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K SOVIET WARNTNG

NYTimes—
Wording Is Viewed as
a Veiled Threat to
Nixon’s Visit

By HEDRICK SMITH
Special to The New York Times

MOSCOW, Monday, April 16
—The Soviet Union made a
formal proteest to the United
States today in reaction to the
bombing of the North Vietna-
mese port city of Haiphong
and warned that the expansion
of the air war could aggravate
not only the situation in Indo-
china but “the international
situation as a whole.”
This was taken as a veiled
warning that further pursuit
of the heavy-bombing campaign
against North Vietnam could
put President Nixon’s scheduled
visit to the Soviet Union next
month in jeopardy.
But American officials said}
that the Soviet Government did
not mention Mr. Nixon's visit!
in making the protest, evident-
ly an indication that the Krem-

Text of Moscow’s statement
is printed on-Page 10.

lin still wanted to go ahead
with the meeting and the im-
portant round of negotiations.
Beam Receives Protest

Ambassador Jacob D. Beam
of the United States was sum-
moned to the Foreign Ministry
at 10:30 P.M. to hear an oral
‘|protest from Anatoly G. Kova-
lev, a Deputy Foreign Minister,
who also gave the envoy the
text of the protest during their
20-minute meeting.

The contents of the protest
were not made public. But
while Mr. Beam was at the For-|
-|eign Ministry, the Soviet press|
agency Tass issued an author-|
ized statement condemning the;
bombing raids and demanding
that they be halted. i
Although the private protest!
'and public statement reportedly’
-|had similarities, officals refused
to say whether the formal pro-
test was couched in stronger
language than the relatively
"Imoderate  public  statement.
Such a tactic would be nor-
‘lmal if Moscow wanted to con-
‘lvey a serious warning to the
‘INixon Administration without
‘|mounting a major propaganda
‘|campaign while it is preparing
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Washington on other important

issues.
“The port city of Haiphong

Continued on Page 10, Column 3

for Mr. Nixon’s visit and en-
gaged in negotiating with
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chscow Protests Attacks
‘AndIssues WarningtoU.S,
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T e scttlement in the region.
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and the suburbs of Hanoi wer
bombed and strafed,” the Tasg
statement asserted. “There are
victims among the civilian pop-




