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DENIES HALT IN STRIKES

Secretary Is Not Ruling Out

Possibility of Blockade or
Mining of Haiphong Port -

By JOHN W. FINNEY

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 18 —
Secretary of Defense Melvin R.
Laird said today that as long
as the North Vietnamese con-
tinued their invasion of the
South, any area of North Viet-
nam was subject to bombing
attack by the United States.

Testifying before the Senate -
Foreign Relations Committee, -
the Secretary said he would -

“not rule out the possibility”
that the United States might
even blockade or mine the har-
bor of Haiphong unless the in-
vasion was ended.

Yesterday, Secretary of State
William P. Rogers told the com-
mittee that the Nixon Adminis-
tration would continue to take
“whatever military action’ is
necessary” to halt the enemy;
Jdrive.

! Saigon Reports Denied

Before today’s session, Mr.

Laird emphatically denied re-
ports from Saigon that Presi-
dent Nixon had ordered a sus-
pension of the bombing of the
Hanoi-Haiphong area to see
|whether there would be any po-
litical response from the North
Vietnamese Government. The
White House underscored . by
saying that Mr. Laird was
“stating the authorized position
of the United States Govern=
‘ment.”
"~ In Saigon, however, official
United States military sources,
to whom the reports were at-
tributed, continued to stand by
them, the Associated Press re-
ported.

Mr. Laird branded the Saigon
reports as false in response to
'a reporter’s question. He added:
‘ “The  bombing continues
!south of the demilitarized zone,
lin the demilitarized zone and
lnorth of the demilitarized
lzome.”

Hint of Further Steps

Later, during questioning in
his four-and-one-half hour ap-
pearance before the Senate
jcommittee headed by Seﬁator
(J. W. Fulbright, Mr. Laird; sug-
gested that the United States
might take the additional- tep
of atempting to seal off. Hai-
phong, the principal port of
North Vietnam. ST

He said he would ‘“not rule
out” the possibility that the
United States might impose a
naval quarantine on Haip'Hong
to stop the entry of ships car-
rying military equipment,. or
alternatively mine the channel

leading into the harbor.

As Secretary Rogers did yes-
terday, Mr. Laird declared that
the bombing of North Vietnam
was necessary to protect Amer-
ican troops and to permit . the
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