A¥new Role Unsure

But He Stays Lay’a"l |
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Spiro  Agnew  declared
firmly yesterday that he is
still the President’s man but
said he has often been frus-
trated by the vice presi-
dency and is uncertain of
his role in the second Nixon
Administration. s

“Quite candidly, the Presi-
dent hasn’t defined ‘my role
vet,” Agnew said. “I don’t
know exactly what T'll be
doing and its up to the
President to define it.”

In a wideranging inter-
view the Vice President also
speculated that the Water-
gate bugging case “could be
harmful” to him if he be-
comes a presidential candi-
date despite his own lack of
personal involvement. Ag-
new said, that the issue
would be a liability for Re-

Agnew said he.gid
cayse he didn’t want
pear -« togybe under

publican candidates in 1974
and 1976 if the political espi-
onage questibns are not
“quickly resolved in the
public mind”-by the present
legal proceedings. _

Agnew also reaffirmed his
belief ”ghat’ Mr. Nixon was
not personally involved in!
the Watergate case, and he
criticized the Senate Select
Committee headed by Sen.
Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-N.C.) for
preceeding with hearings
before the grand jury ‘“has
completed the indictment
process.”

Two themes dominated
the Vice President’s respon-
ses to a variety of questions
--his personal loyalty to the
President  whether he's
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iscandal, ¢ White *H
tannounced’ "that " Agnew
would :be given new duties,
lincluding viee chairmanship
‘of the Domestic Council-

But the President has
never spelled out what the
new duties will entail, and
Agnew last week passed up
an‘invitation to address the
Republican governors meet-
ing in New York.
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re. pensibility and iy hard
to-make, it really is.”

“In the first year that |
was Vice President [ would
findl myself saying, ‘woll,
new we are going to Jdo injs’
and then I would come back
and say, ‘we’re not. going to
do anything, we're going to
ask the President if it’s not
a.good idea to do this’” Ay-

‘new recalled “So the viee
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presidency has its frustra-
tions and it’s a tremendous
-adjustment for someone who
/has‘been a ingle’ execu-

“described hims HHER
eeptance spee: e
Republican cosnv oo oy,
Recently, Agncv iold tin
Harvard Republics, (igh
that he would re<ign hisg o
. fice if he found iself in
disagreement with (he Proo
~dent on a matter af ¢

science. He said vesteri.

he did not envision -.uci
. disagreement.

“I still cannot sec
actively goiay '
veslerday . - posing a nre
ury-Secre- ‘as long as \ siy i e

had fice,” Agnew said, i dor't
think that's what . i«
President is intended (o dn”

“He would not bse Vige
+ President but for ‘e solee

tion of the President and

having accepted the job on
those terms he
let his personal
propel him .. ..” SN IR
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~Goy.. Ronald Reagan
ew York Gov. Nelson
0 kefeller must be consid-
- ered."factors” in the Repub-

lican competition for Presi-
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