.s

Malcolm C. Moos, author
of . President Eisenhower’s

celebrated farewell warning

against . “the  military-
industrial complex,” offered

another striking expression

yesterday, He said three re-

cent p1e51dents had prac-

ticed “‘cannibalism” on C\on-
grgs_ss and the Constitution.

The process continued,
Moos said, until it reached
the point” where ‘‘the only
term appropriate. for the
Nixon administration was

presidential dictatorship.” -

Moos, who left govern-
ment to become president of
the University of Minnesota
and, since June, head of the
Center for the Study of Dem-
ocratic Institutions in Santa
Barbara, offered his disturh-
ing analysis at a World Af-
fairs Coutnicil luncheon at the
Mark Hopkins Hotel.  °

“The Kennedy administra-
tion set the style and estab-
lished the respectability of
the cult of power,” Moos

Moos did not attack Presi-
dent Kennedy’s motives, but
he said his actions and those
of President Johnson in con-
cealing from Congrass the
extent of American involve-
ment in Vietnam set the
stage for President Nixon.

“The Nixon administra-
tion made the first system-
atic :attempt to overcome

the handicaps and obstacles

to: efficient government cre-
ated by the separation of
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powers,” Moos argued.

“If you examine the roster
of actions by that adminis-
tration, it was an effort —
‘conscious or unconscious —
to change the presidency... a
(new) presidency in which
the President, instead of
being accountable to Con-
gress or the public, uses
both- as a shield to legitima-
tize his own decisions.”

Moos said the effort to
switch from constitutional
government to the form of
powerful “statecraft” of the
Metternich era has persisted
since Mr. Nixon's departure
from the White House.

“One of the hallmarks of
our time,” he continued, “is
the resurgence of statecraft
in a day that finds its sym-
bolic hero in a man like
Henry Kissinger who has
chosen Metternich as one of
his heroes and has an-
nounced to the world that
statecraft is his profession.””

Even with the increased
strength of the Democratic

opposition, Moos said, Con- |
gress is still unable to match.

the President as anequalin
a contest for power, }

“Congress is an abstract.
The president is one man,”
Moos said.

“Today the mass media
have given the man an op-
portunity to speak out in a
way an abstract cannot. And
so in a showdown, public
opinion most often can be

- rallied to the side of the man |
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in the White House.”

1t is possible, Moos contin- -

ued, to make significant
changes within the presiden-
¢y which can leave the of-
fice - powerful enough to
meet great responsibilities
"while restoring its tradition

_of responsiveness,

“It is'not presidential au-
thority "one desires to de-
-stroy but presidential power
one wishes to constitutiona-
lize,” Moos said. “What we
must. destroy is a capacity
in the presidency to be arbi-
trary and absolute.

“You do not have to weak-
en. the president but recon-

nect him with the rest of the
political system.” -

One way to 'do this, Moos
said, would be for President
Ford to continue his innova-
tive practice of appearing
before a congressional com-
mittee to answer questions.

He did not provide a blue-
print for the rest of the job.
But Moos said he believed it |
would be possible, after con-
suierable study and labor, to
devise “modern checks and
balances. that can revitalize
the separation of powers ... !
and return ‘statecraft’ to the
annals of historic absolut-
ism, where it belongs.” -




