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Washington

The Justice Department
announced yesterday that
it would not press crimi-
nal charges under Federal
election laws against the
‘New York Times-for pub-
lishing a two-page adver-
tisement by a group advo-
cating the impeachment
of President Nixon.

Mark T. Sheehan, a
spokesman in the Justice
Department’s public infor-
mation office, said ‘“the
matter was referred to us
and after a review we.de-
cided that prosecution would
not be appropriate.
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Justice Department offi-
cials refused to elaborate
upon the decision. Thus the
case, which was the first one
against a newspaper to arise
under the Campaign Election
Act of 1971, will apparently
not provide a clear prece-
dent to guide publications in
handling future advertise-
ments.

The incident arouse out of

“the publication in the Times

on May 31 of an advertise-
ment entitled ‘‘A Resolution
to Impeach Richard Nixon
as President of the United
States.”

Times Ad Case

" The General Accounting
Office, an investigative arm
of Congress, asserted that
the Times had failed to ob-
tain and publish a statement
from the sponsor, the Nation-
al Committee for Impeach-
ment, saying that no candi-
date for Federal office had
authorized an expenditure
Jor the publication.

This was sald to be re-
quired on the ground that
the advertisement was one
“opposing or urging the de-
feat of a Federal candidate
or derogating his stand on
campaign issues,” which are
covered by the law.

Administrative regulations |
issued under the law require
that such advertisements in-
clude the disclaimer that no
candidate contributed to it,
or list the names of any can-
didates who did, so that the
costs of the advertisements
can be counted against that
candidate’s spending limita-
tion.

The Times said that the
employee in charge of com-
pliance did not think the ad- |
vertisement involved the
President’s candidacy or the
campaign.
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