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Rogers Is

Optimistic on
End of War
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Sec1etary of State
Wﬂham P. Rogers said
in an interview published
yesterday that he is con-
vinced a negotiated set-
" tlement of the Viétnam
war will be achieved
either before the Novem-
ber elections or shortly
thereafter. '

But the Nixon adminis-

tration later cautioned
newsmen against drawing

too much encouragement
optimistic

from Rogers’
predlctlon

Herbert G. Klein, the ad-
ministration’s Chief of Com-
munications, said in a tele-
vised interview that he views
Rogers’ statement ‘as more
a hope' thaan any pinned-
down date.”

KISSINGER »
Other officials also sup-

ported Klein’s comments.

and added that Rogers,
when he gave the interview
last Wednesday, ; was not
basing his remarks on any
breakthrough oy the _diplo-
matic front by Henty A.
Kissinger. 6 Aess . .

Kissinger, the President’s
top aide on natlonal security,
who returned to Washmgton

. last night after meeting in
Paris with North Vietnam-
ese negotiators Iast Monday
and in Saigon on Thursday
and Frldav with President

.. Nguyen Van Thieu of South

" Vietnam.

~

Kissinger met with Presi-

. dent Nixon and Rogers Sat-
urday night at Camp David,

the President’s Maryland re-
treat, but the White House
has released no details of
what Kissinger reported

“ about his mission — which

concluded with talks"in Ja-
pan with top Japanese lead-
ers.

There had been some
speculation that Mr. Nixon
would- use the occasion of
this, week’s Republican. con-
vention to announce a dra-
matic breakthrough on the
Vietnam front. But Klein, on
the National Broadeasting
Co.’s “Meet the Press,” said
“I expect no major develop-
ments this week” on Viet-
nam.

This was confirmed by
other administration sources
who said that the situation
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— 1as far asthey knew — re-
mained stalemated as it did
before Kissinger’s travels.

North  Vietnam -also
seemed interested in scotch-
ing rumors about a break-
through. Radio Hanoi said
yesterday that such reports
are part of a ‘“‘smokescreen
spread .by Nixon at this mo-
ment aimed at the presiden-
tial race.”

Rogers’ interview with the
Knight newspaper chain was
given - with the understand-
ing that it would be pub-
lished at the start of the Re-
publican convention week.

At the beginning of the in-

_terview, Rogers said that

North Vietnam was intracta-~
ble at the negotiating table.

‘TAKEQVER’

“If you analyze the posi-
tion of the other side, it is
simply this—a military take-
over of South Vetnam. They
want us to leave and stop

- giving any economic or mili-

tary-assistance to the South
Vietnamese, and impose a
government of their choos-
ing on the people of South

Vietnam,” he said.

“Now, that is unaccepta-
ble,” Rogers said.

He said if the United

States did that, “we would be

" that Hanoi’s
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reneging on everything we
have represented and every-
thing we have stood for.”

When the interviewer in-
terpreted Rogers’ remarks
as indicating that the pros-
pects for peace were slim,
Rogers adopted a more opti-
mistic tone.

SETTLEMENT

“I think that either we will
have a negotiated settlement
before the elections, which I
think is a possibility, or we -
will have one very soon af-
ter President Nixon’s re-
election, because I-think
that the North Vietnamese
dre having serious military,
economic and psychological
difficulties,” he said.

“The role of several of
their allies indicated that in
the international field most
nations feel that the war
should be ended by negotia-
tion. And so Ithinkthat will
be the inevitable result of
these pressures,” R@gers
continued. "

In answer to another ques-'
tion, Rogers gave iour rea-
sons why he thought ‘the
North Vietnamese will
“want to work out a settle-
melllt”: _

The first was "his belief
invasion of
South Vietnam “has not
been successful.” ’
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