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Amnesty
Measure

Washington

Former Army Secretary
Robert. F. Froehike ‘urged
Congress yesterday to legis-
late amnesty for Vietnam
war draft evaders and de-
serters.

“Not because there is a
wrong to be righted,”
Froehlke testified at a
House judiciary subcommit-
‘tee hearing on legislating
amnesty, “but because am-
nesty is the opportunity to
begin healing the hurt that
goes far beyond Vietnam it-
self.” :

Froehlke said both he and
former Secretary of Defense
Melvin R. Laird disagree
with President Nixon's stand
against amnesty but respect
it. ‘

Representative Robert F'.
Drinan (Dem-Mass.) sug-
gested that the subcommit-
tee travel to Toronto, Cana-
da, to hear from self-exiled
American draft resisters.

“I feel it more and more
intensely,” Drinan said,
“that the intended benefici-
aries are not here to testi-
fy.”

After consulting his note-
hook. Drinan said. T think
Good Friday. April 12. wonld
be a good day to be in To-
ronto.” ‘

Subcommitiee Chairman
Bob Kastenmeier {Dem-
Wis.) had no immediate re-
sponse to Drinan’s proposal.

Froehlke said earlier on
CBS’ “Morning News” that
the President’s  stand
against granting amnesty is

the reason he hag concluded -

Congress should legislate it.

“The President said long
ago ‘We need a renewal of
the spirit to meet the crisis
of the spirit in our country,”
Froehlke said.

“Is not forgiveness a vital
function of the spirit?”

. Froehlke was Mr. Nixon’s
Army “ secretary from 1971
until last spring.

He urged Congress to leg-
islate blanket amnesty for
all draft evaders, including
those who fled the country,
who agree 1o serve a period
to be specified by Congress
-in public service.

Calling deserters “a far
more complicated prob-
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lem.” he proposed creation
of a review board to consid-
er ammnesty for them on a
case-by-case Dbasis ““in a
non-vindiclive, generous
manner.”

Froehike's proposal was
opposed by national organi-
zations campaigning for
amnesty. They said it was
unwarranted punishment for
men who followed their con-
science and refused to fight.

“It’s a very cleverly per-
ceived plan to very sharply
limit the scope of the debate
about amnesty,” said Tod
Ensign, counsel for Project
Safe Return.

It excludes

the moral argument. We °

can’t understand what moti-
vated them (draft evaders)
without going into the poli-
cies of that war.”

W. Sterling Cary. presi-
dent of the National Council
of Churches of Christ, said
any requirement for public
service ‘‘is still punishment
— punishment which serves
no useful purpose.”
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Army Plea on
Calley Bail

Columbus, Ga.

* The Army has asked U.S.

District Judge J. Robert El-
liott to reverse his decision
granting bail to First Lieu-
tenant William Calley Jr..
the enly soldier convicted in
the My Lai massacre.

The suit, filed Friday. said
Calley was ‘“convicted of
one of the most serious
crimes in the annals of mili-
tary justice’ and that Elliott
did not state proper justifi-
cation for releasing Calley.
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