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Jack Anderson

et the secret Wiile House papers

shov that the President was fully aware
of South Vietnam’s inability te stand alone
when he began withdrawing T.5. forces
Shortly axter he ook over as Command-
er-in-Chie!, his military advisers joined in
a unanimous warning that the South Viet-
namese would he 1mable o handie the
Communist *nedt alone “in -the foresee-

able future.”

They agreed: “'Today’s Republic of
Vietnaiy Armed Forces (RVNAF), with-

out full support of U.S. combat forces.
could not cope with a sizeable level of
North Vietnamese army forces, . .

At best, the military advisers hoped
that by J97‘7” the South Vietnamese
would be. able “to haudle the Viet Cong
msurgency 1,1“, me Viet Cong are nof rein-
forced and supported by the North Viei-
namese Army.”

* * *
HE DEFENSE Secretariat m ade this
lunt additional assessment: WH fi-
out major reforms with the RVNAF
mand and selection sysfom n 18 ni

ihat the RVNATF ag prese

and led will ever constitufe an ef
political or military counter fo the Viel
Cong.’

Although President Nivon did his best
o strengthen the South Viethamese. he
hoped to posipone the inevitable test untii
the United States had cleared gut of Viet-
nam. Unhappily, the showdown has come
while he sfili has one foot stuck in the
couniry. '




