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Internal Security Dies Quietly at Justice

By Sanford J. Ungar

Washington Post Staff Writer

The Kennedy Administra-
tion tried it, the Johnson ad-
-ministration came close to
doing it, but it finally took
the Nixon administration to
abolish one of the most con-
troversial divisions of the
‘Justice Department.

A cause celebré at both

ends of the political spee-

trum, the Internal Security
D1V1510n went out of exist-
ence 'yesterday morning.

. There was no partying,
,protestmg or philosephizing

‘and counter-intelligence.
¢ It was not always thus,

isenhower’s Attorney
’eral Herbert Brownell
Yated
ES

'spe-.
ctally in 1854 when Pr esxﬂent

the internal sec f"
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to accompany the appar-
ently momentous occasion,
which would have sparked
both angry opposition and
delighted applause just a
few years ago.

But then there hadnt
been much time to plan a
reaction—the event was
only announced last Thurs-
day.

Death came not because
of .any act of Congress, a
cutoff of funds or a federal
court decision, but rather by
a- stroke of Attorney Gen-

across the country.

5. ‘attorneys .
other employees in |
division yesterday) and |
| ¢hing .grand. jury jinves-
i tigafions of radical activities

Nix Ad

eral Richard G. Klein-
dienst’s pen.

According to the official
Justice Department press re-
lease on the matter, the abo-
lition of Internal Security
and the transfer of its duties
to the department’s Crimi-
nal Division—where they
originally were until 1954—

was merely “in keeping with -

the administration’s pro-

gram of streamlining the
- Executive Branch.”

Justice Department
sources said that is a eu-
phemism for the fact that

‘agency.
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the administration ded
to shake loose a sub-Cabinet
slot to house ‘its ne‘ﬁ‘ overall
narcotics - enforcement

Formal establishthent of
that dgency is exp
be announced: .wi
next few wee
rector will
“assistant attorfiey g
title dropped -
morning by A. William Ol
son, the Southern Cahforma
Jawyer who had been head’ i
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